U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

October 14, 2016 


MR. JOHN GREENEWALD JR. 



FOIPA Request No.: 1358999-000 
Subject: WOLFE, ELLA GOLDBERG 


Dear Mr. Greenewald: 

Records responsive to your request were previously processed under the provisions of the 
Freedom of Information Act. Enclosed is one CD containing 343 pages of previously processed documents 
and a copy of the Explanation of Exemptions. This release is being provided to you at no charge. 

Documents or information referred to other Government agencies were not included in this release. 

Please be advised that additional records potentially responsive to your subject may exist. If this 
release of previously processed material does not satisfy your information needs for the requested subject, 
you may request an additional search for records. Submit your request by mail or fax to - Work Process 
Unit, 170 Marcel Drive, Winchester, VA 22602, fax number (540) 868-4997. Please cite the FOIPA Request 
Number in your correspondence. 

For your information, Congress excluded three discrete categories of law enforcement and national 
security records from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C. § 552(c) (2006 & Supp. IV (2010). This 
response is limited to those records that are subject to the requirements of the FOIA. This is a standard 
notification that is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records 
do, or do not, exist. 

For questions regarding our determinations, visit the www.fbi.gov/foia website under “Contact Us.” 
The FOIPA Request Number listed above has been assigned to your request. Please use this number in all 
correspondence concerning your request. Your patience is appreciated. 

You may file an appeal by writing to the Director, Office of Information Policy (OIP), United States 
Department of Justice, Suite 1 1 050, 1 425 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 , or you 
may submit an appeal through OIP's FOIAonline portal by creating an account on the following web site: 
https://foiaonline. reaulations.gov/foia/action/public/home . Your appeal must be postmarked or electronically 
transmitted within ninety (90) days from the date of this letter in order to be considered timely. If you submit 
your appeal by mail, both the letter and the envelope should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information Act 
Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily 
identified. 


You may seek dispute resolution services by contacting the Office of Government Information 
Services (OGIS) at 877-684-6448, or by emailing oais@nara.gov . Alternatively, you may contact the FBI’s 
FOIA Public Liaison by emailing foipaauestions@ic.fbi.gov . If you submit your dispute resolution 
correspondence by email, the subject heading should clearly state “Dispute Resolution Services.” Please 
also cite the FOIPA Request Number assigned to your request so that it may be easily identified. 


Sincerely, 



David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 


EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute (A) requires that the 

matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for withholding 
or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation with 
the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement putposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement records 

or information ( A ) could reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person of a right to a 
fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy, ( D ) 
could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or authority or any 
private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled by a criminal law 
enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security intelligence 
investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law enforcement 
investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or physical safety of any 
individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce crime 

or apprehend criminals; 

(k) (l) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

(k)(6) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 
he release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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August 19, 1926« 


f . ^tjfAU OF !WVE8TI6ATl@f3 
if .. OF JUSTICE 


Mr. Arthur Bliss Lana, ' ;• U* — I MLE 

Sopartiiionfe of wtate,- . i 

tfashington, D.C. • : ( ' 

Boar Kir. Lone*- ;:;■ ,• 

Reference is a&do to youi^&’Cter of the 8th instant 
transmit! Ing copies of uospajx&as^ from the Amorioan Consul 
General at Mexico Oitg ; , anC^pdiliip mother we have any in- 
formation regarding 3AST,lMTI) 'XLv' r J. 

’Jolfe has Been an outstanding char actor In the rad- 
ical novomont in the United States and was prominent in the 
investigations of the so-called hast: Ccmlttee of the Hew 
York Logislaturo. He is understood to he a citisea of the 
Otaited atate®. - 

He was indict od with Larkin, drains, UcAlport, Bell in, 
Cohen, Aathsaberg, Gitlow end i’orgucon, undor the Hew York 
Criminal Syndicalist Act in February, 1920. He was very prom- 
inent in the Loft -lng movement* was a member of the Bora-alt teo 
to pass on the Manifesto of the Left .Ting, and was a delegate 
fro : Hinge County, Hew York, to the conference of June 21-24, 1919. 
lie was associate editor of fcho Coraratmist World, official organ 
of the Oommoni st Party of Americas raeshor of the editorial 
board of the Commanlutf official organ of the Loft Viug of the 
Socialist Party of Groat or Hew York, first Issue of which ap- 
peared April 19, 1919. ■ 

A confidential report dated June 4, 1922 indicated that 
V/olfe and Hlcholas^orowioh were on tho Mexican border and were 
in constant touch with the Yhlrd International, the Bureau in 

Mexico, and the Qonmnist agitators of America. 

I : • : 

Lblfe has written a number of artiolos which have ap- 
peared in the offioial organs of the Oornsinist Party, including 
particularly the following*- 



JUL rtW. 


"Booth brings Unit ad Front to Kaxieo ,r {2ho 
April g£, 1924, 


Bally . 'orkor 




ft S?a3s© front Poor in Ussleo to Pay ^all Stroofc BsMo* 

, (2hs Sally Wor&ejp^ tlotroaibor 10$ l®23) 

tho Hoad to the left” ' ■'.;- . ■•. ] V.v’, . , 

t ■..•■■;:■ ($hs Liberator* April,, 1934) ;V V ;•. ■;;■/ 

.. °A Pet? Pago is- HQ3d.ee* o Hiatoxy" 

' '*•;■ : (Sbo -Liberatort, : Febraar^ 0 19S^> . 

’^oxicai Aovolutloa had jiBJg Habit.' of Beiag'^ooesaful 
■Jbitii -0brei@oa Broba the Spoil” 

(Sally ^orlsor, iftbruory 29$ 1924) „ 

•'Oorammiats of M&x&w ia 2nfi 'OoBgreBS” •/.. •. t.- . * ••(? 

. : (Daily %fotlxs* 9 'Ws® . 6 0 192S) 

\ "Pro-Political ^otlon I71&a la lonieo" : r -‘ 

■ .-:■ :. . (Soily Worlror 0 Hay 2S 0 1923) . ; 7 

: : Very truly yoarae 


Acting Si rector. 
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Hr* Bari J. Connelloy 
Assistant Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

U. S* Department of Justice 
607 U. 3. Court House, Foley Square 
Mew York, Hew York 

Hat SKA G« 10L. «, 

BiSHTHAM D&flEPE* 

intotal s^cFaiTY 

Bear Giri 

/ 

Under date of. March 27, 1941# the ruuaea of Hons Theissen 
and Ilse Thais een were submitted to the Interdepartmental Corsaittee 
on Political Befugces. The interested persons in this natter were 
Fred Strauss, Fullerton, California, and Bila G. Wolfs, 68 Montague 
Street, Brooklyn, New York. Information was submitted by the 
interested persons in this matter to the effect that Hans Thaisaen 
was a skilled mechanic and a member of the Metal workers* Union of 
Germany who eventually became Secretary of the Duisburg:, Germany, 
section of that union. It was further stated he had never belonged ' 
to any political party but was a Socialist in his beliefs. Because 
of Theissen’s activities against the Nazi movement, he fled Germany 
upon Hitler’s rise to gflltt||gA order to save his life. He then 
established himself iiuMUtftt . district and continued to work 
against Nazi Germany d^^^^Kquently fled to Paris, France, where 
he worked as a techiJ^^^^Her. In 1939, he was interned at Camp 
Vernet where he ia at the present tli«. His wife, Ilse 

Theisson, is reeidig^^^^^jeille, France. 


point during 
was not se 
It also ap] 
FHaTTolf' 



In 

that inforaatit 
-that a warrant 
connection 


TUes of the Bureau it was determined 
ed in the Old German section to the effect 
for Bertram D. Wolfe in New York City in 
igation of the Commnist Party at that 
919. It is further indicated that this warrant 
of the fact that this subject was a citizen* 
affidavit was submitted with reference to 
illation with the Cotasunist Party at that time. 

2a wore not sat forth regarding these trans- 
it the Bureau* 
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Hr* Earl J* Connelley 

Haw York - 2 «* 

A 

la January, 1926, cn* Byoichi iKwrashima, age thirty, who 
was described as a Japanese national, was arrested in Liverpool, 

England, subsequent to hi* arrival there on January 22, 1926, for 
failure to report tinder the Alien Act, Among his personal effects 
were found numerous names and addresses, as well as dooumants 
relating to the Cooewnist Party and its activities in the United 
States* Among these names appeared that of Ella 0, ^olfe, 632 
"troop Avenue, Brooklyn, New Tork. The Corning Post of London, 

England, dated February 1, 1926, reported that Kawashlraa had 
admitted he had been a member of the Communist Party in the United 
States since 1923 and that he had failed to register with the police 
authorities after arriving at Liverpool, England, on the S, S* 

Vinif redden* He contended he had just completed a course at 
Columbia University, Hew York City, and he was in possession of 
documents which showed that he was traveling to Hoacew, Russia, 
to attend a Congress at the Eastern University* He possessed 
credentials from the Co/amunlsb Party - U.E,A,, transferrin- his 
Hieabership frees that organisation to the Communist Party of lussin 
in addition to Cosnaniat literature and *12,000, As a result 
of the above facta, he waa ordered deported* Referral/ Cons 


There are numerous references contained in the files of 
the Bureau regarding Bertram D. /folfe and his affiliation with the 
Communist Party Movement over an attended period of time. However, 
no summary is being submitted in view of the fact that it ie believed 
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V,t< Bari J. Connelley 
New York 


3 * 


a majority of this ’material is already contained in the files of 
the New York Field Division* 

Information was received in August, 1940, from a strictly 
confidential foreign source to the effect that J, Lpysstoae, who wraa 
expelled frost the Coaaanist Party in 1929 and later fors»d the 
right-wing opposition and the Independent Labor League of America, 
was intereated in obtaining affidavits to bring about the entrance 
into the United State# of individ u al s then in Europe who were 

sympathetic to ward his raowaent, Anon* the material submitted by 

was! 



copy of which is being attached hereto* 


Maroeau 

who at that tins 


irgff 


ia Marceau/ Pivert 
reportedly an Mexico ana was endeavoring to 


obtain m irate ; ration visa for the purpose of entering the United 
States, -itfc reference to this individual, it is noted that he 
formerly resided in France but emigrated to Hew York City within the 
past year or two* Due to the fact that he did not have an immigra- 
tion visa he proceeded to Mexico where ha is raking an effort to 
obtain this vise. Pivert reportedly furniebed to the Independent 
Labor league of America in general and to g, Loveatono in particular 
a huge list of his Europe an contacts. It was stated further that 
Pivert had been on# of the leading lights of the organisation started 
a few years ago by U, Loveatons, naaely, the International Workers* 
Front Against War, and served Lovestone as the leader of this group 
in France, The International Tbrkars * Front Against Sfar reportedly 
is cues a quarterly bulletin which is published in Hew York City by 
U* Loveotone’s printer in the Gorean, French, Spanish and Snrlish 
languages, and is distributed from that point throughout the United 
States, Europe and Canada, 


1 Tfc»t*SUA*| 


is believed to 


be the ' International Relief Association, 2 leot 43rd Street, New York 
City, which was located for a number of years at 20 Posey Street, 

Hew Tor!; City, This organization, according to & confidential source, 
clains to bo a non-partisan reliever of the victims of the Hitler 
terror and has ntnaged to collect huge funs of raonoy frets the public 
and to get a n'uaber of innocent and umsospoctlng people to perr&t 
their nawes to appear on its letterhead. It is further stated that 




Mr. Ear 1 J. Cormelley 
Haw Tork 
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all parsons who have been connected with this organization in an 
official or office capacity or who ara at the present tin* so 
connected, ara member# of the Tovestone group. 

In this regard, Francis A. Henson, Hiss Hay Michaels, and 
Pheba Strunsky, the present Secretary of the International Relief 
Association, are specifically mentioned as mesbera of or sympathetic 
to the Independent tabor beag ue of America, It is alleged that 
this organization collected money which hae been used by the Lowestone 
group to further lte aotivitiea both in France and Germany and that 
this money in forwarded to Dr# August Thalheiiaer or to Heinz 3randler> 
both of whoa fled Germany in 1933 to prevent their execution by 
Hitler. It ie stated that, whenever Xovestone wanted to forward 
money to these individuals in France, he obtained it from the 
International He lief Association and forwarded it by bank check. 

On occasion*, this association would send the money directly to 
Pari#. The money was used for revolutionary activities against 
both the German and French Government*, the German comrades receiving 
their fund# after the French comrades had taken what they needed 
from that forwarded by the. Lovestone group# 

With reference ibo N the enclosed cony of correspondence, 
informant etate* that itiwas addressed to Ella tfolfe, who, in private 
life, is Mrs. Bertram D.£»io ifs,_,the being approximately forty years 
of age, a Jewess and a teacher of Spanish in t!ie Heir Tork City schools. 
It was stated that her husband at one tlraa taught in the Hew Tork 
City schools but area suspended because of his political activities 
along Communist lines. In conclusion, it was stated, that both were 
extremely active in Mexico and traveled to that country on various 
occasions under assumed named. 

It ie desired that an immediate, thorough and discreet 
investigation be inetltuted to ascertain the background, present 
activitiee and affiliations of the above-captioned subjects. As 
an incident to thie inquiry, it ie desired that material contained 
in the filet of the New Tork Field Division be reviewed and that 
a summary thereof with reference to both subjects be set forth in 
the initial report in this matter. It is also suggested that 
informants who are well-known to the New Tork Field Division in 
matters of this character be contacted for the purpose of bringing 
up to date the available ^material pertinent to this inquiry* 


5 




Mr* Sari J, Cormelley 
KwTorlc 


\ 



In view of the allegations act out hereinbefore and the 
suggestion that the Loveatone group in general and the subjects in 
particular are interested in sponsoring the entrance of persona 
into this country whose activities are possibly inimical to the 
national defense, it ia desired that an initial report be submitted 
in tfala matter to arrive at the Bureau on or before April 20, 1941* 

Very truly yours, 


John *s%ar Hoover 
Director 


Enclosure 





JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
^ . DIRECTOR 
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April 4, 1941 




MEMORANDUM FOR. THE DIRECTOR 


At a recent meeting of the Inter*- Departmental Cc'mmittee 
in connection with the case of Han&\Theissen 3 the name 
of Ella G.ifj. r olfe 3 68 Montague Street 3 Brooklyn 3 flew York 3 
appeared as a sponsor . A check of the Bureau fiUes indi- 
cated that this woman in 1927 was the author of an article 
which appeared in n The Communist " on page 76. The Bureau 
files further indicate that in 1926 this woman vjcts asso- 
ciated with a Japanese student who was arrested in 
Liverpool 3 England 3 for failure to register underflthe 
Alien Act and who was an active member of the Communist 
Party. - \ 

It appears possible in view of the lack of legiti.matS 
sponsorship of Hans Theiseen that he is seeking .entrance 
into the United States for an ulterior purpose. The „ 

Inter -Departmental Committee has declined to approve his 
applicati on for a visa pending the receipt of additional 3 
more complete and concise information from the President’s 
Advisory Committee. This memorandum is being recor&ed 3 
however 3 in order that an appropriate inv estigation"hay be 
initiated of the background 3 activities 3 etc. of Ellja G. 
Wolfe 3 68 Montague Street 3 Brooklyn 3 New York . 


WLr 


C Ji\ 

A’ "• 








e spec* fully 3 


Edward A. Tamm 



of investigation ’ 
Wft 24 1941 ' 

[ i OF JUSTICE 
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IREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

APR 19 1941 > ' 


inforofttlon concerning, !*r, iWicsen cnfi Ms 


SuMtuirg metim &t that union, ,■ -wr a«rsr &e;ieO$e& t@ 


tsho. tfoai union put Mr* Xn the forefront of in© 

otraggie 'rgelnot Hitler, Gln'caeo in the f&otorir end-, 
throughout the elty/oeoured ;, bo frecuently %fa>% wken 
stiUsr «&i£* into p$mt 9 tfee;; union order . 

to £Ufe from $emm$ in ©r$e.r to ©©re.h|e lift-* Mo ■., 
tutu settled in tae- tons? r-iotriot, -^erh he bmm& .m- 
©stive organiser for ' t$s© ^sMtue es^ n . group ^tieh eon- -> 
©iotofi of s^ftereata of 'tho- iiocl@il.8t jporiy and oil . ■■'.• J 


settled, in w&ero'hd worked m * teft&tioal sag, 

In- 1939 ho we .intern®! ©t %?nat ftlong ot; 
©♦?r«»»® oUt'-MM ©ntotoyefl m©ir ro#13^so@ -pemltD- In 
■ France ' .■fekoftu®©’ t&©rt*«e m it&er, >1*00 ' to m* ■ ■. 
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MEMORANDUM 


HANS THEISSEN 
ILSE THEISSEN 


No information is available relative to Hans and 
Use Theissen, nor is there any information available relative 
to the interested person, Fred Strause. \ s~\ 


Information was secured reflecting that ELla G. \ 
Wolfe, 68 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York, was the con- 
tributor of an article entitled "The United States and Tacna 
Arica, 11 which appeared in "The- Communist" in April, 1927, on 
page 76. 


'jl 


vH/ 


Information was also secured reflecting that Ella 
G, Wolfe of 632 Hiroop Avenue, Brooklyn, New York, in 1926 
was known to or associated with a Japanese student who was 
arrested in Liverpool, England, for failure to register under 
the Alien Act, and on his person were found credentials from^ 
the Communist Party in America transferring his membership i 
to that party in Russia. This Japanese student, whose name/ 
was Ryoichi Kawashima, was proceeding to Moscow to attend / 
a congress at the Eastern University. / 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

This case originated at 


NEW YORK, ipT YORK 


NY FILE NO. 


100-9078 


REPORT MADE AT 

NEW YORK 

^ITY 

DATE WHEN MADE 

7/7/41 

r : 

PERIOD FOR 

WHICH MADE 

7/2/41 

REPORT MADE BY 

H. T. BRUNN 

TITLE 

A ^ 



CHARACTER OF CASE 

BERTHS 

HI D. WOLFE; 

ELLA G. viOLFE alias 

INTERNAL SECURITY 

Ella# 

loldberg 









'SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 
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APPROVED AND 


Bertram Wolfe taught in. Mexico City High 
School in early 1920 and served as corres- 
pondent for Tass at that timej. delegate to 
6th Congress of; the Communist International 
from the' Workers (Communist) Party of America; 
was on Executive Committee of Workers Party 
of America; Director of the- Workers- School, 

NY, 1925 to 1929; served on Board of Directors 
of Workers Library Publishers 1928 to 1929; 
expelled from CP in 1929; one of original '*-• 
organizers of Keep America. Out of ter .Congress £ 
now connected with J. Lovestone in -Independent ; 
Labor League of . America; spoke at protest ' t . ■ 
meeting of Workers. Party of America ag'ainst .’' 
the invasion of Nicaragua in 1927;: specie aty-'l, 
the rally for the American Committee for the... . 
defense of Leon Trotsky, 1938; addressed a 
meeting of the Independent Communist Labor i 
League on the. subject of the Moscow Trials in 
1938; author of "Deathless Days" and "The Soviet 
Union in 1924"; associate editor of "The 
Revolutionary; Age" ; co-author with Norman 
Thomas of a book entitled "Keep America Out 
of War, a Program" published in 1939; on Board 
of Editors of the Marxists Quarterly in 1937; 
editor of The Workers Age in 1938; author of an • 
article "The Silent: Soviet Revolution" published 
in Harpers Magazine June, 1941; presently writing 
book "The. Three Who Made a Revolution," 


' Special agent 
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REFERENCES: .... ; ; ■ '. ■. .. ' " ’ !. _ 

Bureau letter- to New York dated April 11, 1941- 
Bureau teletype dated June 23, 1941 • 

DETAILS: ■ ' 

s A review of the files of the Mew York Office' reveals 
the following information concerning the activities of BERTRAM 

D. WOLFE. : '■> ■' 1 ' '■ 

v : •’ . • • • 

The files contain no reference to ELLA G. WOLFE. 

The report of Special Agent Daniel F. Dwyer, New York, 
dated February 7, 1927 in the case entitled WORKERS PARTY OF 
AMERICA; COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES '' file 61-4,. lists BERTRAM D. WOLFE 
as a speaker at a meeting held at Cooper Union on February 10, 

1927 in protest against the invasion of Nicaragua. : The meeting 
was held by the Workers Party of America. 

In the case entitled COMMUNIST PARTY - GENERAL SUBVERSIVE 
ACTIVITIES, New York file 61-507 J there is a letter to the Bureau 
dated May 15, 1937, Bureau File 61-7559, with which was forwarded 
a copy of the April — June, 1937 Issue of the Marxist, described 
as a journal denoted to critical i.and creative Marxist scholarships 
in the social sciences. The copyright' for. this periodical was in 
the name of the American Marxist Association, 20 Vesey Street, 
and was printed by the Liberal Press, Inc. , 84 Avenue, New York 
City. The editor was' listed as LOUIS COREY and BERTRAM D. WOLFE 
was on the Board of Editors, ■! 

The same file contains a letter to the Bureau dated 
March 10, 1938 in which BERTRAM D. WOLFE, editor of the Workers 
Age, was listed as a speaker at a meeting at the Hotel Center, 108 
West 43 Street, under the auspices of the American Committee for 
the Defense of Leon Trotsky, with' headquarters in Room 1609 at 
100 Fifth Avenue* ‘ • " V>' ■' • 

The same, file ./contains a letter to the Bureau dated 
March 21, 1938 advising that BERTRAM- D. WOLFE addressed a meeting 
held by the Independent Botanist; Labor League on the subject of 
the Moscow Trials.. According to this letter, this league is a 
group opposed to the Communist Party system in the United States* 


2 - 



About 800 were present at the meeting and copies of the Workers 
Age and propaganda of the Socialist Workers Party was distributed. 
Also distributed; were cards announcing the future activities at 
the, New Workers School, 131 West 33 Street, including an announce- 
ment of a talk on. April 7, 1938 by J* LOVES TONE. 

The same file contains a mimeographed letter dated 
September 27, 1939 of the “Keep America Out of War Congress," 

22 East 17 Street, soliciting membership in this organization. 

The letter is addressed "Dear Friend." Among those listed as 
backing the plan was, BERTRAM D. : - WOLFE. ' 

The same file contains a letter to the Bureau dated- 
December 1, 1939 advising 5 that the New York Office was sending a 
book to the Bureau co-authored by NORMAN THOMAS and BERTRAM D. . 
WOLFE and entitled "Keep America Out of War j a Program, "published 
by the Frederick A. Stokes Company, New York, in 1939 • 

The same file contains a report of Special Agent A, S. 
Reeder, Chicago, Illinois!, dated November 29, 1939, entitled 
COMMUNIST; PARTY, U.S.A. REGISTRATION AGENTS ' OF FOREIGN PRINCIPALS. 

On page 31 of this report it is set out that BERTRAM D.' WOLFE in 
the past has been on the Executive Committee of the Workers 
Party of America j Director of Agitation and Propaganda Department 
.and Associate Editor of the Revolutionary Age. 

The same file contains a report of Special Agent George 
J. Starr, dated February 9, 1940 at New York, in -which BERTRAM 
D* WOLFE is named as a member of the: Governing Board of Keep 
America Out of War Congress. : : 

, In the case entitled Communist Party, U.S.A. ; Registration 

Act, New York file 65-382, there i 3 a report of Special Agent 
George J:* Starr dated at New York October 16, 1939 reporting the 
results of an interview with BERTRAM D. WOLFE by Agent Starr. 

This report sets out on page 13 that BERTRAM D. WOLFE was one of 
the original members of the Board of Directors as named in the 
certificate of incorporation of the Workers Library Publishers On 
March 12, 1928. WOLFE served in this capacity until March 21, 1929. 

The same report sets but on page .24 that BERTRAM D. WOLFE 
was connected with the Independent Labor League, of America and 
that he was interviewed by Agent Starr in the office of J. LOVES TONE 
At the time of this interview he stated that he had been a delegate 
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to the Sixth Congress of the Communist International from' the ; 

Workers (Communist) Party of America.' At this time WOLFE stated ' 
that he had been expelled from the Party in 1929. He also stated 
that he became Educational Director of the Workers. School in 1925. 

. ■ In the same file there is a memorandum: from the Attorney 

General listing WOLEE's business address as 43 East 125 Street, : 

New York City, as of November 15, 1939* 

It should be noted that the July, 1941 issue of the ’ . 

Readers Digest contains an article entitled "The Silent Soviet 
Revolution" written by BERTRAM D. ViDLFE and ; republished from the 
Harpers Magazine, June, 1941. issue. In. a footnote to the title v 

of this article a short history of WOLEE is set out in •which- it 
is explained' that he taught in Mexico City High School in early . 

1920 and served at that time, as a correspondent for TassV He j; 

also mside numerous visits to the U.S.S.R. and is personally 

acquainted with Stalin and Molitov. He was Director of the 5 . 

Workers School from 1925 to I9.29. and editor of the Soviet Union ; v 

in I924. He was also editor 6$ Keep, America Out of War and 

Deathless Days and is now at work oh a book "Three Who Made a 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS: 


NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 


At ^ew York Gity, mil contact the Credit Bureau for 
information concerning BERTRAM D. TOLFE and ELLA G. WOLFE. 

At Brooklyn, New York, will conduct investigation at 68 
Montague Street, ■which is listed as WOLFE’s New York City address 
. in reference letter, and consider the advisability of placing a 
mail cover oh this address. -’ll' ‘ . 

Will conduct appropriate investigation into the activities 
of the Independent Labor League : of America... • 

Will obtain the New York City Police Department criminal <■ 
record of WOLFE. ... ; ! •; • • 

Will attempt to develop information concerning WOLFE’ s 
association with the Keep America Out' of War Congress. 

Will attempt to develop confidential informants in the 
Independent Labor League of America. •; 

Will ascertain information concerning the Marxist 
Quarterly, of ■which WOLFE: was on the Board of Editors in 1937 and 
the Workers Age, of which he was editor in 1938. 

Will contact the New York Times Morgue; for any periodicals 
in their possession.; 

. : ; w. • ^ ■ ' • V . v ■ • . . .'--V.w: \ 

Will check the International Relief Association, 2 West. 

43 Street and develop information concerning WOLFE’S connection 
with this organization. ■ . - - Vy 

.Wiilipheck with i the Board of Education in New York City 
to ascertain whether BERTRAM D. WOLFE or ELLA G. TOLFE are now 
located in New York City high schools . ‘ 


; . . . ; WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION 

At Washington, D. C. , kill contact the State Department 
and attempt to locate passports ;f or BERTRAM D. TOLFE and . ELLA G. 

WOLFE. It sl^$§fc he noted that y/OLFE probably traveled to Russia 
between the .years 192p and 1929. For the information of the Washington 
Field Divisi&n, the Bureau has requested that this' case receive 
expeditious Attention* ’-V. .! - 

; PEND I N G - ; 



/ 
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JUIJ 23 1941 



FBI WASH DC 6-23-41 10-50 PM BMS 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR E8 J. CONEXX CONNELLEY 

ELLA G. WOLFE, ET AL, INTERNAL SECURITY. SUBMIT A REPORT ON 
THIS INVESTIGATION NOT LATER THAN JUNE TWENTYSIXTH NEXT. 

HOOVER 

CXX ACK AND HOLD PLS 
OK FBI NYC TFC 
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2n*~jeral Bureau ai Inuesti0ai , 

States department of ifux-aee 

100-9078 

JEM: PS New York, New York 

July 14, 1941 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

o 

Dear Sir: RE: ELLA G. WOLFE, ET AL: 

INTERNAL SECURITY 

Reference is made to your letter dated July 8, 1941, 
Bureau file #61-6050, Therein you requested that the Bureau 
be advised why previous instructions were not complied with 
in the instant case. Your attention is directed to the re- 
port of Special Agent H. T. Brunn, dated at New York City, 

July 7, 1941, which was submitted by this office. 

I wish to advise that Special Agent Brunn has been 
working on a special assignment and that because of the large 
amount of work presently being handled by this office there 
was no other Agent available to handle this investigation* 
Special Agent Brunn is no longer engaged on this special 
assignment and a complete investigation in the instant case 
Tall be furnished the Bureau by July'' 14. 

Very truly yours 

T. J. DONEdAN, Acting for 

E. J. CONNELLEY, Assistant Director 



.■ i 
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: EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA l IQr< 

8 JUL 16 1941 

u. S PEPARTM&t OF J USTICE 




: uv<ral bureau of Jnwcsftgatlon 

llmfeti £>tatr£ Hepartmettf of Justice 

New York, New York 


EFEiESS 


July 16, 1941 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D* C» 


Dear Sir: 


This is to advise that by letter dated 
July 16 1941' a cover for a period of 30 days was 
placed on all first class mail addressed to 

O 

BERTRAM D. WOLFE 

v.T.T.fi gPwolfe 

68 Montague Street 
Brooklyn, New York 


Very truly yours. 



RECOJSDJuB 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



FormNo; 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 



New .'York; ’k- o;' . FILENO - iqq-5172 


REPORT MADE AT 


Washington, D 



DATE WHEN MADE 


7-24-41 


REPORT MADE BY .* 


KiUISZOEBL 


- LL:JGM 


itir CHANGED ; 

BERTRAI^DAVIl^/OLFSj : . W : '' 

ELLA' GHiTOLFE alias ELLiTGOLDBERG 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL SECURITY * C 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


,0™ 


i *‘i . 


? ; , 


v 


BERTRAM D* WOLFE borri in Brooklyn, New York, was, 
issued passport in January,' 1937 for proposed' rec- 
reation trip! to France, to. sail from New York on 
' J January 9, 1937 • ! A previous ' application for pass- >.;■■■• 
port was f lied in May, ,1928 arid was denied on the "x.v. " 

ground of communistic c brine c't ions.*; No passport : 

•' ■ 7 record on ELLA G., WOLFE;; alias ELLA GOLDBERG. - 

‘;.y ■ ag mci fa 4 jsM- 

.J •. •• •. • . . . ?.:-5. SEC '3-*' £21 

"• •:!: '• -r: RUG — puct fnaw. 


\ 




REFERENCE: 


REP'T FORW. 


Report of Special Agent H.' T. BRUNN,. dated at New 
: York City, July 7*. ISftljj* '• 4 : ;7 7:7: : 4' 


DETAILS:. 


'"VAT. WASHINGTON. : DJc4% ; 4'. r A . ; 7 ' ■ 4 -'44 

... ... . “ - — * .. • v.t-'-Jii. . 

■ n The title of this : I case' is beirig changed to- show subject 
7 : BERTRAMuOLFE'S middle name. 7 ■" • 7 . : . ■ j| • • '. 

The passport file, as produced for Agent's examination by 
'\-j : Confidential Informant S-3, reflected thafeHSiTRAM^DAVID. WOLFE.’ . - 

of- Brooklyn, NewYork filed. an^pbiLcation for'passport in New/ York 
;. ■ City on May 6, 1928 for travel;; and. study in Germaniy, France, Italy, J. ; 

En^Land ' And Baltic...States, proposing/ MbBsaijjD.^rbm jthe : Port of New 
7 .... York on June 9, 1928 ori'the IsJ^ : jD|^|^anbdf‘.:. 'Identifying -witness 

' ' to this applicatibn was LnLi^.V ^ Street^ 7’ " 


1 Brooklyn,:. New' York, subject ’ : s sister.4^4 v • , 

4 ' :> ''4v' f g 'V.. ''.'4 • ^'4 ' 4 





• h 

ii 


/ :: ; • ... ... ; .; . . ■ ; 

The file shows that As a result of an investigation of 
subject's alleged communistic activities, a passport was. refused, 
him and he was notified thereof by letter from the Passport D rv 'i~ 
sion dated, June 12 , 1928. The file reflects that the refusal of^ 
the passport was based on an interoffice memorandum from the Divi- 
sion of Eastern European Affairs dated June 6, 1928 setting forth 
vTOLFE'S activities in behalf of the Communist ^Party, as indicated 
in the reference report and stating that iVOLFES contemplated journey 
abroad may well be considered to be in furtherance of the interfer- 
ence of the Bolshevist regime in United States affairs and appears 
to be in connection with his work as one of the leaders in the 
activities carried on in the United States under the control and 
direction of the Bolshevist regime, and that there is little doubt 
that his real destination is Moscow. The passport file indicates 
a Refusal Notice posted on August .18, 1928 on the ground, of the 
membership in the 1928 National Election Campaign Committee of 
the Communist Party. This refusal notice was canceled in 
January,. 1937* .1 . . . 

The file shows further that BERTRAM DAVID WOLFE was 
issued passport #360363 with the proviso, on January 7, 1937,- 
that it was not valid for travel in Spain. In the application 
for this passport, subject declared he was born in Brooklyn, New 
York January 19, 1896 and that his permanent residence Was 632 
Throop Avenue, Brooklyn, New York; that he desired a passport 
for a 3 month's recreation trip to France, sailing, from the Port 
of New York on January 9, 1937 on the SS. LAFAYETTE. . 

In the application-, subject's description was indicated 
to be 5 , lli' i tall,'' hair brown, eyes brown, . occupation writer. 

The identifying, witness to subject 's application is FRANCIS A. 
HENSON, 44th Street Hotel, New York City. The file indicates 

that subject's application for this passport was endorsed by 
telegram Of January 5, 1936 from GEORGE GORDON BATTLE of New York 
City , in which telegram the latter stated that VifOLFE did work in 
connection with, the Committee on Fair Play of which BATTLE was 
honorary 'chairman. 


, 
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'-’The file reflects an interoffice, coraraunication from 
the Division: of Eastern European Affairs dated January 7# 1937 
to the .Passport Division to the effect that there was no ob- 
jectioh tb the issuance of a : passport for subject, particularly 
since it has ; been marked' "not valid for. Spain" and since in- 
vestigation indicated that! subject was now opposed to the 
BROWDER- group of Communists*. .• ,-• jP . 

S;-',, '•. Confidential Informant IjS-B advised that the files of 
the Passport Division reflect no information on ELLA G. 1V0LFE 
alias ELLA GOLDBERG. ' ' .."••» ; : !p : ?~SA'S V V V 
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Steibrral Stamm of Jnuesitgainm 
llmtEin §fates department of IJnstice 

Post Office Box #2344 
Boston, Massachusetts. 


July 24, 1941. 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

0 

Re: ELLA G. WOLFE; 

BERTRAM dA/OLFE; 
Internal Security - C 


Dear Sir: 


This is to advise that a thirty day mail cover 
has been placed on the mail of the two Subjects named above, 
presently residing at 582-| Commercial Street, Provincetown, 
Mass. 


I 

'V* 

*r> 

Vr> 

Tf' 

O 


This cover was placed with Postmaster VJILLIAM 

CABRAL. 


100-206S 

HFH:EPL 


Very trul$r\yours 

V. W. PETERSON 
Special Agent in Charge 




sr 

w 

Q 

M 

R 


R 

O 

o 

R 

W 

O 

PCS 

o 

o 

H 

pPS 


fj 



REPORT MADE AT 

BOSTON, MASS* 

DATE WHEN MADE 

7-24-41 )/ 

* 

PERIOD FOR 

WHICH MADE 

7-21-41 

REPORT MADE BY 

H, F. HOWARD. 

TITLE } 

ELLA G. WOLFE; 
BERTRAM D*~ 1J0EPE. 

AdENCYA 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

la’?, IJ'O'D- 

* ■ * . 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C. 

tU£?'I FOKW. 

• - * 
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synopsis of facts: ELLA G. wOLFE and BERTRAM D. TJOIfE 

presently residing 582^ Commercial 
3t. , Provincetown , Mass. Thirty day 
mail cover placed on their mail. Chief 
of Police, Provincetown observing their 
activities through sources of information* 

- P. - 


I&FERBNCIi 


IL.YRII3; 


Bureau letter dated July 17, 1941# Bureau File 100-9078* 


'T PrtOVIivjETO:^. MA3S| 


Chief of Police ANTHONY P* TAHVEES, who has previously as- 
sisted the Boston Field Division in numerous investigations at Provincetown 
Mass*, was furnished the information that ELLA G. Y.'GLFE and BERTRAM D. AGIF 
were supposed to be residing at 582^ Commercial Street. Further, that they 
were supposedly engaged in Communistic activities and that the Boston Field 
Division would appreciate any information he could obtain regarding their 
activities in Provincetown this summer* 

Chief TARVERS informed Agent that he had several reliable in- 
formants who had been assisting him in obtaining information regarding Com- 
munistic groups which alv/ays became active during the summer months in rrov- 
incetownj tliat he would, through them, place the activities of BERTRAM D* 
LDLFE and his wife, ELLA, under observation and he would inform the Boston 
Field Office of any unusual activities by the ,,'GLFKS. 


“ 7 . 
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It should be noted at this time that Agent did not conduct 
any active investigation due to the type of people residing in the 
community of Provincetown, that if such investigation had 
been conducted it would be very possible that oubjects would be in- 
formed of the investigation being conducted* 


l . tv.t.i A M CABRAL, Postmaster of Provincetown, Mass*, advised 
Agent that 2LLA 0. Lull’S and BERTRAM D. «.0LFE are presently residing 
at 582- Commercial Street, Provincetown; that they had leased a cot- 
tage from the owner of the property, a llrs./LlKSLGT'f, for the re- 
mainder of the summer season* 

A thirty day mail cover was placed on all incoming and out- 
going mail to the residence of the TQEFE3* 



AT PYOMTOETONN, 11AS3 >, mil keep in touch with Chief 
of Police ANTHONY P. TARVEfIS and obtain information- he may re- 
ceive regarding the Subjects in this case* 


vail obtain results of mail cover from Postmaster 
■WIELI&I CABRAL* 

will inform New York Field Division when Subjects leave 
Provincetovai , ilass* for New York City* 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGApQN 


This Case Origj 
1 Report Made At 


Date Made 


Period 


NEW YORK CITY 


7/23/41 1 ,7/16,17,18,21 

V 22/41 


Title 


BERTRAM D 


.S0LFE5 


0 

ELLA G. WOLFE 


alias ELLAM30LDBERG 


NY File 100-0078 

Report Made By 

H. T. BRUNN 


Character 

INTERNAL SECURITY (R) 

. --n 


Synopsis of Facts: 


■■ Wily )(' C. _ 
RtiQ. REC ’ D— 
REP'T FORW.. 

I'ldll — 


ASIA 

$ v?A> 7-/ 


1 1 - t 


PC T 0 {ii r^ r / 7i 



Bertram D. Wolfe reported bora in Brooklyn, 

NY in 1896. Additional references set out 
concerning Wolfe's association with the ' 
Communist" Party until 1929, his Mexican 
activities "and association with the 
Loves tone, opposition to the Communist 
Party since 1929* Resides at 68 Montague 
St. , Brooklyn, NY with his wife, Ella G. 
Wolfe. Ella G. Wolfe bora Kherson, Russia 
5/10/975 entered US 19055 naturalized EDNY 
2/3/11 under name Ella Goldberg; married 
Wolfe 4/l3/l75 attended Hunter College 
1914 to 1918 receiving B.A. Degrees took 
advanced study at the University! of Mexico 
1923 to 192/5 received M.A. Degree Columbia 
University 1931. She was employed as sub- 
stitute teacher, NYC schools from 1931 to 
1935 and as Spanish teacher Bayridge High 
School, Brooklyn 1935 to date. Wolfe and 
wife spending summer months at Provincetown, 
Mass. 5 reported to receive large volume of 
registered mail from foreign countries 
particularly Latin Amemca. Information set 
out concerning MaticeauWPivert, formerly 
, secretary of the /French Workers and Socialist 
'' Party and now believed in Mexico. ELla Wolfe 


Approved |] 
forwarded. 
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identified afe Senorita Ella Goldberg. 
Sponsors of^Keep A merica Out of War, 
Congress set out. Information concerning 
theflndependent Labor League of America, 
The/Workers Age Book Shop, The^Workers 
Age and the -international Relief'"" 


REFERENCES : 


DETAILS : 


from Mr. H. SEYFRIED, the superintendent, that BERTRAM D. WOLFE 
and his -wife, ELLA WOLFE, had been tennants at this building for 
approximately three years, residing in Apt. 5B, for which they 
paid $70. a month rent. 

SEYFRIED knew very little about WOLFE 1 s activities. 

He thought that WOLFE was a writer and that his wife was a school 
teacher in Bronxville, New York. SEYFRIED advised that WOLFE 
and his wife were away for the summer but had no idea where they 
were, advising that they were either in Massachusetts or Connecticut. 
He described WOLFE as being "a Communist, 1 " stating that his 
writings were of a Communistic nature. 

ANDREW SPENCER, colored, the doorman at 68 Montague 
Street, advised that ELLA WOLFE was a school teacher in Bayridge 
High School, Brooklyn. He stated that WOLFE and his wife were 
quiet tenants but frequently had large gatherings of people in 
their apartment on Friday evenings. He stated further that 
WOLFE received a great deal of mail from South and Central America. 

According to SPENCER, YfOLFE wrote a book last year 
entitled "Keep America Out of War," but SPENCER advised that 
WOLFE had been unsuccessful in having this book published. He 
stated that WOLFE is presently working on another book and that ’ 
he and Ms wife are away on vacation on Cape Cod, although he 
did not have the exact address. 


Association set out. — 

- P - 

Report of Special Agent H. T. Brunn, dated July 7, 
1941 at New York City. 

Bureau letter to New York dated April 11, 1941. 

AT NEW YORK 

At 68 Montague Street, Brooklyn, it was ascertained 
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It was noted that the real estate agency for 68 Montague 
Street was listed as BING & BING,. 119 West 40 Street, N e w York. 

Mr. E. O’BRIEN, Agent for BING & BING, 119 West 40 Street, advised 
that he had no personal knowledge concerning the WOLFE family at 
68 Montague Street. A review of the file on this apartment indi- 
cated that Mrs. WOLFE is- a teacher at Bayridge High School, Fourth 
Avenue and 67 Street, Brooklyn. : ** • 

WOLFE entered Apartment 5D on November 25, 1938 and 
his previous address was 632 Throop Avenue, Brooklyn, vh ere he had 
resided for sixteen years. The application stated that Mrs. WOLFE'S 
father, MAX GOLDBERG, resided at this address. WOLFE listed his 
banking connections as the National City Bank, Bedford Branch, 

556 Nostrand Avenue, Brooklyn. He listed the following references: 
JULIAN GUMPERZ, broker, 610 Fifth Avenue- LEONARD HENDLOWITZ, 
manufacturer, 1359 Broadway; Dr. ARTHUR DALLOS, 36 Central Park 
South. 


The file also contained letters of recommendation from' 
Miss BENWAY, the administrative assistant at Bayr-lge High School, 
to the effect that ELLA WOLFE had been at that school for three 
years and had a permanent teacher's license; Mrs. FITZGERALD of 
the National City Bank, advised that WOLFE had had an account 
.there since 1937; JULIAN GUMPERZ and LEONARD MENDLOWITZ were 
listed as personal friends. 

At the Brooklyn Post Office, HARRY NEGERLE, the carrier 
for 68 Montague Street, advised that WOLFE and his wife were 
presently residing at 582-jjr Commercial Street, Provincetown, 
Massachusetts and that they were expected to be there until 
after Labor Day. NEGERLE stated that WOLFE and his wife had been 
going to the same place for about three years during the summer 
vacations. 


He stated further that WOLFE was the "worst pest" on 
his route because of the fact that he received an average of three 
or four registered letters a day which necessitated personal 
delivery. According to NEGERLE, the letters were generally with 
a foreign postmark and as he recalled, most of them came from 
Central and South America. 
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NEGEELE stated that -WOLFE was always in the apartment 
during the day occupied with his writing arid he eviden tally had 
no other office from which he worked. 

JIM NOLAN, Inspector at Brooklyn Post Office, advised 
that it would be possible to look up" the registered letters 
delivered to WOLFE for the past year, but that this would be a 
Herculean task and would take a great deal of personnel, a long 
period of time in view of the fact that registered letter receipts 
are filed by number and the search would require going through 
each number for a whole year to pick out those- belonging to WOLFE. 

In view of this fact, no search was requested, but a mail cover 
is being placed on this address. 

At the Credit Bureau of Greater New York, 55 Fifth 
Avenue,- it was impossible to locate any credit record for 
BERTRAM D. WOLFE or his wife, ELLA G. WOLFE. 

At Ellis Island, Bureau of Immigration, it was impossible 
to locate any record of the entry of BERTRAM D„ WOLFE or ELLA G. 
WOLFE into the United States. 

A photograph of BERTRAM D. WOLFE was obtained from the 
World Wide - Photographers of the ^ew Yorik Times. This is fe group 
photograph sbfowing WOLFE with ¥aJss FALjr BENNETT, McALISTER| COLEMAN, 
Miss DQROTHy/deTZER, Rev. A. J./MUSTE and NORMANf THOMAS. It is 
being retained in the N e w York file. 

At the New York Times Morgue the following articles 
were examined' in connection with WOLFE'S activities. An article 
dated July 17, 1926 indicated that WOLFE had presided at a debate 
held by the Workers Party at the Central Opera House in connection 
with a mass meeting of the I. R. T. strikers. The debate was 
between HIRAM MANN of the National Security League and J.^LOVESTONE 
of the Workers Party on the subject "Resolved that our present form 
of government is in the interests of the American masses." 

LOVES TONE took the negative of this article. SCOTT NEARING acted 
as chairman of the rally. 

An article dated April 12, 1927 carried a Mexico City 
dateline of April 11, 1927 and set out that the Central Labor 
Organization of the Federal District had at a special meeting 
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requested' by resolution that President CABLES pronounce Mme. 
COLLONTAY, the Russian Charge a’ Affaires, as persona non grata. 
The following quotation appeared: "The organization contends 
that lime. 'COLLONTAY is sheltering Bertram Wolfe, the American 
Communist, who was expelled from Mexico a year ago, but who 
has returned. The •union accuses her of obtaining permission 
for his return and charges his wife with having received a large 
sum of money from Soviet Russia to be used in helping Communists 
in Mexico." 

Oh March 13, 1927 WOLFE sent a letter to the New York 
Times correcting the above dispatch, advising that he was in New 
York and had not been in Mexico since he was expelled in 1925. 

The file also contained an article dated April/l4, 
1927 reporting a debate between WOLFE and ARTHUR GARFIEHyHAYS 
of the Bronx Free Fellowship on the subject: "Resolved that the 
American system of government is preferable to- the Russian." 
HAYS, taking the negative, called the American system "A govern- 
ment of the bankers, by the bankers and far the bankers." The 
article listed WOLFE as being director of the Workers School at 
that thne. 


On June 4, 1927 an article reported an address of WOLFE 
to a meeting of the Workers Party at the Central Opera House, 
demanding the withdrawal of. American Marines from China. 

On February-9%J*l928 v an article-reported that WOLFE, 
together with . WILLIA M^Z.IfoSTER and (BEN -i GOLD was on the faculty 
of a new college Topenedby the Workers -Communis t Party, called 
the N ational Training Course of the Workers School, the purpose 
of which was "To teach the art and science, the tactics and 
strategy of militant revolution." 

The file also contained a press release of the National 
Election Campaign Press Service of the Workers Communist Party 
dated October 1, 1928 which was a biographical sketch of WOLFE, 
candidate of the Workers Communist Party for Congress from the 
10th Congressional District. This sketch listed WOLFE as being 
editor of the Communist^ “fil’aa of the Propaganda Department of the 
Party and Director of the Workers School. 
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According to the article, he was born in Brooklyn in 
1896 and was a founder of the Communist Party in 1919. He was 
Editor of their first paper "The Communist World." The historic 
sketch listed WOLFE as being a member of the San Francisco Cooks 
Union in 1920. He was editor of Labor Unity, left wing union 
paper, from '1920 to 1922. From 1923 to 1925 he was in the left 
wing of the Printing Trades Union in Mexico City, being deported 
in 1925 for activities in the general railway strike. At that 
time he came to New York and became a member of the Executive 
Committee of the Teachers Union in 1927. While in Mexico he was 
on the Executive Committee of the Mexican Communist Party. He 
was also a delegate to the Printing Trade Union Inte rnational 
with headquarters in Moscow and on its Executive Committee from 
1924 to 1928. 

An article dated July 7, 1929 related the facts con- 
cerning the expulsion of L0VESTONE for 'factionalism from the 
Communist Party. This article indicated that WOLFE and BENJAMIN 
GITL0W followed LOVES TONE. 


| \ An article dated ^August 15, 1929, rsfccr ted that WOLFE, 

I GITLOW, WJI LL IMfxMTULEk'J TOMf MYES C OUGH , EDWMd/WEESH,. WILLIAM J. 
/WHITE, HERBERT fZ AM,. D, /BENJAMIN'- and MORRIS/NIMSER were purged - 
' from the Communist Party. According to t he' article, .L0VES.T0NE, 
GITLOW and WOLFE were charged with leaving Moscow without per- , 
mission when called there to express, their factionalism* 


An article dated March 3, 1930 reported a riot which 
occurred when members of the Communist Party attempted to break 
up a memorial meeting of the LOVES TONE grodp in Tuxedo Hall, 

New York, which was identified as the RUTHENBERG memorial meeting. 
BERTRAM D. WOLFE was acting as chairman at this meeting. 

• 1 

A book re view dated March 15, 1937 indicated that 
WOLFE had supplied the text for DIAGO RIVERA'S portrait of Mexico, 
a book of paintings and running explanation ’of RIVERA'S work. 

The article indicated that WOLFE was sailing for six, months in 
Europe to gather material for another book. 
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An article dated February 9, 1937 published a letter 
from BERTRAM D. WOLFE' in answer to an article dated February 5, 

193? which reported that the Mexican Communists had- demanded 
that BERTRAM D. WOLFE, TROTSKY'S American secretary, be expelled. 

In WOLFE's letter of answer to this article, he stated that he 
had not been in Mexico since September 9, 1936 and he further 
denied any association whatsoever with TROTSKY. 

An article dated February 2, 1936 reported that WOLFE 
had urged all of the Communist factions to unite their ranks and 
join with the Socialists for a united front in presenting TOM 
MOONEY as presidential candidate. 

An article dated March 7, 1938 reported WOLFE as if 
speaking at an anti -war rally in the Hippodrome under the spon-.-H 
sorship of the Keep America Out of War Commojttee. Speakers If 
listed at this rally were Senator ROBERT M . / LaFOLLETTE , HOMER || 
MARTIN, NORMAN THOMAS and retired. 

An article dated March 10, 1938 reported a. meeting of 
the American Committee for the Defense of Leon Trotsky. The 
speakers, in addition, to BERTRAM D. "WOLFE, were SUZANNE LaFOLLETTE, 
CARLO TRESCA, EUGENE LYONS and MAS SHACHTMAN. 

A book review dated March 20, 1939 criticized a book 
by BERTRAM D. WOLFE entitled DIAGO RIVERA: His Life 'and Times, 
published by KNOPF. 

An article dated September 13, 1939 reported a meeting 
of the Keep America Out of War Congress held at the Town Hall, 
in which the speakers were BERTRAM D. WOLFE, NORMAN THOMAS arid 
JOHN T. FLYNN. 

LOUIS WALDMAN, attorney, 302 Broadway, New York City, 
who has been associated with the American Labor Party, repeated 
information previously reported concerning BERTRAM D. WOLFE. He 
knew nothing whatsoever concerning WOLFE's present activities. 

A mail cover has been placed on the address of 68 
Montague Street for BERTRAM D. WOLFE and ELLA G. WOLFE. 
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The toll calls have been requested from the New York 
Telephone Company for the telephone Main 4-3177, listed to ELLA. 
G. WOLFE, 68 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York. 


The criminal records for' BERTRAM D. WOLFE and EELA 
G. WOLFE have been requested from the New York Police! Department. 


The NfiW Vnr-k file a report frOHl/j 

I 1! J * C 


, whose identity is known to the 
bureau, dated April" 22, 1941 concerning BERTRAM D. WOLFE, as 
follows : 


" Bertram Wolfe, I believe, joined the Communist Party 

with or shortly after Lovestone in 1919* Thereafter Wolfe's 
politicalcareer closely paralleled that of Lovestone until they 
closed shop recently. 

" After he returned from the 6th congress in Moscow 

Wolfe took the assignment of literary hatchet-man against the 
Trofs kyites.. He wrote a pamphlet or two on Trotskyism in the 
approved Communist style of falsification and delivered lectures 
on the same subject. After his expulsion he admitted he lied and 
renounced the pamphlets. Wolfe repeated this maneuver during 
Trotsky's trial in Mexicq City. In a rive of the book THE CASE 
OF LEON TROTSKY Wolf e admitted that lie was wrong in believing 
Trotsky guilty. 

" In addition to his literary sorties against the Trot- 

skyites Wolfe undertook practical, measures against them. He, in 
company with Bert MLller, headed so-rCalled steering committees to 
disrupt all Trotskyite meetings. Wolfe saw that the attackers 
were furnished with lead pipe encased in paper, knives, knuckles 
and blackjacks to dispatch the Trotskyites from proletarian 
preserves. After his' expulsion from, the Party he said the weapons 
were not distributed by the committee, but gotten by the hot 
headed rank and filers without, his knowledge. After Miller broke 
from the. Lovestone group, Wolfe, Welsh, Yabfin. and others said 
Miller distributed the: weapons and pressed the boys to use them. 

" In 1929 Lovestone and Wolfe instructed their boys to 

commit burglary in the Trotskyite office and Cannon's apartment. 
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"They did' a thorough job. Although the Lovestoneites denied the 
burglary, EmiW Rosenberg a minor leader in the grou p until 1 938, 

admitted the crime after he left. Rosenberg worked for 

three years on the Workers Education Project. ’ 


" Around 1935 Wolfe and Loves tone entered in secret 

negotiations with Browder for readmission to the Communist Party. 
The negotiations collapsed when Wolfe and Lovestone insisted 
that they enter the Party as a group, not individuals. 


" Wolfe speaks Spanish fluently. I understand that he 

taught the language and shorthand in a business school near Union 
Square. Because of his knowledge of Spanish he was regarded as 
the group's expert on Latin America and Spain. In 1937* he returned 
from a trip in Spain. At a lecture in Hotel Delano he gave the 
O.G.P.U. operating in Spain a whitewash or still better a redwash. 
He denied that the Communist slaughtered people because they 
believed differently. " 


At the New York City Board of Education, Livingston 
Street, Brooklyn, the file of ELLA G. WOLFE was reviewed. This 
file indicated tha t ELLA G. WOLFE was bom at Kherson, Russia 
on May 10, 1897. The file contained a certified naturalization 
certificate from the Clerk of the Eastern District of York 
to the effect that ELLA GOLDBERG had been naturalized at the' 
time her father, MAX GOLDBERG, was naturalized on February 3, 
1911. MAX GOLDBERG'S first papers were dated in 1905. The 
file also indicated that ELLA GOLDBERG had married BERTRAM D. 
WOLFE on April 18, 1917 who was born in Brooklyn, New York on 
January 19, 1896. 

Her- educational history was listed as Public School ' 
#147, Brooklyn, from 1907 to' 1911, Eastern District High School, 
Marcy Avenue and Keep Street, Brooklyn, 1911 to 1914; Hunter 
College, Park Avenue and 68 Street, 1914 to 1918; B. A. Degree; 
Columbia University, M.A. Degree, June, 1931. Attendance was 
also listed at the University of Mexico for advanced study from 
January to November, 1923 and from January to November, 1924. 

She listed her teaching experience as follows: > 
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Esciiela Superior, Mexico General, 1923 to August, 1925, in thfe 
subject of English. Public School #147 from February to June, 

1931 as a substitute teacher in typing. Thomas Jefferson High 
School from September, 1931 to February, 1935 as a substitute 
teacher in History. Bayridge High School from 1935 to date as a 
teacher' in Spanish. Her previous employment was listed as JULIAN 
GUMPERZ , University of Frankfort, Frankfort am Main, Germany, 
Secretary] and research work in coal and steel 1926 to 1928 
S.S. KOPPE & COMPANY (J. TV. SANGER, President) Times Building, 

New York as head of Research Department 1928 to 1929] ERNESTINE, 
EVANS of J. B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY, publishers, 227 South 6 Street 
as secretary from June to September, 1931. 

The file contained correspondence between the Board 
of Education and ELLA G. WOLFE in which the Bound of Education 
attempted to ascertain when ELLA G. WOLFE entered the United 
States in order that her birthdate might be verified. Nothing 
more definite was contained in the file except that ELLA G. WOLFE 
stated that she had come to the United States in the spring of 
1905 but that she could not remember the ship on which her parents 
had arrived. It is interesting to note that the file listed ELLA 
G. WOLFE nee GOLDBERG as residing at 632 Throop Avsnue, Brooklyn. 

Reference letter from the Bureau advised that on March 
29, 1926 the Department of State forwarded to' the Bureau a copy 
of a letter addressed to Comrade Ella, Mexico, who it was stated 
had been identified as ELLA WOLFE of 632 Hiroop Avenue, Brooklyn 
and who was believed identical with Senorita ELLA GOLDBERG, Rome 
39, Mexico City, Mexico. In view of the similarity of addresses, 
it is evident that Hiroop Avenue,, Brooklyn is probably Throop 
Avenue, Brooklyn. 

At the National City Bank, Bedford Branch, it was 
ascertained that BERTRAM D. WOLFE had an account at this bank 
from June 12, 1937 to December 3, 1938' and that ELLA G. WOLFE 
had an account at the bank from May 14, 1936 to August 22, 1937, 
at which time her account was merged with that of BERTRAM D, WOLFE. 
The account had been transferred in 1938 to the People's Trust 
Branch of the National City Bank, 181 Montague Street. 

Through the cooperation of Mr. R. F. THOMAS, Assistant 
Secretary of the People's Trust Branch of the National City Bank, 
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it was ascertained that the BERTRAM D. WOLFE account - had been 
closed into the ELLA G. WOLFE account as of February, 1940. The 
Recordak films of ELLA G. WOLFE'S statements for the first six 
months of 1941 were viewed by Agent. These films failed to reveal 
any pertinent information or particular activity in this account, 
the average balance being maintained between $300. and $400., 
average deposits being approximately $125. a month and approxi- 
mating withdrawals for each month. 

Reference letter from the Bureau indicates that WOLFE 
is probably connected with the International Relief Association, 

2 West 43 Street, and sets out that FRANCIS A. HENSON, Miss RAI 
MICHAELS and SHEBA STRUNSKY, the present secretary of the I.R.A. 

. are sympathetic to the Independent Labor League of America, an 
organization used by the LOVES TONE group to further its activities 
in France and Germany. 

In connection with all of these individuals, there is 
no record in the New York files. No record could be located at 
the Credit Bureau of Greater New York, 55 Fifth Avenue, for HENSON 
or STRUNSKY. 

The New York telephone directory for 1941 lists a tele- 
phone for SHEBA. STRUNSKY, Chels ea 2-5693, at 282 West 4 Street. 

I I is being requested to furnish the 

long distance phone calls for this telephone for the past three 
months. A mail cover has also been placed on this address. 

LOUIS WALDMAN, attorney, at 302 Broadway, who has been 
intimately connected with the American Labor Party and has a 
broad knowledge of Communist activities in New York, advised ’that 
he was not acquainted with SHEBA STRUNSKY or Miss RAY MICHAELS. 

In connection with FRANCIS A. HENSON, WALDMAN advised 
that he thought this individual was a Norwegian who had been a 
Socialist some time back but had since turned into a Communist. 

He advised that the name sounded familiar to him but that he knew 
nothing definite. 

Reference letter from the Bureau also sets out infor- 
mation oo ncerning MARCEAU PIVERT who is reported to have furnished 
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to the Independent Labor League of America in general and to 
JAY LOVES TONE in particular a list of his European contacts. No 
information could be obtained concerning PIVERT at the Credit 
Bureau of Greater N e w York, 55 Fifth Avenue. 

A review of the files in the New York Office indicates 
that the Bureau forwarded to the New York Field Division (New York 
file 54-144) an anonymous letter dated June 18, 1940 addressed to 
President ROOSEVELT, forwarded by Bureau letter of August 20, 1940 
entitled UNKNOWN SUBJECT, NEW YORK, N.Y.; INTERNAL SECURITY. 

The following is qu. oted from this anonymous letter: 

"Vilien are you going to connect MARCEAU PIVERT of France; 
who is now in the United States working against the United States, 
back to France and let them treat him as he deserves? Or are you 
going to let him sneak into Mexico where he can carry on his good 
work? You know you have permitted him to stay in America ever 
since September, 1939 and since that time France has tried him in 
absence." 

The New York files also contain a letter from the 
Bureau dated April 22, 1941 in the case entitled JACOB WALCHERj 
INTERNAL SECURITY, N e w fork file 100-9325, indicating that WALCHER 
who entered the United States as a political refugee in 1940 had 
been active in sponsoring the entrance of other political refugees 
engaged in questionable activities in Europe. 

The letter also ^enclosed a blind memorandum prepared 
at the Bureau on April 18, 1941 concerning WATCHERS activities from 
192 2 to 1924 as a Communist in Germany. In this memorandum 
information is- set out from a '.strictly confidential source that 
MARCEAU PIVERT, formerly of Paris, France, who was ihen in Mexico 
endeavoring to obtain a visa to the United States, had furnished 
to J. LQVESTONE a large list of his European contacts'. JACOB 
WALCHER, 1 Avenue Payret, Dortail - Plesis - Ribonson, Seine, was 
listed as one of these contacts. 

As a matter of background the memorandum set out that 
PIVERT was one of the leading lights of the International Workers 
front against war started a few years ago by J. LOVES.TONE and 
represented that organization in France. 
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PIVERT, according to the memorandum, is known to have 
been in contact with LOVESTONE over a period of years. The mem- 
orandum con times that LOVESTONE after he left the Communist Party 
formed the Independent Labor League of America which had a large 
following but that this organization had become defunct within 
the past few months. 

LOVESTONE is reported to have sent large sums of money 
collected' through the I.R.A. to Dr. AUGUST THALHEIMER or to HEINZ 
BRANDLER for revolutionary activities against the French and German 
Governments . 


New York file 65-2643 contains a memorandum dated 
May 14, 1940 submitted by Special Agent A. Franz to the effect 
that Lieutenant CARSELLO of the ONI had advised that MARCEAU PIVERT, 
a professor of matbanatiesat 131 West 3g Street (address of I.L.L.A.) 
had an assistant by the name of ROSE ^PELLIQUIN who is stated to be 
an active Communist presently in the 'United States on a visit. 
Attached to this memorandum is a photostatic copy of two photo- 
graphs, one reported to be that of ROSE PELLIQUIN and the other to 
be that of MARCEAU PIVERT who is listed under the photograph as 
a professor of mathematics and head of the French Workers and 
Peasants Party who is now in America for his health. The source 
of the photographs is unknown, having been received from Lieutenant 
CARSELLO. 


At Ellis Island the records were checked for ROSE PELLIQUIN 
with negative results. 

The file of MARCEAU PIVERT was reviewed which indicated 
that he had entered the United States on the Normandie on August 
28, 1939 from La Havre, France, giving his age as 43 years, professor 
and. citizenship French. He listed his birthplace as Montmacha, 

France and his- last residence as Paris. His wife was listed as 
Mrs . G. PIVERT, Rue de Vaugirard 247, Paris. He had $200. in his 
possession upon arrival and stated that he had never been in the 
United States before. He listed as his friend Mr. CHARLES ZMIERMAN, 

218 West 40 Street, New York City, He stated that he intended to 
stay four weeks. In this connection, it is interesting to note 
that CHARLES ZIMERMAN who was Vice President of the International 
Ladies Garment Workers of America, has been connected with LOVESTONE 
movement since its inception in 1929. PIVERT's description -was given as 
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Height 5' 9" 

Complexion , Medium 

H air Gray- 

Eyes Blue 

The correspondence file at Ellis Island indicated that 
PIVERT had taken up residence at the Sloane House, 356 West 36 
Street. In an application for an extension of stay he listed 
his friends as Mrs. M* DAVIS, 17 Commerce Street, Hew York, and 
Mr. J. HOCHMAN, 218 West 40 Street, Vice President of the Inter- 
national Ladies Garment Union. An extension vras granted for PIVERT 
to stay until April 28, 1940. A letter from the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service, Washington, D./ C., contained in the file, 
indicated that PIVERT had an alias of/pELLEQUIN or -gELLIQUIN. 

The file also contained a letter from ROGER BALDWIN, 
dated May 9, 1940 requesting another extension to PIVERT' s visa. 
This extension was refused on May 6, 1940. The file indicated 
that PIVERT was supposed to leave for Vera Cruz, Mexico on the 
MONTEREY on July 17, 1940, however, when the sailing of this 
vessel was checked it was ascertained that PIVERT' s reservation 
had been canceled.. 

At a hearing dated July 15, 1940 before T. R. KING, 
Immigration Inspector at Ellis Island in connection with an appli- 
cation to stay, it was brought out that PIVERT was born October 2, 
1895 and that he was residing at that time in care of Mrs . ' NATALE 
DAVIS, 17 Commerce Street, New York City. 

The file also contained a letter from the French Line 
dated August 27, 1940 to the effect that Miss RAY MICHAELS had 
applied for a refund on the return ticket of MARCEAU PIVERT for 
his original, trip from France. Miss MICHAELS indicated to the 
French Line that PIVERT had departed for Mexico by rail on July 20, 
1940. 


The file contained a letter from PIVERT dated September 
10, 1940 with the return address Tamesis 15, Mexico D. F., informing 
that he had left the United States on July 22, 1940 by Laredo, Texas. 

The file also contained a memorandum from the State 
Department to the effect that PIVERT had been identified by JOSEPH 
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PALMER, Seeond American Vice Consul in Mexico, D. F. on September 
24, 1940. 

The Credit Bureau of Greater New York, 55 Fifth Avenue, 
had a file on PIVERT' consisting of a clipping from the New York 
Times dated April 10, 1940. This clipping had a' Paris dateline 
of April 9, 1940 and related that MARCEAU PIVERT,' Secretary 
General of the French Workers and Socialist Party, was being 
tried in absence in France for inciting mutiny arising from the 
circulation of tracts urging soldiers to. disobedience. The article 
advised that PIVERT was formerly a professor in the Suresne School. 

In connection with Miss RAY MICHAELS, set out in reference 
letter of the Bureau as being active in the International Relief 
Association and the Independent Labor League of America, the 
following information was obtained at the Credit Bureau of Greater 
New York. 


A report dated January 20, 1940 listed Miss RAY MICHAELS 
of 2071 Walton Avenue, Bronx, who formerly resided at 2116 Morris 
Avenue, Bronx, as a bookkeeper in the Manufacturers Trust Company 
Branch at 43 Street and Eighth Avenue. She was listed as single 
in her late twenties and residing with a sister and brother-in-law 
who is a taxi driver by the name of A. KROTZER, It is interesting 
to note that Miss RAY MICHAELS was the individual who presented 
PIVERT’ s return ticket to the French Line for credit. 

At Dun & Brads treet, 290 Broadway, there was a file for 
the Workers Age Book Shop, publishers on the premises of the I.L.L.A. 
131 West 33 Street. The report was dated August 9 , 1938 and 
indicated that WILL HERBERG, Manager of the Workers Age Book Shop, 
had referred the investigator to Miss RAY MICHAELS of the I.L.L.A. 
for information. The investigator indicated that Miss MICHAELS 
had refused all information in connection with the I.L.L.A. The 
file indicated, however, that the IL.L.A. was formed in 1929 and 
had operated at 51 West 14 Street until 1936, at which time it 
moved to 131 West 33 Street. 

In connection with MARTIN- .TEMPLE, who is mentioned in a 
letter dated August 9, 1940 addressed to "Dear Ella" and forwarded ' 
to the N e w York Field Division with reference letter from the Bureau, 
no information could be developed at the Credit Bureau, Ellis 
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Island or from the city directory and the files of the New York 
Field Division. 

A review of the New fork files in connection with the 
Indpendent Labor League of America indicates that in the file 
entitled Subversive Activities General , New fork file 61-507, 
Bureau file 61-7559, a letter was addressed to the Bureau from 
the N e w York Field Division dated December 6, 1938. This letter 
sets out that the' Communist Party opposition is contemplating the 
enlarging of its newspaper "The Workers Age" and also undertaking 
the publication of a bi-monthly theoretical journal. A special 
fund to that end was being raised by a Committee headed by SIDNEf 
JONAS. The Communist Party opposition is identified as the 
Independent Labor League of America. 

The same file contained a letter to the. Bureau dated 
April 17, 1939' indicating that the Workers Age Book Shop,- 131 
West 33 Street, which is the same address as the I.L'.-L^A. , had 
published a pamphlet entitled "Program and Policies of the I.L.L.A. 
A copy w^s forwarded to the Bureau. They had also published a 
pamphlet entitled "Where v.e Stand - Labor's Road Forward." being 
the program and policies of the Independent Labor League of 
America, a copy of which was also forwarded to the Bureau with 
the letter. 


A review of the N ew York files fails to reveal any 
information upon the Marxist Quarterly. No record was found on 
this publication at Dun & Bradstreet. 

In connection with the Workers Age, Dun & Bfadstreet 
had a report dated September 1, 1933 indicating that this is 
published at 51 West 14 Street which is noted as the former • 
office address of the I.L.L.A. BERTRAM D. WOLFE is listed as 
the editor and 7/ILL HERBERG as the u\anaging editor. The organiza- 
tion is listed as a member of the New fork Communist Party opposition. 
It published at that time a weekly paper entitled "The Workers Age," 
selling for five cents. At the time of the Dun & Bradstreet 
investigation a financial report was refused. 
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In connection with the activities of the Communist Party 
opposition as identified by J. LOVES TONE of the I.L.L.A. ,. Special 
Agent George J. Starr, who is well acquainted with the activities 
of this group, advises that the group has been disbanded for approxi- 
mately one year and that there is no practical organization existing 
today. 


The Dun & Brads treet file also contained a' report /dated 
May 27, 1941 for the International' Relief Association,' the Address 
listed being 20 Vesey Street, Ro&m 310. CHARLES' BEARD is fisted 
as the Honorary Chairman, FREDA V XIRSCHWEY) Treasurer and 'STERLING 
D.J3PER0, Secretary. * 

The organization, according to this report, was founded 
by ALBERT EINSTEIN, ICAETHE KOLLWITZ, GRAF G. VONARCO, EDWARD 
FUCHS, HELEN STOECKER and H. VOGT. The central European office 
was listed as 20 Volte Postale, Paris, France. It was reported 
to be supported by voluntary contributions and acted as a clearing 
house for local agencies throughout the United States and foreign 
countries for the purpose of aiding political refugees from Nazism. 

In connection with the International Relief Association, 
reference is made to the report of Special Agent A. N. Carlblom, 

New fork, dated June 11, 1941, in the case entitled HANS STEINICKE, 
wHh aliases 5 INTERNAL SECURITY, SPECIAL INQUIRY - STATE DEPARTMENT, 
New York file 100-10246. The information from this report is being 
quoted as follows: 

ii A check of the N ew York files for information concerning 

the INTERNATIONAL RELIEF ASSOCIATION, as well as STERLING SPERO, 
resulted in' certain pertinent information being located in N. Y. 

File 61-507, a general file concerning Communist activities. A 
Eetter to the Director dated May 15, 1937 refers to the MARXIST 
QUARTERLY, 20 Vesey Street, New York City, and advises that the 
Managing Editor was LEWIS COREY; that STERLING D. SPERO, 'as well 
as four other individuals comprised the Board of Editors, SPERO 
being Secretary and Treasurer of the AMERICAN MARXIST ASSOCIATION, 
the publishers of the periodical. A letter dated February 6 th, 

1939 bo the Bureau mentions the I. R. A. Bulletin published by the 
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"INTERNATIONAL RELIEF ASSOCIATION, 20 Vesey Street; this letter 
reflects that an insert appeared in this publication bearing the 
title ’INTERNATIONAL RELIEF ASSOCIATION FOR VICTIMS OF NAZISM. •' 

The American Committee of the INTERNATIONAL RELIEF ASSOCIATION, 
was allegedly composed of the following: 

ALBERT EINSTEIN 

GRAF G. VON ARCO 

EDWARD FUCHS 

HELEN STOECKER 

CARL VON OSSIETZKY 

CHARLES A. BEARD, Honorary Chairman 

FREDA KIRSCHWEY, Treasurer 

SHEBA STRUNSKI, Executive Secretary 

To secure information concerning the INTERNATIONAL RELIEF 
ASSOCIATION, investigation was conducted at its present address, 

2 W« 43rd Street. It was observed that the building directory 
listed not only the INTERNATIONAL RELIEF ASSOCIATION for Room 405, 
but the following as well: 

COMMITTEE FOR CUTLURAL FREEDOM 
JOINT CAMPAIGN FOR POLITICAL REFUGEES 
NEW WORLD RESETTLEMENT FUND 
STERLING D. SPERO 
FRANK N. TRAGER 

WILLIAM' H. MCCARTHY, associated with TANKOOS & SMITH 
CO., Realty Agents, 1457 Broadway, telephone Wisconsin 7-2900, 
advised that Mr. SPERO is the mainstay of the INTERNATIONAL RELIEF 
ASSOCIATION, and that little information concerning the organiza- 
tion or Mr. SPERO was available since they had acquired this account 
from the SCHULTE REALTY CO., present address 386 Broadway, and that 
the said firm would have information concerning the Association 
becoming a tenant. Mr. MCCARTHY advised that they had accepted 
the fact that the Association would prove a good tenant and had 
conducted no investigation in connection with references, or banicing 
connections. The Association presently pays $65.00 monthly for 506 
square feet floor space, which rental has been paid promptly. Mr. 
MCCARTHY further said that the rent had recently been raised from 
$50.00 per month and that at that time Dr. SPERO refused to sign 
the lease personally. He stated that no complaints had been received 
of any nature indicative of the Association being Communistic or 


- 18 


I0CM?0?8 


"pro-Nazi . He was un&eddhihte,d w&lh. §.tibf$$fc and ,fUg'g-es.ted -that 
interview with Mr.- W&Lfot, the building superintendent,, might be 
beneficial. 

te. L. MALLOf,, Shp.etfe^sft.deht.,, $ %■. Street^- 
stated that. Dr. S'PERO Was the dentfal figure. ip) the; INTERNATIONAL 
RELIEF ASSOCIATION,, in which there W§fe Approximately five .of 
six. women constantly employed.. !H.e, stated tha/t £t Wad a busy of fice 
with numerous refugees' Visiting! mS varloUSi !§'flpp||ie§i p'Q&sistihg. 
of pots^, kettles; and pieihea being 1 aeduipliated;'., R§i believed that 
all associated with the. .df-ganiMtioh Wef h Ifeil educated while; 
advising that all were Jetdsfw. Si Was) his) belief 'that Df, S'PERO 
was a professor 1 at City '®Qt$3gfy $$$$$? added that, thefe 
was much typing In the efflde' and It at .'All times, appeared ’extremely 
busy. He was unacquainted with subject*; and stated he, knew 
nothing which would ref led! against, the' Organic atieftv"' 

At Dun- & Brads t fee t» the following information was 
obtained concerning the: Keep.- Amef ica Otut of tlaf -Congress.,, Ihcv 
In a. report dated O'ctbhei li. y 1940’ the. following individuals were 
listed as being" connected; with this: organisation: 

JOHN 1 I, EfjiNhj, hatisneot Chairman’ 

ALICE L.. BODGE,-. Organization Secretary" 

HENRI’ ¥.■ AsS.QQiatd Secretary' 

ALBERT' W. HATJUETCNV labor Secretary 
FAT BENNETT! loUth Secretary 

•The - Governing Committee'; Wad listed as- follows :■ 

FREDERICK. J. LIBBi,. Chairman 
Rabbi, PHILIP' L. BERNSTEIN 
Dr. CHARLES' F. BOSS 
DOROTHX DUNBAR BKOMLEI 
Rev. ALDAN, KNIGHT CHALMERS 
DOROTHI. DETZ'EE 
JOHN; YL. EDELMAN: 

ALBERT' W.. HAMILTON 
IRA'. A.. HlRSCHMANN 
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PRANK LITTELL 
MINNIE LURIE 
LE0N0RE G. MARSHALL 
MRS. SETH M. MILLIKEN 
RAY NEWTON 
ELLIOTT D. PRATT 
A. PHILIP RANDOLPH 
JOHN NEVIN SAIER 
ROSE M. STEIN 
NORMAN THOMS 
BERTRAM D. WOLFE 

The group was chartered in New' York in 1938, the original 
organization .having started in Washington, D. C. The purpose of 
the organization was listed to educate the American People on 
peace issues. It operates on an annual budget of $10,000 raised 
by voluntary contributions. The New York office is located at 22 
East 17 Street and a branch office is located at 740 North Rush 
Street, Chicago, Illinois. The banking reference was listed as 
the Amalmagamated Bank, New York City. 

In connection with the investigation conducted by 
Special Agent Carlblom as set out above concerning the International 
Relief Association, it is noted that the N e -w World Resettlement 
Fund, Inc. has the same address as the International Relief 
Association. n 

It is interesting to note that file 66-1326 contains 
a memorandum; dated May 23, 1941 submitted by Special Agent E. F. 
Emrich to the effect that Inspector WATTS of the ONI had called 
to obtain information concerning SHEBA STRUNSKY, reported by WATTS 
to be the sponsor of refugees and aliens entering this country. 

In connection with the N e w World Resettlement Fund, Inc. WATTS 

•was advis.eti that there was no record in the New York files. 

At the Brooklyn Board of Health it was impossible to 
verify the birthdate of BERTRAM D. WOLFE as set out above. It 
should be noted in this connection, that compulsory recording of 
birth records was not required in Brooklyn until 1910. 
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Reference letter from the Bureau refers to one RYOICHI 
KAWASH3MA who was arrested in Liverpool, England in 1926 for 
failure to report under the Alien Act, at which time documents 
relating to the Communist Party in the United States were found 
in his possession and among these names appeared the name of 
ELLA G. WOLFE, 632 Hiroop Avenue, Brooklyn. 

A review of the Not York files fails to reflect any 
additional information other than that set out in reference 
letter. In view of the ancient date of this material, no 
further investigation is contemplated as to this individual. 

Reference letter also indicates that FRED STRAUSS 
of Fullerton, California was interested in the application of 
HANS THEISSEN and ILSE THEISSEN for entrance into the United 
States, whose names were submitted to the Interdepartmental 
Committee of Political Refugees March 27, 1941* The Los Angeles 
Field Division has been requested previously by letter to conduct 
appropriate investigation into the' identity and activities of 
STRAUSS. It should be noted also that the Boston Field Division 
has previously been requested to conduct investigation into the 
activities of WOLFE at Provincetown, Massachusetts and also to 
place a mail cover at this address. 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS: 


NEW YORK FIELD DIVISION 

At New York City, will report the results of' the mail 
covers placed on the subject,. BERTRAM D. WOLFE and on SHEBA 
STRUNSKY and also report the results of the long distance phone 
calls for the past three months when they are received from the 
New York Telephone Company. In addition, will report any criminal, 
record of BERTRAM D. WOLFE or ELLA G. WOLFE. 

Will interview STERLING D. SPERO of the International 
Relief Association, 2 West 43 Street. In this connection, it is 
suggested that an attempt be made to develop from SPERO the 
financial backing of this organization and obtain from him a roster 
of those individuals whom the International Relief Organization 
has sponsored in applications for entry into the United States. 

WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION 

At The Congressional Library, will review the index 
of authors and obtain all publications listed for BERTRAM D. WOLFE. 

» 

Will check the files of the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service to attempt to ascertain whether any applications have been 
made by MARCEAU PIVERT for entrance into the United States since 
he left in 1940. 


BOSTON FIELD DIVISION 

At Province town, Massachusetts, will conduct appropriat e 
investigation at 582|- Commercial Street into the activities of 
BERTRAM D. WOLFE and his wife, ELLA G. WOLFE. A. mail cover should 
be placed at this address. 

LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION 

At Fullerton, California, will conduct appropriate 
investigation into the identity and activities of FRED STRAUSS. 
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GMA:addi,asl 

61-6053 * 

m mm is, 


Aeeietent Bdreetor Er J. Connolley 
Iknr lark Cltgr, BerJtork 

H$* BELA Q.SvOLFE, ET ALj 
BITEKjAL SECURITY 


'Star Sir* 

Reference ia made to Bureau letter dated April 11, 
1941, w h erein your office was requested to conduct an appro- 
' priate irrvestlgatiorx relative to the above subjects, and to 
' aubeit a report to the Bureau on or before April 20, 1941. 
i jour attention is also directed to a telegram from the Bureau 
.dated Jane 23, 1941, "herein your office constructed to sub- 
ait a report ia this latter not later than dune 26, 1941. 

'"V jl review of the Bareau** files fail* to disoJoee that 
’a report has been received frc» your office in this esjter* It 
ie desired that a report be aubsdtted to the Bureau within ten 
day** r^ajueeing th<* receipt of this letter and, that the Bureau 
•be advised why the previous instructions were not cosiplied with. 
* , 

| Very truly yours, s. 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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BERTRAM dAoLFE; ELLA gAoLFK alias 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


EllaQroldberg 


ETERNAL SECURITY "R" 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

' 1“ uv* 

i t ' 1 ^ 

r 'rb 1 


REFERENCE} 


FRE$\S.TRAUSS, Fullerton, 
California; possesses a 
splendid reputation. 


RUC 


Report of Special Agent H. T. 
BRUOT, New York" City, 7-28-1+1. 


DETAIIS } 
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/Reference report. requested that investigation 
be conducted at Fullerton, California, to determine the 
identity and activities of FEED STRAUSS. This matter^ 
was referred to the Distriot Attorney's Office at San tar 
Ana, California, who conducted a thorough investigation^ 
and submitted their report as follows: 

’ ' . "FRED STRAUSS, residence- 61|1+ Drake, -Fullerton, '' 

telephone Fullerton 602; business address- Stein-Strauss 
Company, 100 South Spadra, Fullerton, telephone Fullerton 

No. 3. j. . " : . ■ ■ 

"Shocked the Orange County Clerk's Registration 
of Voters. FRED STRAUSS "registered to vote in Fullerton 
Precinct No. 12 on January 8, 1936, as a Republican; 
merchant; 6* 1", born in Germany; received citizenship 
e of court in 1911 in Los Angeles Count jw'JHIis 
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APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: 


ECIAL. AGENT 

in Charge 
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wife , Mrs ES THER STRAUSS, re gist© red tci -rote on March. 4,. 1936* in Fullerton 
preoinot No* L2;giving.the address of 6^4 N. Drake, between Malvern and 
Union, Fullerton; Republican; housekeeper, • 5.* ' 6 M ; bom in KhnsAs^ i 

"The Orange Bounty Assessor’ s Office records show' that 
FRED STRAUSS owns the following property- . ' ; . '• . .. •; 

"TRACT NO* 588 S io FT (Ex. E 85.13 ft) Lot 29 All (Ex. E. 85 .I 3 
■ Ft ►) 10 FULLERTON CITY*.; % \ : - J ‘ ‘ ' ' 

"A check of the Orange- County Directory, for 19i+l shows FRED 
STRAUSS and his wife, ESTHER, residing at 6 i 44 . Drake,. Fullerton;.- his occupation 
as Vice President of STE IN-STRAUSS CO., ’a department store combined with- a 
grocery store and market, located; a t 100 S. Spadra, Fullerton. The directory 
gives FELIX STEIN as the .president, .FREE! STRAUSS as the vice.. presidents 

: V. • '. ‘'District Attorney GEORGE F, HOLDEN states that FRED STRAUSS ' . 

..is a member of Elks Lodge No. 1345 • Mr 4! KOIDEN, being a past Exalted Ruler 
Of this lodge, has known Mr. S TRAUS S , f o r many years- and states he has always 
been considered a good American citizen. ^ Mr. HQIDEN states that STRAUSS also 
is a member of Fullerton American : Legion Post No. lii2. ■ . v; //- 

- "Checked with the Northern Orange County Credit Bureau. Their 
records show that FRED STRAUSS wap 50 to 52 years of age in 19^0, and his wife 
is ESTHER M, STRAUSS. STRAUSS owns his .own home at 61(h N. Drake, Fullerton, 
and has been in partnership with FELIX STEIN for over 20 years. In October 
of 1938 FRED STRAUSS borrowed $2ij.00.00 from the Fullerton Building and Loan • • 

Association, payable at §28*30 per month. STRAUSS is prompt in his payment® 

, and the Fullerton Building and Loan reports that loans made to STRAUSS in the 
past have always proven satisfactory and been paid promptly. 1 , The. First 
National Bank of Fullerton reports a small personal, checking account held with 
them since January 2, 1925; they have made no loans to STRAUSS and he is a 
satisfactory customer* The Security-First National Bank of Fullerton reported 
that STRAUSS has a small 3'”f , igure Checkipg account with them since 1935* 
this bank has loaned STRAUSS up to $1+00 junsebured, and Which STRAUSS repaid 
satisfactorily. The Credit Bureau's reclp rd shows that the Tract No. 588, eto., 
shown above in the Assessor's Office records is the property that the Fullerton 
Building and Loan has the $2ij0O cbntra.ctl on, charging an interest of 7*3/iO^*, 

On 3 -1-i+O this property was homesteaded.;;. The Credit Bureau records also show 
that. STRAUSS has approximately 50/? interest in the Ste in-Strauss , Inc*.; prior 
. to 192i-|. the Credit Bureau records show.'that FRED STRAUSS was "sole owner of ' 

FRED STRAUSS CO., Fullerton, but consolidated with another firm known a s 
STEIN, HOPPE and HAX. Prior to STRAUSS ' [going into, business for himself he 
worked as salesman fOr the firm of. STERN] and GOODMAN of Fullerton. The store •. 
that FRED STRAUSS and FELIX STEIN now operate consists of a men's furnishings 
store and a grocefy and market. This firm does a large amount of business; 

• is well known and highly regarded in thei community and is considered one of 
the oldest and best known in the district* The Credit Bureau reports that 
they are unable toobtain any definite estimate asto FRED STRAUSS' income. 


— 2 — 


; H : 
.*.(1 - 

•if- 

il 

■ ih 


1 




"Checked with the Orange County Credit Bureau of Santa Ana. They 
report that the Northern Orange - County ' Credit 'Bureau asked for a report' on - 
FEED and; ESTHER STRAUSS;, but they had no trade record# In October, 1938* two 
' reconveyances of trust . deed and a new trust deed to Fullerton Building and.. 

Loan Association ms issued bn the following property*- Part of Lot 30 and 
Part of Lot 29, Tract 588? for J2ii.00.0p. • larch 1, 19ij0,- STRAUSS filed : 
declaration of homestead on this property. : ' " , . FF 

"Interviewed THOMAS McFADDEN, Northern Orange County attorney, and 
■ a charter member of .Anaheim Elks Ikjdge^ 'Mr. McFADDEN sta tea that he has known • 
STRAUSS since 1918# and that STRAUSS is a- German- Jew and from talk around that 
he has heard, STRAUSS got his mother out of Germany within the last twb years - 
. and his mother now lives in..San Francisco* FRED STRAUSS was in the U*S. Anny 
.during the World War and saw servioe in France, and is also a charter member 
of the Fullerton American Legion Post. Mr. McFADDEN states that STRAUSS is a 
. . great talker, but he has never heard him say anything of A subversive nature; 

; .nor has STRAUSS shown any indications of having been interested in any 
. Communistic .actiidties whatsoever* . '. *” 

"Mr. McFADDEN states that itj is 'his. opinion- that' FRED STRAUSS is 
definitely, not disloyal. Mr. McFADDEN ^states that FRED STRAUSS’ partner, . • . 
1FBLIX STEIN is 'also, a very good fellow ji considered a. good citizen and is 
believed to be . a oous in of FRED • STRAUSS 1 ,. MR. McFADDEN states that STRAUSS 
is a very good fellow except when he ; hd ! s had a few drinks, and when he is 
drinking he is obstreperous and has caused some of the boys in the Elks Lodge 
to set him in his place. Mr. McFADDEN, instates that the man who knows the- most 
about FRED STRAUSS; would be HAROID STERN, c/o die Stem Realty Company, Hogs 
' Building, Los Angeles j, California. Mri;.- McFADDEN states that STRAUSS’ partner, 

FELIX STEIN has a daughter, BABETTE STEIN, whose nickname is. BOBBY", and who 
, is A secretary to the well- known Santa Ana attorney, STANLEY REINHAUS. Mr. 

McFADDEN also is past Exalted Ruler of ;the Elks Lodge: of Anaheim. ; , 

"Interviewed IE0 FRIIS; City Attorney of Anaheim, and also a 
, past Exalted Ruler.' of Anaheim. Elks Lodge. Mr. FRIIS states that FRED STRAUSS 
has belonged to the Elks Lodge for years; is a highly respected business Aan 
in the City of Fullerton, and on ‘the whole, considered a' very good citizen. " 
However, there are. /certa in members of -the Elks' Lodge who . at times, (like - ,. .. 

himself } did have to ; sit down on STRAUSSmheh *he was' drinking, because he 
Would become obnoxious, and during a meeting was just liable to speak out 
loud and call to the Exalted Ruler or some of the other officers without recognition 
from, the chair. .Mr. FRI3S states that FRED STRAUSS ; has . never been connected with 
any subversive activities that he knows] of ,- and has served . on committees, e spec- 
ially the ohaHty committee for idle Elks Lodge and hAs his duties in first class 
shape. ■ ' - I;--, 

"Interviewed ORRIN C. CRGGKBj, Commander, Fullerton American Legion 
Post , No. lij2, 1201 N. Harvard, .Pullertoiii Mr. CROGKE state's’ that FRED STRAUSS 
has been a member" of the Fullerton American Legion Post for oVer.2Q years and 
has been very active in relief work# especially during the. flood and the. 
earthquake, and has always served. his committee duties in good shape, including 
Americanization coimnittee. Mi*. . CRQOKE. states that FRED STRAUSS was telling 





about, his parents being in Germany and . of the ha rd time he had getting them 
out of- Germany, and mentioned that they (his parents) are now living in 
San Francisco* Mr* CROOKE states that ; STRAUSS is a partner to STEIN and the 
two men are cousins, and a; re considered good American citizens , and appear to 
be. very patriotic. Mr. CROOKE states ithat FRED STRAUSS served overseas during 
the first World War* t ‘j ", " ^ ’• < - 

"(Vshile investigating a or igiinal matter .over at Fullerton with 
Chief of Police JOHN GREGORY, the name of FRED STRAUSS was brought up and 
•Chief of Police GREGORY stated that FRED STRAUSS was really all right; having 
. turned in several subversive individuals to his (GREGORY'S) department for 
’investigation.) V-,':. ,1' 

"Interviewed ALBERT IAUKER;, ’-attorney, Chapman Bldg. , Fullerton, 
California. Mr* LAUNER states that he lhas represented FRED STRAUSS off and on 
. ' for the past 1 15 years; that FRED STRAUBS belongs to. the same Masonic Lodge 
...that he (Launer) does, which is Azure Lodge 533* Fullerton. FRED STRAUSS is 
also a charter .member of the Rotary Club and the Elks Lodge and . the American 
Legion, “h*. LAUNER states as far as he knows, FRED. STRAUSS and his wife 
ESTHER STRAUSS do not go to church, but, that his, little daughter MARYLIN, who 
" is iJLj. years old-,' does go to the Methodist Eunday School , Mr. LAUNER states 
that: FRED STRAUSS is a cousin to his. '.partner, FELIX STEIN and STEIN'S daughter, . 
BOBBY STEIN, formerly worked' for Aim (LAUNER) but now works in Santa Ana. for 
STANLEY RE INHAUS. MR. LAUNER states that he drew up a paper for FRED STRAUSS 
which may be of some interest to us. Mr. LAUNER. produced this paper, which 
was an affidavit, giving power of attorney on Decamber 6, 1938 to Mr. SOLLY 
GOLDSCHMIDT, '80)4. W. 180th Street,' N^w York City, N.Y. This . instrument giving 
Mr. GOLDSCHMIDT pcwer of attorney was to deal with- the U.S. Immigration 
officials on behalf of FRED STRAUSS' relatives, namely, MRS. RICKA STRAUSS, 

MRS. IDA STRAUSS and Mr. SEIGMUND STRAUSS, arriving on the steamer Statendam, 
approximately 12-23-38. FRED STRAUSS in this instrument, encumbered himself • 
for all expenses, etc,, guaranteeing the care, support, etc., of the above 
mentioned three individuals. Mr*; LAUNER states that the three individuals . 
mentioned in ‘this instrument: are residing in San Francisco, but where, he 
doesn't know. Mr. LAUNER states that FRED STRAUSS is moderately well-to-do, ■ 
a good citizen and a good business man, ;j well thought of in- the community, 
and is considered a very good fellow for a Jew, as is his cousin, FELIX STEIN. 
MR. LAUNER states that approximately two years ago STEM and STRAUSS' 
wholesale creditors in Los Angeles, :th hough the Board of Trade in Los Angeles, 
took over the store and that .after a short time the Creditors were paid 
off and the situation straightened out., ; j . Mr* LAUNER-: states , however, that he 
didn't represent STRAUSS in this. matterV; Mr* LAUNER. states that FRED STRAUSS 
is approximately 52 years’ of age; 6' 2 ", \ 175 pounds, brown hair, completely 
bald on top; brown eyes; wearis glasses;;i'Smooth shaven; medium complexion; 
heat dresser, and speaks with- a German- jew- accent. 


" "There is no, criminal record': in Orange County on FRED STRAUSS." 
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United Staten JHejiai intent at Justice 

Post Office IBox #2344 
Boston, Massachusetts 


September 24, 1941 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


,Re: BifflTRAbLDrWOLFEi Q 

ELLA GPwOLFE, alias Ella Goldberg 
MTERMAL SECURITY (R) 


Dear Sir: , ' 

• * i - '• 1 ' 

This is to advise that a mail cover that was 
placed on the mail of the abbve-named subjects with the 
Postmaster, "WILLIAM H. .COBRAI , has been removed as subjects 
left Provincetown, Massachusetts for their residence in 
Brooklyn, New York. . 

it 

- # 

Very truly yours;, j • 


HFH:her 

100-2068 


very uruxy yoursi, ) 

xj i '/ / - fK i 

j / A/ » -A, J 

V. W. PETERSON f" J 

Special Agent in Change 
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FEDERAL BUREAU 


Form No# 1 


THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT .YORK CITY, r Mm.., ¥*t/Ys 


REPORT MADE AT 


DATE WHEN MADE, 


POSTON,.' ..MASS. : y 



BERTRAlLc. WOLFE; ' .' A 

ELLA dr WOLFE,; alias Ellatto 


ldberg, .;. . 


CHARACTER Off CASE 


V INTERNAL SECURITY 


.. their home, 68 Montague Street, Brooklyn, Fldw-.; York. Not 1 V t / 
active with local Communist members during., stay in Provincetbwnf 
Mass. Pertinent - information of tail ’cover set forth in report, ' .. 


synopsis of facts: ■ Sub jects laf t .ftoVincetown,* Mass. , Labbr -Bay 'returning. to/ f' 


**' i * *.V>- *“• ^ < -#• Im . i \J i 1 

i '• tv iv' a** 11 ^>r’ ; 

•; vO^iwj i V-v/iy. 

-Reference: v i’./ 
Details: 


R U C 

1 , 3 ' . !;... 


■ Report of Special Ag6nt H. Tw BRUNN, : New York City, dated 7/28/41." 
Report; of Special Agent H. i|F. HOWARD, Boston, Mass . , dated". 7^/41,.. 

■V at PRpYiijcETor/i'j « .mass ..’ . t y '• Vi 

Chief' .ANTHONY -P . advised .'agent that BERTRAM and ET.T.fl . 'V 

WOLFE .left Pro Vince town the 1 .day after Labor Bay for their .-.tt; 


FORW.. 

P / >• 


-A/-*' i 


were .observed during their -stay at Provincetown. this , | 

siitnmer.-by'.' special" officers iof thief .-of police- who- reported ’• 
the - f ollov/ing information that during, their .stay' in Province tom, ' 
they had remained by themselves and had tot; associated vath • 

_ many of the ’known cpninunists residing: in. Provincetoyrn., . v . 

_ -The ;f oliotdhg additional itormation v/as obtained by Chief " 

t ■' .TAT^t^’®. it • . it; t 


nl " , 


• t-J ' Th0y' s.ided - at : $82| / Cpramercial St /the residence of l*!-y ■ 

' SLS2«6felA?t!‘ .aid i?ALTj5t|teARS:i ..SEARS, being, employed in ■ . it 

■ WP-P-? ■*" . TP. it t ’ ’ 4—Vi J-L XIV . 'v*.**' 


'..the past 'Office, at- Pro^inc&tov/n. ’* -Further, that they..; • • 

had previously ' stayed 1 $t- the 'SEARS’ home 'durin g t he " hi ■. t t 



OyS.'jGOVEftNM ENT PR INTING'JDFFICE : 194) yr-O -,281888, p* ’ 







n 

; \ 


past two simmers ina are '•well liked by both Mr. 
■' 1 ■ ' anddirs. SiHiS. : further', that %!*. ELLA WOLFE's 



* GOLDBiliG) brother, BARNETT, 
stayiiig . ht;*44t^ .SEARS ' 'home . - 


and had stayed there for several years; that he 

”* Aav.«4 'Aj-.iSrs'Ji ■ \<JJ- ■*5u'rs , ‘- blPATSO A a 1 


ormer; name was . 
DBEE%^as ' als<j 


il- 


ls considered by 
Jewish individual 


•he SEARS f amily as a. well educated 
who has expressed his hatred for. 


' HITLER on many occasions. 

. No inf ormtion was - availaile r elative - to the residence of - , - ■ V- •; 
BARNETT GOLDSEliT or his- Occupation. ./.*.'..'. . 

The following information is the; result of a mail cover, that' - 

■ was placed with. Postmaster VdLLIAiivH. COHIAL. of Provincetpwn, Mass. 

• The follOTdng: is, a -list of the- publications that were received by 

V BERTRAilWOLFE- and his wife regularly during ‘their. stay in Province- 

1. ••• ' town, ; Mass-* : ■ ’ . . |j - ■ ..... : 

■ ' Letters 'from "Keep America Out of War .Congress' 1 ' - 

. \ . 22 East 17th Street; .New York City, N. Y. _ - 

. . ’ "The New Republic 



One letter from £f. VRELlAiiM, International Observer, 

142 Lexington Avenue, NOw. York City. . V •• •. 

' , • "Fourth Interna td jonal 11 . jf rod the Forth International 

- ’ Publication Associaiibhj,;Il6 : .University Place, New York City. 

"Argentina Libre"; _ t' 

? 1 The Militant";. from the; liilitant Publishing Association, 

116 University Place, New York City... / •• , 

Letter from. the Citizens 1 Peace petition. Committee Room 415, r ••. 
<• 22 East 17th Street, Ney/ Yor^:. City, N. Y. ’ 

: Letter .from‘12>iTAjtIAL- ERICLLA, .Santiago,* Chile, South America. 

■ : n The' N6w Internat|.o'nal' Magazine" ; * ■■ , 1 . 

;' "The Socialist Co^rier'h^from;, Eaet l5th'Street> New York City. 

Letters from "Keep; America Out* of Wait Cqngf ess", 22 East • ' 1 

17th Street, New’’ fork-. 'City. ■ / .'.' -.. 1 '••*.' 1:1 

No leads -'are being-. set out to C pudubt!- any inv.estigati oh . relative to this mail 
cover. . A list of the -'mail cover is being reiiain^d- in ’ the* files! >'of the 
Boston Field Division., .-• ••.]{. • ■■ 'f ; -: . y V. ■'•••> .. 0 
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REPORT MADE BY 


LOUIS LOEBL 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


LLiLS 


BERTRAM D. Y/OIEB, et al 


IIIT2RKAL SECURITY - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


List of publications written by BBETRATI D. YiOLFE 
obtained from Library of Congress and set out 
herein. Look-Out notices posted with the Visa 
Division, State Department, and the Emigration 
and naturalization Service, for information 
indicative ojMAie entry into the United States 
of IliECliU^r/DEI. 

. * * 4 - 

L„ i'SC'Ii 

- EUC - ^ 


REFERENCE: 


Report of Special Agent H. T. BHUIJII, dated July 
23, 1941, at New York City, 


DETAILS: 


M UASHITGTOILD. C. 


*• /' . ' Hr. R. P. HOADS, Assistant Reference Librarian, 

Library of Congress, furnished Agent from the indices of the 
Library, with the titles of the following publications 
authored by BERTRAH D. AOLFE: 

> '•*. ■' ' “Civil War in Spain", published by Workers Age publishing 

• PL:'. REC‘n.;^v; Company, Mew York, 1937 

• JAW (■*, jMfil : - 

wnn ». ® ‘ * - -r- ■ •• _i n -f a a \r c* tt* i - 


i AM'. 




"Diago Rivera", published by A. A. Knopf, llew York, 1939 


^ and America", published by John Dee Publishing 

Company, New York, 1934 
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“How Class Collaboration Forks 11 , published by the Daily 
'worker Publishing Company, Chicago, 1926 

“Nature of the Capitalist Crisis”, published by the New 
"Corkers School, New York, 1935 

“Our Heritage from 1776“, published by the New ’workers 
School, Hew York, 1926 

“Things we Cant to Know" , published by the barkers Age 
Publishing Company, New York, 1934 

“Trotsky Opposition", published by the workers library, 
no location given, no date indicated 

“that is Communist Opposition", published by the Communist 
party, New York, 1933 


In addition to the above books, Subject was also the 
author of the text to *Diago Rivera's Portrait of America - 1934" 
and “Portrait of Mexico - 1937", both published injfdfr York by 
COVICI FEI2D3; also, in collaboration with NOKiWiNOlIAS, Sub- 
ject wrote a book entitled “Keep America Out of Car", published 
by Frederick A. Stokes, in New York, in 1939. V0LF3 was also 
the Editor of the magazine, “Communist", from November, 1927 
until December, 1923, and had written a good many periodicals 
which are not indexed under the name of the author, however* 

with reference to HARCEAU PITERS, formerly of Paris, 
France, who was admitted to the United States on August 23, 1939, 
and who under orders from the Immigration Authorities, departed 
from the United States on July 20, 1949, for Mexico, requests 
for appropriate Look-Out Noticesbave been directed to the Visa 
Division, State Department, and to the Immigration and Nat- 
uralization Service, for any information indicative of PITCRT's 
readmission into the United States. 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK,N« Y* 


NY file NO. 100-9078 afw 


REPORT MADE AT 



REPORT MADE BY 


NEW YORK, N« I. 


BERTRAM DAVID' WOLFE) O 

ELLA. Gi-'v/OLFL, alias Ella Goldberg 


H. T. BROUN 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


INTERNAL S JCURITY - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


/ INTERNATIONAL RELIEF ASSOCIATION formed in 
Germany, in 1927* 0* S* affiliation formed 
in 1933# Has been active in obtaining the 
emigration of anti-Nazis from Germany* The 
jNew York group is headed by DR.*' STERLING r-rT V 

I SPSRO, Professor of J-abor at New York Rn-*' 

1 University. Obtain its funds through -gy_' 

voluntary contributions and mail solicitations. 
List of individuals presently applying for 
visas from France and sponsored by the 
EITEIaJATIONAL RELI JF ASICGIATION set out. 

3ERTRAY V&.IL 7 ™* not active in the INTER- 
NATIONAL RELIEF ASSOCIATION but was used as ( — ; 
a sponsor for the THSISSEN application through 
his personal friendship with SHEBA STRONSKY, ' ' 
executive Secretary of the INTERNATIONAL j 
RELIEF ASSOCIATION. New v.OELO RESETTLEMENT 
FUND INC., is an organization interested in gy. 
resettling victims of the Spanish -^evolution - ' 
in a coaaunity being developed in Ecuador* 


1 v 
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REFERENCE: 


DETAILS: 


Report of Special Agent H* Y# Brunn, New York, 
dated July 23, 1941# 

MRS* SH BA* GOODMAN, who is commonly known as SHEBA 


i ®. SH BA* GOODMAN, who is commonly known as SHEBA 
STRUNSKY, was interviewed at the office of the IRTEfiNATIONAL 
RELIEF ASSOCIATION, 2 west 43rd Street, New York City. It 
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should be noted that Kiss RTRUKSXY is a niece of the STRUNSKY 
who writes a column in the M3JT YORK TILLS entitled TOPICS 
OF THE TIMES* Miss STRUJISKY advised that INTERNATIONAL 
RELIEF ASSOCIATION was an organization first forned in 
Germany about 1927 and that ALBBRT EINSTEIN was one of the 
original sponsors in Germany. The purpose of the organiza- 
tion in Germany was to assist victims of fascist aggression 
in Italy to obtain transportation and visas out of rtaly. 

After the rise of Hitler in Germany, the organization 
took for its purpose the relief of victims from Nazi and 
fascist aggression* A group was formed in the United States 
in approximately 1933 for this purpose, Hiss STRuNSKY stated 
that the sponsors, as previously set out, were not particularly 
active in this group* The individuals most active, were herself 
and >'r. ST RUNG SPGP.O, Professor of labor at new i ork University* 


She advised that the organization had originally been 
formed through Dr. CPi-RO'S efforts and through the efforts of 
iss FREDA KliiCH.GY, who is presently the Treasurer of the 
organisation. 

In connection with the individuals whose release from 
Germany had been effected, .iss STRUIISKZ advised that the 
organization attempts to make a very complete investigation 
into the background of these persons prior to sponsoring 
their release* She stated that they were very strict in 
attempting to weed out communists and also Nazis, being 
primarily interested in political refugees of a liberal view- 
point in a strict sense of the word* 

She stated that prior to the outbreak of the war the 
organization had effected the release of approximately 200 
persons* Prior to the war the organization had a European 
representative in Paris by the name of OCTANE BIQUARD whom 
she described as liberal French businessman* Miss STRUNSKY 
stated that BIQUARD had not been heard of since the invasion 
of Paris* She stated that their present contact in Europe 
was through the EMERGENCY RESERVE COMMITTEE which was formed 
since the fall of France with headquarters in Marseilles. This 
organization is headed by Dr* FRANK KINGDOM, who is Assistant 
Secretary of the organization called fP^FCND AMERICA BY AIDING 
THE ALLIES, with offices at 122 East 42nd Street. 
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The J. SRGiiilCT RES^rti'A COiiUTTiS has an office in 
Marseilles under -r. VARION FRY and the INTERNATIONAL R3LT2F 
ASSOCIATION' ..orks through this office through an individual 
by the name of CA'M-L STIRMBERG, who is located in Marseilles. 
Miss STRUN3KY advised that STSRNBII.G is a political refugee 
himself and has recently obtained his visa to the United 
States* 


Cases are referred to the 3r3RG.iN0Y RJS3BYB 
CXMIIT . 21 in Marseilles and ST2RR3IRG attempts to investigate 
and recommend those cases in which he believes the INTERNATIONAL 
RELIEF ASSOCIATION would be interested* ISLss STRUNSKY also 
stated that cases are also referred to them by relatives in 
the United States and that these two sources were the origin 
of most of their cases. She stated that since the war the 
INTERNATIONAL R LI F ASSOCIATION has not been able to obtain 
the release of any individuals from Germany out they are 
working on those individuals who are in France, having fled 
from Germany. In connection with the investigation conducted 
of their applicants, Miss STRINSKJ advised thvt inquiries 
were made of references, relatives and also Consaunist, liberal 
and labor groups in the united States with world wide 
contacts in an attempt to eliminate any Communists and bonafide 
Nazis. 

y 

She stated that the association was financed ihrough 
benifits, mail solicitation and private contributions, mgxi 
this respect she explained that the HIT- ^NATIONAL FXLIISF 
i'iS, CCIiiHON had recently had. a drive with the KAN ..OcLB Ti- 
S-.filh.i;! .iNr BW., under the title n JOINT uAI-irAIGN Fu 
cOLITIOAL ?* ?FC£E3«. 

In connection with the application of HANS TIT ISSEN, 
Kiss STRUNSKY advised that ECRTRAI D. ADLFE had been requested 
to sponsor this application because of his personal friend- 
ship vith Miss STRUNSKY. She stated that TDLFK was not 
particularly active in the INTERNATIONAL EKLIFF ASSOCIATION 
although he had been named as a sponsor in the original 
organization. <-he stated that 7/OLF was unacquainted with 
TK3ISSEK personally* 

In connection with the sponsor FRED STRAUS of 
Fullerton, California-, Miss STRUNSKY advised that STRAUSS 
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was a personal friend of THEISS3N and had no connection with 
WOLF or the INTERNATIONAL RELIEF ASSOCIATION. ’’iss STRUNSICY 
denied any connection between the INTERNATIONAL RELIEF 
ASSOCIATION and the LQV3ST0NITES. 

In connection with FRANCIS HENSEN, !Hss STRUNSKY 
stated that he was one of the original sponsors of the 
INTERNATIONAL RELIEF ASSOCIATION, ohe advised that he was 
not active now. . ■; > 


It is noted that the CO; TITTLE FOR CULTURAL FREEDOM 
maintains the same address as the INTERNATIONAL Ri LIEF 
ASSOCIATION. Miss STRUNSKY stated that this committee was 
formed by a group of liberal professors to combat Communist 
•Party propaganda in the United States. She stated that the 
organization paid • 10.00 a month for desk space in the office 
of the INTERNATIONAL EHL1 ? ASSOCIATION but that recently 
the activities of the organization have practica.'ly ceased. 

She advised that ’ is. X2ABSLL 1UMBUEG, the wife of ONAHD 
LUMBERG, a writer, was head of this organization. 

'■'iss STP.UNSKY was questioned coneming MARTIN TAPES. 

She advised that TAPIS is an American business man who has 
lived in Mexico for many years, She stated that he is a 
close friend of BERTRAM j , WOLFS* She recalled TSI-PEE had 
a -lie and fur factory in MeidLco City. 

In correction with ’iss m MICHAELS, tlss STRUNSKY 
advised that she was connected with the LOV -.STONITLS in the 
independent Labor b 3a gue of America but that she did not know 
her very well. 

In connection with MARGE AU PIVSRT, Hiss STRUNSKY 
advised that this individual was, to the best of her knowledge, 
still in Mexico. Che stated that she had known him when he 
was in the united States although it was a casual acquaintance. 

She continued by stating that he was a close friend of BERTRAM 
B. Y.OLFJ. According to Miss STRUNSKY, PIVART was not one of 
the INTERNATIONAL RELIEF ASSOCIATION cases and never had any 
close association with this organization* 

Miss STRUNSKY supplied the following list of INTERNATIONAL 
RELIEF ASSOCIATION cases presently pending in ’Washington, with the 
date on which they were submitted: 
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Name 


Date 


;iiPJ fBOUfOESCH 
. ALTER IBLASIG 
EcEMANH/bORTFSLD 
WLHGLM JACOB ipOERTJR 
. AT.F RV.n/ffVT-TiTO.B 

' SOPHIE 7 GQLDSTSIR 
EILH3LP rSSSLBR 

aktoii/gryl nece 

i-LlJDIJL/ KLOTH 
KUPCTlR/iFE 

GUSTAV JST‘ Wi & Fiancee 
/ f CLARA p .G >: 
HANS/TH T5S-S 
ADOLBHf.ILK L!I 


MARCH 20, 19a 
LtAECH 17, 1941 
APRIL 16, 1941 
FSBEUARY 13, 1941 
OCTOBER 30, 1941 
N07KMB3R 7, 1941 
DEC-I3BR 31 i 1940 
FEBRUARY 27, 19a 
PARCH 20, 19a 
MARCH 24, 19a 

PAY 12, 19 a . I 
FEBRUARY 24, 19a / 

APRIL 21, 1941 


In connection with the hJj »jRLI RiSYCTLIEEf ilTI.O RIO . , 


Piss STRUISEY referred rgent to "ass A'RFTOA C-OII 1 , ALEE, Executive 
secretary* lass GlhEALi- stated that the 2L.,< ,.0113 iisS 

SHED TIT':, was formed after the Spanish ..ar in 1939* The FUND 
had entered into a contract with the Government of Ecuador for 
the purpose of forming a colony in Ecuador for the resettlement 
of Spanish farmers. In this connection iss CONEAL ■ I turned over 
to agent, a copy of the principle provisions of this contract 
which is being enclosed with copies of this report to the bureau. 
Piss GONZALES advised further that the organization was financed 
in a similar manner to the TNTE“:IL-.T r ONAL RELIEF ASSOCIATION. Post 
of the contributions were received in response to mail solicitations. 
She ststea tlu-t because of th- war situation the work has been 
very much interfered with but that they wer= attempting to 
get a colony started in Ecuador and hopeo that the organization 
machinery would be set up so that after the war they could 
colonise a group with Spanish farmers. At present they have 
moved approximately 50 Santa Dominican families to a new 
agricultural community in Ecuador. 


The officers of the %.v NOELD ^SETTLEMENT FUND EJC. 
are: j 

OSCAR GABRISON/VELLARD , N.Y* - Chairman 
JOHN SCSI PASdOo, hew York — Secretary 
NARC-AREtIoE SILVER - Treasurer 
A'FIRTCAJTON ZAEIZ - Executive Secretary 

The New York Telephone Company has advised that there 
were no long distance telephone calls made from the apartment 
of B .FTRA! D. .,'OEEG or from the apartment of SHEBA STRUNSKY 
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for the past three months* 'ihe New *ork Police department advised 
that they have been unable to locate a criminal record on 
3J3ERA!! »• .OLFd or 3UA >331 E_RG .CDLFB* To date the mail 
covers on B’TRAT wOIFF. and SIT 'BA SI2UKSKY have been non - 
productive* 


SNOIOSBRi TO THcJ B 
K.'jSF.TTI.^ENT Full'- 


CBSAUj COPY 07 TH , CONTRACT OF THJ Nt.V ..0313 
INC. ,,TTH ijCUAOORIM GOVOPiFEI-iT. 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION 


*At the Congressional Library, will re-view the 
index of authors and obtain all publications listed for 
BERTRAM DAVID VDLFE* 

*Will check the files of the Inmigration and 
Naturalization Service to attempt to ascertain whether any 
applications have been made by MARCSAU PIV0RT for entrance 
into the United States since he left in 1940* 


-PENDING- 
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NEWARK, Hlffr JSHSEY 


100-0-2436 

HAPtGKW 


Kovmber 19, 1941 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investlgatl 
Washington, D. G* 


EBi IMfJfei SUBJEC'XSf 

THRKAt C8I mOBT AERONAUTICAL CCRFORAflOH 
PAthlgBOM, » JBJBBI ... 


tkh 8ECUR] 


reau File 


Sear. Sirs 


Reference] is made to Bureau letter of September 24, 
1941, returning newspaper dippings and of laboratory examination 
results on material submitted by the Remark Field Division. 


Inasmuch as a rather complete investigation was con- 
ducted in this matter by the Paterson, Rev Jersey Police Department, 
and inasmuch as it is believed by them to be merely the prank... of 
a small time crook on a detective, and Inasmuch as there .fie no 
evidence of any subversive attempt In this matter, no investigation is 
being conducted by this office. c.y 


Very truly yours. 


■V -£ & 

. » * Ur- 


E. COHROt, • 

Special Agent in Charge 
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New World. Resettlement Fund, Inc . 
2 West 43rd Street 
New York City 


V . 
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THE CONTRACT 

The contract for the resettlment of five thousand refugee Spanish families in Ecua- 
dor signed hy Mr. John Dos Passos for the New World Resettlement Fund with the 
government of Ecuador is a document which covers five pages in Spanish. Its prin- 
ciple provisions are: 

1 - The Government grants the Fund the right to "bring in Spanish colonists; to 
acquire :or lease public and private lands; to parcel the land among the colonists; 
and to supervise the activities of the colonists. 

2 - To import free of duty seed, agricultural implements and machinery, animals, 
and personal and household goods for the use of the colonists. 

3 - To select the colonists for agricultural enterprises in agreement with the 
Diplomatic or Consular Agent designated by the Government. 

4 ~ The Consular or Diplomatic Agent shall grant visas when the information and per- 
sonal documents of the colonist assure him that the colonist is an honest worker. 
Collective visas will be granted to family groups. 

5 - The colonists shall be principally Spanish farmers but the Fund has the right 
to bring to Ecuador other Immigrants who are specialized in fields related to agri- 
culture in no higher proportion than 10 per cent. 

6 - The Fund shall deposit a sum of seven hundred dollars per family of seven mem- 
bers and one hundred dollars additional for each person over seven. This sum to 
be used exclusively to settle the colonists and to pay for their maintenance until 
they become self-supporting. 

7 - The first agricultural colony to include not less than ten families who are to 
be established during the first year. The Fund can bring in up to five thousand 
families during the period of this contract which is for five years. 

8 - The products raised by the colonists shall be exported free of export duty, as 
well as the by-products of their farms, whether said products and by-products are 
exported directly by the colonists or through the mediation of the Fund, but in any 
case the benefits shall accrue to the colonists exclusively. 

9 - The colonists are free to acquire Ecuadorean citizenship as provided by the 
laws of the country. At all times, however, the colonists shall enjoy the same 
civil rights granted to all other foreigners. 

10 - The colonists shall always enjoy the constitutional rights of religious free- 
dom. 

11 - The following Ministers are empowered to execute this Decree: The Ministers 
of Social Welfare; and Colonization; of Immigration; of Agriculture; of Foreign 
Relations; and of the Interior. Signed by the Acting President, Andres F. Cordova, 
National Palace, Quito, May 6, 1940. 
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December 24, 1941 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

C 

EE: BERTRAM DAVID WOLFE; Q 

ELLA gPwOLFE, alias Ella Goldberg 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to the report of Special Agent H. D. 
Brunp,New York, dated November 3, 1941 • 

A review of the New York file on instant case reveals 
that all leads have been covered, inasmuch as Special Agent Brunn 
advises that the mail cover on subjects have produced negative 
results . 


This case is being placed in a closed status. 


Va^r t ruly yours, 

5 . E. EQJggSlH, 
Assistant Director 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 

se&traj; dauid v;olfe 


IHTililAL GEOUkITY (E) 

ELEA G. MCLF3, alias Ella Goldberg 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


I 






investigation made by Provincetown, Massachusetts 
Police Department reflects that Subjects spent 
suaiaer at Provincetown* Subject Bertram David 
‘. .'olf has written articles and books of Mexico and 
Spain in recent years and one entitled "Keep 
America Out of bar" in 1939* He was stated to 
have joined the Gouiunist Party in 1919 out 
as soon as the raids took place he shirked all 
party activities, disappeared from his post and 
failed to show up at committee meetings, thou 
his wife continued to insist that Ms party salary 
should be paid. Other members of the party dis- 
approved to r .vhat seeded to then to be covxrdice 
in a leader, in what appeared to be aflight to 
Mexico, Mail cover by Provincetown host Office 
shows that Subjects have received various 
periodicals of a Socialist and Oonaunist nature. 


- It U C - 


uZTAILG: 


deport of special Agent II. ?. HO Ate at boston, 

Mas sachusotts, dated 9/k 3/41, 

Under date of A*ugust 9, 19A1 a letter was received, 
frojji Chief of Police AI/ii’CAi P. TZbZiG, Province- 
town, Irssachusetts with which was enclosed a cop;/ 
of a report of a special officer of the Provincetown 
Police department. This report described oubjec 

vJbT’-u iXJ -*•+*-* 
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Height: 

weight: 

Complexion: 

F^res: 

Hair : 

Age: 

Rationality; 
Associates : 

I' oculia rities : 


6 feet 
15S Lbs* 
tanned 
Brown 
Brown 

About 1+2 yrs* 

T T c* 

Harry Goodman, Broker 
Sheba Goodman, nee Gtronsky 
Hoc large nose* 


Subject iZLLA GGLDB2Y} is described as follows: 


Height: 

Height: 

Complexion: 

Ayes: 

wnir: 

muilu: 

mentation 

*. -e: 

Lationality: 

occupation: 


5' 3" or A" 

135 lbs. 
tanned 
Brown 
Brown 

Short and oto-olg* 

Good 

about /+ 1 + yrs* 

Belie V'.id. to bo L»c-* 
Jays she is a teacher 
in Brooklyn* 


the report is further quoted as follows: 


by the A* H. 
wdl; on t'ije 


'According to who’s hho in America, published 
quia Company, Chicago, 1940-41 ndifciio, \olur>: 


at the Provincotown Public Library 


Pago 




BYETSIAH DAVID HGLP3, writer, born Brooklyn, H.J-*, Jan. 19, _ 

1:0965 son of william D. and Lay (‘Jo rater) K,; B, A. Boll. City 
of Hew ’fork, 1916; student U* cf Mexico, 1922-255 II. A., 

Columbia U*, 1931; married, SLLA 50LD3LU3, April IS, 1917. 
Teacher English Boys High School, Brooklyn, 1916-17, Miguel 
Lerdo High School, Mexico City, 1922-25 Director 'workers School 
U.Y., A.Y. , 1925-29; Free lance writer since 1934» member Phi 
Betta Kappa. Author: Porttait of America, 1934; Portrait of 
Mexico 1937; Civil Ha r in Spain, 1937; Diego Liver a; Hi? Life 
and Times, 1939; Deathless Days, 1940; Keep America out of Har,^ 
1939; also articles* Rome address 6S Montague 3t«, Brooklyn, H 




Reputation: quiet and orderly and good pay, 

/ They vrere brought to 582^ Commercial 3t, by ELSIffsEARS 
wife of Ti'f SiljLIuliJ S.*b Post Office and the Goldbergs will be at Sears 
house supposed sister of 311a Goldberg or relatives of* 

The above address ehecks vdth prior information. 

Cane here about July 1st and leave about Labor bay, 

'.here rare they between 1917 and 1922? This is a 
blank in Eho 1 s '.ho, A BEETrAH D« b’OLFE appears in the index on 
page ;/6ll, of, I Confess, by Benjamin Gitlov.*, Trovincetown Public 
Library, page 27, 33-34, 36, 140-1, 400, 4O4-S, 419, 510, 512, 525, 
529-30, 533-4, 547-9, 564-8, ixs. I'OLPE, 278. 

531 yet k'olfe had written the main attacks on Trotslry for the 
American Party, 

34 One of the leaders and organizers of the Communist party in 
America* 

27 One of the city committee of new York to establish the Party 
in America* 

564 Removed from all positions in the party and in the Communist 
International, 

"652 - Benjamin Gitlow, riff, in Err*, 

People of the State of New York* 

"69 LA‘., r 2D* Oct, Term, 1924 - U,3. 266-268* 

(Argued April 12, 1923, Restored to docket for 
argument Hay 7, 1923* Reargued November 23, 1923* 
Decided June 8, 1925). 


3L-LA GOLDBERG r s brother, is 'at present in Province- 
town, at Lillian -tears home on Wiley Ed», his name is Barnett 
^Goldberg, 


Their friends are a family of HAriEY~G0GDI 'AN and 3 
- GOOD! Till nee Stronsky and have spoken to Irs, Sears about having 


IIS3A 


3 



something to do about getting refugees into this country, 

EARI3TT G0LDB3RG is a large powerful man, grayish hair, and 
has stayed with the Sears Family for several years, are quiet and 
pay well, considered by the Sears family as ivell educated Jewish 
people, country of origin unknown, They have expressed their 
hate for Hitler, 

BERTRAM '..0LF3 and vdfe ~.T,A . GOLDBERG stayed with the 
Sears family for two years in summertime and are well liked by 
them. The wife TELA GOLDBERG is supposed to be a school teacher 
in Kew York and will be retired in a couple of years# 

"Who's who" is blank for five years iri referring to this 
couple. But puts them both in Mexico from 1922-25, 

There is a blank between 1917 when they married, to 1922 
in Mexico, Gitlow in Ms book page ,.-143; In charge of this caucus 
Lovestone placed his crony, BERTRAM D, UOLI’E, who came as a delegate 
from California, Wolfe had been Lovestone 1 s associate v;hen the 
"national Left Ling" was first organized. He followed Lovestone 
into the Communist Party, organized jointly with the Russian 
Federation in 1919, As soon as the raids tool; place he shirked all 
party activities, disappeared from his post and failed to show up 
at committee meetings, though his wife continued to insist that 
his party salary should be paid. After many months news began to 
trickle in that Uolfe had left the country and had made his residence 
in Mexico. The rani: and file comrades did not relish what seemed 
to them cowardice in a leader, end openly expressed thfeir dis- 
approval of v/hat looked like flight to I'exico, 

The fact that his wife is or it not a school teacher and 
will be retired on pension in a few years, does not check with 
being a free lance writer since 1934", 

The Boston Field Office file contains letters ’.vhich have not been 
previously reported in this case from the Postiaster at Province- 
town, Massachusetts which give the results of mail covers. The 
letters are dated from August 11th to August 23rd and names the 
following individuals as having corresponded with Subjects: 

"The Leader from the Leader" 318 Regent Park Ed, Longon, 113; one 
lwtter from the "Lev; Republic", 40 3ast 49 Street, K.T.C.; The 
"Hew International" a monthly organ of revolutionary Marxism; one 
letter from J. 3AFGI TA JOFlpkLOPEA , y2o, Mexico, U.F., and one card 


4 



froa CAR! EL II. E032, Box 248, Carmel, H,Y* 

Letter addressed to BEHEST D. kCLFE froa ALICE L.^DODCE, 22 
East 17 Street, U.Y.C.; letter froa S«-^pE//iKZ, 424 Beach 
127 Hut, Rockavay Parc, L*I», II, Y, ; one letter froa Editorial 
Eric 11a, 3. A* Santiago, De Chile ; one paper, "The Call froa 
H.Y.C , ; for ELLA C-. hOLFB, one insured froga R-s^SOLDBSiQ, 41- 
22-42 Street, Sunnysiue, £*I«, H.Y* 


One letter for BERTRAM D. MGLFE from 113 East 19th Street; one 
letter froa R0S3 X LAI,3, 307 k’est 7o Street, Lew York City; letter 
fron the "The Lev; Republic, 40 East 49 th St*, L.Y.C.; letter 
from R. K. MACY Co,,, Herald, 3q», IMT.G.; one registered printed 
natter from I LAY Edison Ho* 40 Mexico; one letter 
for ELLA kCL*.E, froa Red Sank, L,J, and one card for both Mr 
and Lrs« BFMXLFE fron Es~-F0E3A, ’/> Cr* Kehlo, Agnage 22 Aysaeren 
D-l, I e;-d.co, 

Letter addressed to BERTRAM 0. kDLPE from SSfcm'JZS, Intern- 
national Observer, 142 Lexington Ave*, II*Y.C.; letter and books 
fron The k, Y, Herald Tribune, 230 best 41 Street, H.Y.C. ; 
one mag-anise, Fourth Internal! onal, Fourth International Pub. 

As .ociation, 116 University Place, k.Y.C,; for both parties 
on one card fron Elaine Herb, mailed at kev.ark, II, J*; two 
papers the Argentina Libre-* 


Letter addressed to BERTRAM u. kCLFE from II. F. T. Manchester 
8, Mexico, B. F, ; one book fro." Lilli. am Manon Co., 386 Fourth 
Ave,, L.Y.C, and from 3548 One card 2 cents for magazine; and 
for Mrs, BERTRAM D. kCLFE, from Ethel, Brooklyn, L.Y, one card. 

Letter addressed to BZLTRAI ' D* k’CLFS from Thirty third floor. 
Metropolitan Tower, One Madison Ave*, IJ*Y.C. ; one book from 
Herald & Tribune, 230 >.est 41 Street, I.kY.C,; Books, Herald 
Tribune, one newspaper The Call, Miss Ella G-. k’olfe, the Ration, 
and the Hew Republic, for Mr. and Irs. BERTRAM. l). k’OLFE, one 
letter from Barocharing, The Am, Seninar Holderness School, 
Plymouth, A, II, , one letter to Irs, B. kOLFE, from Scheger, 
k»F.D* Mo. 1., Lebanon, K.J, 
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Letter to EELTRAI! D. U0LFJ3, from "Keep America Gut of War 
Congress", 22 jast 17th Street, S.Y«C.j one third class 
letter from 112 East 19 th Street, I'l.Y.C* for Ella and Bert 
..olfe, one card fro-n Tess, South Eellfleet, Ussachusetts* 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 

CO&1UKTST PARTY, USA - Brief 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


i/w] % httk/ 

\ V' Both rk 


BERTRAM DAVID ROLFS 
Prospective Ritness 


Both Don j jraiffcM&tlow and Louis F.- Budena have indicated that 
Bertram David Rolfo is possessed of a considerable^mount of information 
regarding the early history of tho Party, Bertram-Rolfc is tho subgeo+ 
of an Internal Security I*. investigation, Boston origin, Bureau F,ll>’ 

Do. 61-CO^O. Tho investigation in its inception was handled by 
tho Boston and Hew York Offices and two K-avr York Offico has beer. 'VrR : 
with copies of all reports in that case. Bertram wolfs has been in'. cvi 
froru time to tiuia by tho How York Office vrith regard to tho Commur-lst 1 r 
and individuals connected vlth tho communist movement. ihorc arc 
definite indications that hoi 0 is still a Marxist and poos bly a 
Marxist— Leninist, He is also known to have b«ien in recent years & iV.c. 
close associate of Jay loves tone, former official of the Comuni' t .rrc , 
who like Rolfo vos expelled in 1?29. Rolfs has been associated wit.. 
Loves Aon 0 in various enterprises since that date. 

It is reported that Rolfo is now preparing biographies on tbo 
great Marxist loaders and recently gave a lecture at .Antioch Colic go. 
Yellow Springs, Ohio, There appears to bo no doubt at this coin' 1 "ini' 
Rolfo is anti-Stalin and, tirorefore, anti -Communist in its strict - 
However, the possibility exists that VJolfo might r.ot willingly c’yx .*u.. ‘1 
advocacy of tho overthrow of the Government of the United States oy 
or violence as a basic tenot of the Communist movement particularly 
if he is still at heart a Leninist. 

Nevertheless, since Rolfo was at one time the head of the 
Workers School in How York, it is believed that ho should be inrie iuahRl; 
interviewed regarding the educational program of the Party during tin A 
that ho was associated with it in an official capacity. You should cc-r 
this interview with regard to tho educational program in such a vy 0 .. 
obtain the maximum information regarding the curriculum,' Ac:;tboo'':. ’R 
soloction of students, ate., and at the s ,§^K f? ^H I'y*.-,- /F-r.uJat^ * 0 : 
further approaches to wolfe looking toward his. ul v.R. v-j use as <k oOvv 

.1 • j _ . . u • • u->_ 1.1 * ~ A 


At this time, of course, no indication sho£Ld be given to 
Wolfe that he might be used as a Government witness. Rolf o’ c avtivi* 


(fi (- (fk & 






toward assisting the Government publicly in court can be discreetly sound* 
out after the historical material, believed to be in his possession, has ’ 
been obtained through interview and after the Bureau has had the 
opportunity to analyze such material. \ 

During the course of the interview with Yfolfe his knowledge 
of the historical background regarding the organization and the ler >r- 
ship of the Party from 1919 until 1930 should be obtained int-. ruc- 
detail as possible, predicating it, of course, on your inter'-' - \i the 
educational program. For assistance in this regard, you should ‘ 
to the highlights in the chronology of the Party's organization >r - 
set out in the letter to New York in this case regarding Jay i-owic: 
dated August 15, 19l*7* 

The results of the interview with Yfolfe should be submitted w 
the Bureau in letter form no later than seven days from the receipt c * 
communication. 
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Dear Sirg 


Rebulet of Aug„ 13, 1947 ih which you requested that BERTEL 
DAVIT be interviewed by Agents of this Office for information in 
his possession concerning his tenure As Director of the workers School, 
KYC, as well as information concerning the early years of the ; Communist 
Party, USAo , ' i j : 




On Septo 10, 1947, WIFE was interviewed at his residence^ 
Kontague St 0 , Brooklyn, NY, by SA‘s Richard J e Gallagher and John 
yacks from ls55 p o m 0 until 3s35 PoJn° 'At the outset EDTFE seeded to ;be ; ? 
agreeable and advised that he was willing to be of assistance ;to the 
F3Io However, he could not understand why 'he was being questioned about 
the Communist Party since he had left its ranks many years ago 0 It was . 
appropriately explained to WHLFE that 'it was essential that the Agents 
dbtain background information oh the #arty and it was no reflection 
against him that questions were ibeing tasked of him concerning jthe party 0 
The point was expressly made that he rtas being interviewed bebause it 
was felt he would be willing to assist the Govt, in making available in- 
formation concerning the Party in its formation and educational program 
during its early years,, j | • 


• . i • 

V^TFE advised that he 'was Director of the Workers School from 
1925 to 1929 o During the latter year he was also appointed National 

I * 
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tetter to Director 
NT 100=81752 


J . 


. SejpteniberJ 11, 1<?47* 




the former had be 
he had no knowledge 


Director of the Agitation Propaganda Department of the! Party . I He' stated ■ 
^that his predecessors as Director's of jbhe School were jjgLIA sriiART- . 

3YST2 and REBEC CM GRE CHT . He stated that it was his '■^dirstanding that-. 


liquidated by the 0GHJ during the Ijate thirties and / 1 
of GRECHT atj the present timSo- * * •• | 

1 l ■ '• " . t - 

i ’ . • . \ v ..... 


ji According to Y/OLFE, he issued catalogs for the school twice 

a year during his tenure and although he had an advisory committee to . ' 
help him arrange curricula, select teachers, and assist; in the running 
of the school, he ccsnsidered them but a rubber stamp committee 1 ; and ad- /' 
Vised that they had had no authority whatsoever® He seamed to take great 
bride in the fact that he was solely responsible for th£ school although 


Jie did admit that the central committed of the Communist; Party 


passed on V 


all his recommendations and activities i However, he stated that this 
committee approved everything he did. His pride also extended to the 
faot that he made so much money for the school and did such a v/onderful 
job that he was made the National Director of Agit-Prop^ 1 ! * 

. WOLFE advised that these catalogs contained the courses to be 
offered at the school, the names of the teachers who will teach the sub- 
jects, as well as a short description or outline of each course® He 
also advised that these catalogs in numerous instances contain the names ' 
Off textbooks to be used in individual bourses® 1 


’ At this point in the iintea 
from WOLFE specific information bonce) 

ahd the names of the courses and jthe fj 
failure because WIFE invariably jstatec 
catalogs” ® j 


jew attempts were 'made to obtain 
ng the contents ;of each course 

iculty. These attempts met with 
that "You can find them in the 


It should be noted that WDLF^ advised that in the late thirties 
he had given to the Fifth Avenue Branch of the NY Public! Library all the 
catalogs, outlines, mimeographed material, etc®, pertaining to the school 
which he had in his possession® He advised that at the “present time he 
has no papers, documents or catalogs inj his possession which he used at 
the school or in his propaganda work® t / /■ 


i 


& 
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I tetter to Director 
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September 11, 1947o 


YJDLFE advised that the school was divided into three terms, 
namely, the autumn-winter term, the winter-spring term, and a summer 
session,, He stated that the firist two terms were open to non-Comounists 
!)as well as Communist students and had bn the faculty Communist teachers 
as well as non-Conpunist teacherjs® In passing, he mentioned 
Smm, and SCGTX y. T F-4R INQ as being typical of the non=Coramunist teachers® 
'“Concerning the s$er sessi on, EpLFE stated that this was held solely 
and exclusively for Party members, the students for which were first 
picked by the district leaderships and passed upon by the National leader- 
ship® He stated that the purpose of the summer session was.tq train Cora^ 
jmunist Party members for leadership anjd further advised that only members 
of the Communist Party were on the faculty® 

j* . • , t ' 

WOLFE stated that unlike thei Jefferson School the Workers School 
'Was held out as a Communist Party scho.ol and that the Communist Party ap- 
proved his holding out the school as an official Party function® 


I; Concerning advocacy of the overthrow of capitalism by force and • 

; violence, I©LFE stated that thisj was never taught as such in the Workers 
School but in groups it was understood that eventually there must be some 
type of revolution to achieve the dictatorship of the proletariat. He 
Stated that even in those days was prevalent the thought that the 
I capitalists , when the Communists became powerful enough to take over as a 
ruling class, would resist with force land, therefore, Communists would 
'have to combat force with force 0 1 i 

i i . ' ; ; 

]i WOLFE further stated that thje Party did not propagandize force 

since they had but recently gonej through a tremendous struggle to obtain 
I legal status and it would have been ” foolish” for them to advoicate force 
and violence at that time because it would have lost for them What public 
j support they had gained® YJDLFE Stated that even in discussing the attain- 
ing of the dictatorship of the Proletariat by the Party, it was felt as 
Well as taught that this could be done through peaceful means o' He stated 
I that his position on this question could be found in his pamphlet entitled, 
pThe First American Revolution” while the Party’s posit! on cm this question 




ter; to 'Director. 

ilivA Milt J ■» .?■ ' " 


in' the pamphlets entitle# «p3£tfdrm of '2$ 24 (Jampalgn^ andt 
jjllatf orm'^f- ^28|-campaign», whicjh he ! fished ; the 

!*eit^jStfci to discuss ttsis question -eawh.- ; 
M;t|ie'.%aat9' 'q£ i^xLsmKteninism* Hows ver, he" did' state that -while the ; .t; 
||heoli; d$ef potl^ contain any specific cot rses conceraing ' ^evolution or .' v •■' 
|<|r^f^s^l;d 7 ertfe,o# : ' ; of the ^oyerratentytevertheless- ^f’Oreeful statements'V , 
joritaih®^ 'in the writings o ff MARX andU SNIM w ere highlighted and stressed •-'■■ 
in Various pther courses gitte at tWe\Y ‘orker s School .,*! Re stated .in refer- f 
=jrice‘to the nforceful statements'* ccntsined in the textbooks that the 
^trdssing -of , these statements did not r ecessarily mean revolutlonaiy action 
|t that time . :• j When questioned as to ti e particular statements j or hooks in > 
(fhi^tHese statements were contained*. he‘;r^«lS^9d.the Agents w th# catalog 


was ihstrijnental in its formation in a jremote manner, since he was in Me* 
ht the t|4ie, h^ was riot active in the larty rintil 19^5’i^ien hejhecame 
^irectdr - cjf th^’ lTdrkers School, jHe adMsed that he knevy nothirg ooncret 
-about .the .:Partjp until after this 'activity began in 192^5 J. ’ ■ i . , 

:%>.> Wv-- ’* ,v ' I .. • / r ' ‘ ' 

; '• > ''' .. a - ■•**.'. " ‘ .i. ** . W • ’ ' 

''a. tifOlFE stated that at the timd he became active in ttw^Fartyts 
Jorj^j, , iCoBHBteri.ft Party in the u, S. was already closely tiec. up with 
|he ; -Russian Cojnmuriist Party and Comintern Agents were in this country 
directing the activities of the American Communist Party, WOLFE said 
that ’there was a constant interchange 4f Agents and as a result he could 
not remember 'the names of any agents. [He said that thebe agents only 
appeared before small groups of top officials and at the conventions 
where they usually acted behind the scenes rather than dpen3y> 1 


H? y * WOLFS also said that it was ja known fact that Comintern 

Agents were in this country and that directives were issued guiding the 
lOlicy of the American Communist | Party If rom Moscow. He ; claimed that 
these 'directives were even printed at that time on occasion in | the Bail; 
rorker. ■ ■ He maintained, however, that the Party started ; spontaneously 
ji$h no Soviet or Russian aid, but eveq in its very beginning looked to 
jbsccw fori inspiration and guidance, because Russia was considered the 
jorerumer and; the leader in scientific socialism* . ; • . t l . 

Concerning the Party* s .connection with the Comintem^ WOLFE, 
;ho had previously advised that he edited the theoretical organ ! of the 
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Letter to Director 
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September 11, 1947c 


Party as well as holding the position of Director at the Workers School, 
stated that the Comintern never gave any directives or issued any orders 
which would effect the contents Of the magazine 0 He stated that this 
magazine was under his sole control and consisted mostly of reprints of 
articles appearing in Russian periodicals and articles on current American 
topicso ' • ' 

It should be noted that VfOLFE throughout the interview exhibited 
an injured air when attempts were made to discuss revolutionary tactics of 
the Party, claiming that his faction, which included LOVESTONE, were peace- 
ful and law-abidding citizens whb attempted solely to make the , Communist 
Party an American institution independent of Soviet cantrolo He explained 
that he was guilty of American except! onalism and although at the time he 

deeply respected the Soviet Dhiod for its guidance, he felt that the Com= 
munist Party should not be forced to follow directives and orders emanating 
in the Soviet Union<> ; ! 

During the interview op at least three occasions, ^OlpE advised 
that his time was too valuable to be spent talking about his activities in 
the Party and incidents which ocpurred 1 during his time in the Party which 
*f happened twenty years ago» 0 He' further intimated that, the Agents were 
fishing for information and he advised that all information that the 
Agents were interested in could be found in the catalogs which ( he had 
turned over to the Public library as well as other books which; had been 
written on the subjecto 1 1 

!. : : j 

WOLFE stated that he did not believe the Co mmunis t Party to be 
dangerous to the security of the U« S o ; nor was he in full agreement with 
the loyalty probe presently being conducted o : 

! . ‘ J I ( • 

It is the interviewing! Agents > opinion that tDLFE is! un- 
cooperative and could not be trusted as a witness 0 j J: 

j f 

j IrJOLFE was told that his adviice concerning thei obtaining of 

material from the catalogs would: be followed but should important and 
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August 23 3 1954 

REr-pOLITICALj ACTIVITIES IN ITALY 


Attached hereto are reports conc.erning political 
activities in Italy prepared by Harrf^Goldberg 3 a repre sentative 
of JayrLove stone 3 located in Rome 3 Italy . These documents 
were furnished to the Liaison Agent on August 19 3 1954 3 by 

| This material may be destroyed if of 
no interest to the Bureau • , 
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TiEPORT FROM ITALY 


ODHTRCL 8. f, SFFfOliSLS 9SLY 


June 27, 1954 


Acknowledging your short note of the 22nd, which arrived yestor 
day. I*m taken up with ’practical 1 * natters, so that I haven* t very much) 
time for paper work during the next week (I*m doing this at midnight), 
not to mention the Ed Millers who will be staying on for tho whole of nax 
week (and who are very nice people indeed) and with whom v/o * 11 be spondiuj 
a lot of time, so 1*11 just put down the outline of tho essential points 
rc my past year’s activities and leave It to you to tc.ke out of it what 


you want* 

Activity Hoport 

A - In Italy 

1 - T.tf. Work — in line with the A.F. of L. attitude re the 
CISL*s constituting the main base of the organized democratic, anbl- 
co±.’udst labor ovoaont, have 'worked closely am harmoniously with CISL 
and its leadership, nationally and locally, discussing problems jointly, 
making my sag- estions, indicating differences (when necessary), helping 
iii specific situation upon the request of CISL, etc. 

In line also Irith the stated policy of the A.F. of L* re the 
dosirabilit.- and necessity of building up as strong and united an anti- 
communist labor ovement as possible in Italy, whoru tho corn-controlled 
CG-IL represents the chief weapon in the hands of the PCI for erecting 
instability and chaos, have continuously prossed tho leadership of tho bid 
(also locally as well as nationally) to rethink tho situation unu try to 
overcome the unrealistic and detrimental ideologic prejudices it has alway 
pvesented vs. the -’oeessar,, ideal of democratic t.u. unity. In this 
connection have also continuously raised the same problem with the 
loaders of tho PSDI and tho PRI which are the 2 political parties that 

influence tho line of the >;\£, beh too scenes. 


WHTBOL «. S'. OffiGli 
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2 - Discussions with Industrialists — the future economic heelv 
of Italy, the stabilizing of the democratic structure of the country is 
impossible without a definite change in the direction of social progress- 
ivisiu on the part of the Italian industrialists who today, with very few 
exceptions, are characterized by narrow vision, social selfishness and 
especially paternalism (almost neo-feudalism) , nob to mention lack of 
courage re fighting .communism as witness their playing one union off vs, 
another, etc. Have discussed these problems with some of the largest and 
most representative Italian concerns (FIAT, Olivetti, B.T-.D., etc) and 
have pressed tiem ou their oafcomatlistle tendencies, on the necessity 
of raising wages (slncd their profits are gr^et, especially in view of fchf 
laxity that prevails re paying thoir legitimate taxes, and vrhich, therefor 
they can well afford), so as to take away from tho corns one of their chief 
levers of fighting c .mi-unionism and supporting the free, democratic trade 
unions as being in thoir own long-term interests as well as that of Italy 
as a whole, etc., 

3. Polibicall. have talked, agitated, conferenced continuously 
with the loaders of all the democratic parties, pressing for the largest 
concentration of democratic forces cooperating on thq^olitical level In 




light of the too-great political strength of the unholy £og-Nenni alliance^, 

,n 


with especial attention being aid during its M mad period of pressing 
for the inclusion o Nenni after last Xoar^ June 7th elections — to 
ti e ladershlp of the PSDI. Have continuously presented tho line of tho 

AFt on all outstanding, vital into mat ional or obi o m3* 

4 - With our Governmental Institutions an bio a ding personnel , 
from the Ambassadress down, with the Political Deptt., the USI3, I’OA, etc 
have discussed the outstanding political and econo He problo ia feeing 
ItaLy and presented the A.F. of L. viewpoint on the fight vs. coiminism. 


the trade tinlon question, the character of Italian Indus trirHs 


' t< 


tfSlSCL 1 t WAB 


Have applied great and continuous pressure here especially vs* 
the loads' shin of POA to (in line with the discussions and agreement react 
ed for cooperation between Meany and Staseen) direct thoir economic aid 
program here in light of consideration of concrete ways and moans of help* 
ing the free trade unionists specifically and the fight against com nunism 
generally . 

B - O utside Italy 

1 ** Work at Geneva - 

a. Preuented and spread about our viewpoint as eirpressoc] 
in our publications) on the relevant international questions. Personally, 
in addition, continuous contacting and conferencing with representatives 
of Asian countries especially — delegations, diplomatic personnel, 
journalists — and presenting of o’jr viewpoint on Inu: -China, colonialism 
and the fight vs. communism goner all, , etc, 

b. taking care of the "special business" tho Committee 
had prepared for doing at Geneva* 

2 - Maintenance of contacts in Asia, especially with Indon- 
esians here, and in Indonesia, with the view of pressing out critical 
attitude re dangerous, appoasemont-of-communism-devolopmonta there, both 
internail, as well as externally (re R e d China), 

Since you’ve raised the question of the Convention, we’d like 
to ask whether we’re coming home for it. We'd like toj ve think wo ought 
to (there are things I ought final 1. to report to ,, ou)j we hove to check upj 
on ourselves re matters physical, etc. Let us know immediately, plcse, re 
this, if we’re to come home, things being so darned crowded we’d have to 
make reservations Immediately. It might be a good idea to wire us immedia- 
tely about when you’d want us to get home. 
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* Millions of liberty-loving neopl through ufc the world .dll celebrate 
tO'»?K« as a landmark in roan’s urnill strug~lu for ivramn dignity, decency 
and freedcn* 

Jody Fourth svnboHzes even lore than the birthday of aur nation, -.here 
would the world bo today, if the ideals nroclai:x-d in the Declaration o’ 
Independence, the ideals which inspired the American Revolution, had not 
triimhed? Hitler^know the answer to this question* So did Stalin* So docs 
the present Communist dictator Malenkov* Fortunately for the: future of nanbi^, 
sc do men and woven of every color, creed, and. country rho love liberty and hale 
tyranny cv* ev.rv tyne and striae* 

H’aaanity finds itself in too *ravo a crisis to permit us the futile 
fanfare of 1 jin -oistic ila paving* Those who came with Cdunbus or on the 
Mayflower were not born in California, ’-'iscoinin, Illinois or Ucw Fork* ,T ery 
likely, quits a nui or of them v.ouLl nor:- be able to so ;o into our count r. ©Jay 
because of the Mcfarrnn-hifL+.er TJiui.gr fcdon Act* ' ut no Is inlator un deny and 
no law can of taco from history the fact that* the ideals of freedom and the ideas 
of ju^b human ir;lati:n , 'hip^i.lch have na 4 e our couabxy ,-reat as well as strong; 
were ^rrai tit to o-v* shams on the shi s which have landed our discoverers, the 
fore'ears of ott Founiinr Mathers, the- nicneers, the ,uilda *s a; ' the deihnders 
of onr land at over critical hour* 

Our country was born out of devotion to an ideal i —the ideal of 
political liberty and economic opportunity* This is the distdn uishi. • feature of 
A uirica as an inden ardent country, h’itn us, it is character not cdor, capacity 
not creed, that counts ever more. That is why I a-i so glad to speak of July fourth 
tu you hh o ore largely Americans ’ y c bv-'ce and not by Aance* Hevor for yb th t wo 
are all equal' efore the law, ’oreiryi l ora American a &.1 native-born k ic^lcan al dec* 
Our naoio is truly a people of rany peoples* 

I can not detail the snloniid contri' utions made by men and women of 
various national prirdna, rel:;icn ; and races to th^birti and boil fin" of our 
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country* On this occasion* we pay homage to the many millions who are not honored 
by statues in our public squares or rlorif" ed in our history- text books. Today* we 


hen or and salute America' 


iown soj 


oeace. proat 


and nro-reas. 


alon * with o-u* unknown soldier o' 1 "bitter battle and alorloas victory* 

Nhen X now nootli'ht the Italian contribution to America as a fortress of 
freedom, I do r.ot exclude or bclitbl* the role of any other constituent national 
group in oar history. In merely pointin’ to one of tli,- various sources of Americans 
inspiration and growth, I actually stress tint our country* a strength lies in the 
very diversity of it-, origins* 

Tue ’hjurtdin * "father a of or r RenuMic are dee'l" inde’ ted to ..he It lian people* 
If any man as typified the spirit of th*~ yourv. and vigorous American democracy* it 
was Thcvnf.s Jefferson* He nasslonatel; loved dono-racy. He hated lc-y anu 
iyxvnry in any form* And if' any mo person inspired Thomas Jef feir-on to include 
in the Pijclaration of Independence- the- lofty truth'* and ideal? that fall man are 
cr atod equal, -’-hat they are endowed with certain In^Iicna'-ln ri-ht-j that a :ora 
these are Life, Id erty, and the pursuit of Happiness,.*’ it was hie clo -r friend 
and co-worker, the Italian ohys Lcian, Philip Haszei* 

The struggle of the Italian pc opl- for mt-io. al freedom has much in common 
with the war waged by the American people for national independence* The Its. dsn 
H r.isorcimc'nto fl was the one great European national revolution which was led, in its 
victorious diase, by non w o were pure liberals. The ideals of Jefferson and 
Lihcoln and the ideals of Garibaldi and Haas Ini came from the same mainstream of 
hintoiy — true li" oralisa* 

Americans of Italian c Inin can point with justified pri.de to the 
contribution their forebears have made to the cause of 'roedoa and national 
unity curin;- the Civil far* Our government in Washington then extended a most- 
cordial in-lt-ati on to the former officers of aribaldi to join the armies of the 
North* Ih.se mar’y courageous men responded enthusiastically. They dost in ut-hed 
themselves in the hottest sectors o r " th- battle front. The Garibaldi Guard fought 
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heroloslly !n i'v. "attic of T'-ull r -nn # ih sin -» a -,.J mvehter of Harpers >'enyj 

find it V:t * -urrende'c of jteo and his? any# ItLmty-ono years a-o to the Hu*-, 

jriU 3, the:/ *"00 'bfc in the "atHe of .~3Wyso«e-:> they haloed reave that 

Alltr-hti*. or fa--ric of history 'Ii’ch ;:ac t.'v: inspir*;i5.on of “4ncoIa*» immortal 

‘ ■ ' > 

Cx&.tys'x'x • address*^ 

July fourth 19$i finds freedo* 3 -l<ydn-: mankind anal n cohSponted with a 
choic r "inline to the one *"eed by tY ^v^ers of frit* Smeriran ^yr'-Xlc 
!, unc«i-.’itional cu’* mission to the tyranny” #o v ' resistance by force.” The leaders 
of the trie hi, can ’"evolution *G<*-r>Xed the cost of *fte '•oite'd-/** w hcy found "nothin,: 
so dreadful -.3 lever;.**” $», f/ • 1 * f critical h*«r, (he r> Pk--, of d-vcracy 

everyone. or can -other Eieanureless insnire.ticn from the ctirrina nnawar pirn to 
" -Xfclwh dosnotisrn in 177^* 

jwkt face an enemy lofXnitol'* -ore ' ostial and eeweefni than the one 
faced by 5 he hwn-ors o'* <nv? fennMin* n ! today we h,>v--> the advantage of •: :ore 
than 17 * year** o-‘ ••'•v-vion-p > :h- ctnryla "tr ll’-crfcy# ?*«!•' >o^ 

rJLLlLar' ovi vn errtia-nt- r,r. no- ’olio -*n rhy banner of denonsney* 

In this connection, r will a-t&n cite Italy as an cra**>l8« T’oly is the 
only ur v<an country who ’e ir.o ns in hoi of its depte-r lie underground was bom 
and odu-rtod w’or ’’ascianu -has. n tr 5 >.fe to %e vitality of ltd 5 " < ’error. icy S 
And vciay .he >**onlo of ^frl ace ' ra-hsaliy developin' a synthesis between fnthoMt? 
and other social! pror cuiCrn and deno* ratio forces* Here ic tV oath to the 
ultimate completion of the j;iaoryi.mcnto« ' Here is the historic nirsii finance o* the 
"*calb*-"ar» ytt leadership of Italian democracy at this crucial hour fc£nlrrn.-«*.l<v'ol 
crinis* \ 


■i X o nnot conclude w* thort --y’vvrsinp »y apomciat-.oo of the ooport- .~\>j 


to drJ.Xvr this i- -j a;-.-3 an’tc* Mi ■<■'* :idr 0 o' tht. v. 


c*i mn l rod* m.iX.-* 


“fuch. r.rs no historic a rrn;>* Thi" wirlon truly a s;onboi of the American 
acltin- not — a eyabol of livin' loynlt an 5 d'-nsnic devotion to t!m "neat i-ieal 
of 11 ortr *f'dch ' elenyr. to all humanity an? binds to 'Other ell palplcs* t speak 


■;>. {*?>». 
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of X *°- al 69 t:ic Xm-omational Ladies » lament Voifers* Union, Local 9? was 
conceived and foiled to the spirit of 17?.?, in the tatomhart 53 ^ o ’ freedom 
'.hat led to the siornia : of the ~.aatm~. end ;ave t» France and ail th world 
uh imvortnl t-attt : cry of M li~ -tty, equality, and fraternity,* T-vte "1 -*;ty 

force that tier, li fc? a steel rod ihrou h the hi "tor*;.- o' ell sirup lee for social 
justice and fcsnan li erfcy, ^ 

Tho ideals which inspired the Declaration of Independence and the 7o~Jidin; 
fathers of our countoy n ver before lyd so nuch neantof! to all rankind, To us, 

Jt£lar ^ 19 ^* is a saerei1 dajf- for our all-out re-dedication to the oreaersr.tio n 
and pronotion o>’ these ideals. Lot tr build th, r ,*1 road ^ • world fro- from 
•win terror - w' fcfci orchis, the a- rile r/nrert;, and hh hor.tr- o'* war, vo a 
world o ©voted to reedon, wdil-'.cin •* and peace for all nanlcind. 
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REPORT mm i mu 


August h, 195>h 


Florence *rip 


Xn our days here, we had a long session with Bacoi, CTSL ^en. s «c* of 
the Florence region re rental situation and workings of CTSI>| 2) a 3~hoirr session 


Tilth Bacci and all the local secretaries of the region (6 of than) where they discussed 
their problems; 3) a session with la Pira , the famous mayor cf Florence; U) a sesatof* 
with Reed, Con. General of Florence; 5) a visit through the Pigaone works (which was 


in the news nil over Italy some time ago and re which, you may reniaber, I wrote you 


a long report) and a discussion on thesnot re situation and problems of the plant Tilth 
hose, myself, Bacci, some CISL activists and the labor-manape :ent relations director 
of the plant present; 6) a visit to a session of the Municipal Cornell of Florence; 

7) a visit, at midnight, through the plant of *11 Mattino*, the outstanding Independent 
paper of Florence and a discussion re Florence and national nroblems with i+s editor; 

8) odds and ends. From all of which, the following emerges* 


A - Gsaeral Situation 


Flcranee is a town of something less than half a million Inhabitats. 


The "tillages and small towns making up its periphery in the province has something over 


a half million people, so bat the province as a whole boasts about a million even. 


Florence itself, though tr«aendcfwly important as a cultural and artistic center is 


peculiarly static from an economic ard industrial point of view. Some 1» Ifrge plants 


and a few small establishments employ in the neighborhood of about 10,000 workers. 


The real thick belt of industrial workers i* concentrated in the smaller towns and vil- 


lages on the periphery of the province surrounding Florence. Florence itself makes its 


living chiefly on the tourist trade (after Kerne, perhaps, it has more tourists than, any 
oilier city • £ Italy) from the dollars spent directly in the hotels and restaurants and 


in the arts and crafts establishments (chiefly leather, silver and straw goods.) Fpwevw 


in spite of its limited industrial character. It came into the limelight last year and 


made all the headlines because of the action of Mayor Is Pira in the famous Pi an one 


c fl se (of which, later). la Pira himself, of whom, also, later, in an interesting, 


ebullient, contradictory and controversial figure, but he has certainly succeeded in 
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keeping Florence in the limelight. I 

The province itself is me of the strongest communist strongholds In 1 
*H Italy* close on the heels j actually* of the farao m red province of Reggio r mlI5.a» 1 
Some indication of coamunist strength can be gleaned from the fact that of the £0 towns 
and villages in the provincial periphery around Florence, h6 have communist mayors, 
either PCI or PST* most of them of the former persuasion, Florence ifaSf had a commnnial- 
mayor until he was displaced at the last municipal election by the colorful la Pira, 
so that the city is a sort of political oasis in a desert completely dominated by the 
enemy, ^ut the woraminista are still fairly strong in the city? of the <50 or so members 
of the Municipal Council they have 16, to 32 for the C, Demos, h liberals, h Republicans} 
1 BSDIer and 2 MSI and 1 independent. 


B - labor and Trade "nlon % Nation 

The situation being what it is especially in the periphery* you can 

imagine what a tough row to he* CISL has here. The overwhelming bulk *f the industrial 

Is 

and agricultural wurkers/in the periphery which isifcere the communis ts have their t.n. 
as well as their Political strength, There arqfcbcut h*?O,OO0 workers of dll categories* 
mostly in the periphery. Of these about 1/3 or 1^0,000 are organized, -he relative 
strength here of CIS I- and CGI I x s roughly about 1 to h, with CISL having about 30,000 
and Cert- about 120,000. GIL lias practically nothing in the province, 

C - La Pira 

Of this interesting, many-faceted character, I»ve written you s ome thing 
before. Beds regarded as an *enfant-terrible" bj his own party and a bit of an embar- 
rassment to its leader's because he raises questions so sharply, He*s alwavs fl ghtlng 
around with them, telling t v em off, telling them what to do, sending heated telegrams 
to them (as well as to Churchill or Malenkov or what have you) on any and every con- 
cat valle question either in national nr world Politics, He*s guided in his personal 
way of life by the early Christian saints and the purported ideology rf primitive 
Christianity re universal brotherhood and the equality of all sonlal before eternity and 


the Creator, St Francis of Assisi - with his ideal r f rpverty and love-aeema to be 


L5>.” 
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special guide, He owns nothing, has no home, sleeps either in a monastery, room or else-] 
where (we met him in a room in a Catholic hospital)} he gives everything he may cane 
into possession of away. 

He certain elements in his contradictory ideology we can agree# He’s 

moved by social injustice} he ihuhders continuously vs, the social selfishness of the 

« 

Italian Industrialists (who sure hate his guts)} he insists on the necessity of raising 
the living standards of the workers, olomps for new houses, cooperatives, taking care 
of the unemployed, etc# In all this - and H’s certainly a necessary, fundamental tac- 
tic in weakening the hold of the communists over the Italian workers - we Can certainly 


go along# 

What creates questionable overtones not only in Ms thinking but, more 
i nortantly, in hia proposals for actions, is the specific metaphysical-religious base - 
and motivation to his ideology. Its mystic sentimentality— the all-absorbing, enveloping 
nature of the "Corpus Christos", the equality of all human souls— blunt the necessary 
distinctions t.h*t have to be made in the practical realm. A communist or a non-com- 
munist are both equally snf ering under the lash of the common oppressor, the selfish 
Italian industrialist, an^so they must march together against the common enemy, in 
order to bring him to his senses* 

bn the latter question T pressed him quite firmly re the necessary distinc- 
tions ihat have to be made between communist and non-communist, for weren* t all the 
values he held precious (individualism, freedom, the strengthening of democracy, which 
he outlined to us) destroyed by the onmarch of communis*? His answer was that in the 
necessary social struggle one couldn* t make the distinction "subito" (immediately)} 
that one would have to make it later (though he didn« t and couldn’t a’-e it clear when 
and how) and besides, he said, not all members of the COIL were communists (which is 
tan^e but has nothing to do with the question.) 


In other workds, just as the Ghandian* who falsely make a universal f«v 
aoea out of their non-violent tactic, do not realise that the technique camot work 
and is self-defeating and a vain sacrifice when applied to people who are wssenthlly 


amoral (Ilka the Nazis and the communists), this salat doesn’t realize that the 
principle* of ‘brotherly love based cpon the original gospels also nil! not irork -with 
these people and that it is merely a hollow mockery to imagine so. 

It’s really dif ficult to say positively whether one basically - in a 
balanced, View - should pot him on the side of the angels or the defile. It depends 
which will devell in time wore, his ’pros 11 or bis •’cons*, ^ertainly he’s hammering 
away at the central social problem in Italy when he goad* the Government and its leader* 
re the social selfishness of the Industrialists but he’s terribly fuzzy on the greates 
danger lacing Italy and the world, viz. communism. If the cap of sentimental unreallam 
can b« removed from this basic Christian humanist., if he can be wvfeten to see that jtaent 
it is necessary to remove the excrescences in his ideology engendered bv Ms nnrealism* 
then he can be of great value. If not, then he can be a great danger. And who can 
predict with Italians and saints which road they will take? 

T> - Mr, Heed, it tn» Con, General 

Nothing too much, really, a "moderate potato". Here four years i ^ose 
spaks the languate better, I think X even do. He knew very little and was very little 
interested in the "labor question"} indeed he > sed to delegate that to Ms vice-consul 
who war; th^fens Bacei had been in contact with, Bacci, who knows practicaHj/e verybody 
in Flcr noce had never even mvet him once. His basic lack of interest was accentuated 
by the fact that he was practically on Ms way out} next month he goes to Johannesburg, 
S* Africa, where he will undoubtedly live a v^-ry easy life. He was really more inter- 
ested in discussing world problems and asked us some questions re Geneva. But both re 
world affairs as well as Italian there wns nothing he said off the beaten track really 
vforth mentioning. 

He said he had a cent 20 years in the Far ^ast- and was really an old 
Asian hand. Xhat certainly wasn’ t reflected in his conversation by any particular 
insight or what have you. 

1 - Bignone 

Ibis was the place, the largest plant in Flureooe, where the owners 


'suddenly announced last year that they were going to claae doma. It had some 1,$0G wo 
kers, la Pira raised such a howl. Bade such a national issue of it, literally hounded 
the (foverrment so tirelessly that somethin? was really done this time, ‘fhe plant, you 
remember, was at first * occupied* by +he workers (about this 1 wrote you a long analysis 
Anyway, he pot the plant to be finally reopened though it has now about 600 workers 
less Who hay© been * taken care* of in one minor way or another* 

The plant at present is one of the best in Italy* Ike relations between 
the management and workers is for Italy, approaching what we Bight call American 
standards. CIS! has a majority of the plant. a he chief communist troublemakers have 
been ’•removed" . In this sense, therefore, it is a test re American aid, for instance* 

■As I told you we had a thorough discussion of theproblems in the plant* ‘■'ioce the 

a 

communists are in a minority they’re always looking for something bad to be able to 
pounce ur>nn and so turn matters in their favor. In this connection, the management of 
the plant indicated that in about 6 months they would have a problem on their hands, 
that* one department with about 200 workers in it would have to shut down for lick of any 
more wo rfc, and couldn* 1 1 help. 

T promised to take it up with Taaca. I did when T returned. T. told me 
that there was a very good chance that Pienone would be given a whopping larre order and 
might be made a aentral plant in Europe for production of oil-drilling machinery. I 
urged Mm to use his influence to help in realising this if a t all possible* He pro- 
mised. In the meantime, I told Bacci re the matter and the possible prospects, since he 
was in K o me attending the meeting of the CISL Gen. Council. He was grateful and said 
he would transmit the matter to Pigicne upon his return. 

P.S, - Next (and last report) will be h re Beck’s visit. Have sent you 
under separate cover some photographs re same. 

F.S. 2 - Acknowledging receipt of yours of July 30th which arrived yes- 
terday, Today got a call fro* the American Export lines offer inf us a sailing on the 
llith. We grabbed it, thankfully, n e arrive on the 23rd. We’ll be in the office on 
the 2Uth. :j lease tell nobody else, "e’ll be ruBhed like the devil now but we didn’t 


dare thake any further ehame. 


See you 




RTTORT FROM ITALY - 


P®1 IL 5, mi‘L? ra/ 5466 


Horae, August 2, 1954 


Various Conferences 
1 -PAC-I 


brae) 


Politically, as steady as ever* *or one thtbg, one of the very 
few v.-Icea here who has consistently estimated Geneva for what it was — 
a sell-out — indicating the weakness in France, the complacent optimism ; 
of the British, the regrettable division among the Big Three etc. He has 
warned against the opacity re the true aggressive character of Communism, 
the dangers of toe ’’appealing’* theory of co-oxistonco end against not r©aliz* 
that Geneva was only a trench reached by the Communists to be used 3abur 
as a springboard for a further push. I 

Re E.D.C. hd had continued to be its Dost consistent supporter, warnirB 
against pussilaniraity and dragging the feet here, and allowing minor mattarsl 
like Trieste to stand in the way. | 

2 - Pas'& frg I 

Met with him a number of times, also at Milan, After Morolli*s 1 

funeral. Handled the Montana-Gelo business which X*ve already reported on. 
Also reported to him on soma matters which he should know re my meetings 
with Fiat and Olivetti and Tasca. Generalist rapport between us Is bettor - 
these days than previously* 

About that question you raised re Pas* attitude toward Valettat Yea, 

I think he is right re his perspective and worry about Val* wanting to keep 
things under his thumb and the Fiat union "in his hand”j although I still 
would stress that the situation and the split in CISL forces (Pao* expelling 
some of the most active members ) would not have arisen had Pas not made that 
original mistake of joining with the Communists in the General Strike of 
last December* But that is n.w/past, the gap between CISL-UIL and the Com- 
aunlats has widened, the atmosphere between CISL and UIL is rnfeJfc Ively better 
(tho* far from perfect by a, long shot^jns I losrned in Florence) after 
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"con globamento* agreement} and the necessity to unify the CISL forces in HAT is now 
greater then ever* As I said# I will again discuss this with both ^al, and Pas. as 
soon as X can. 

3 - Vigilance! 

Separate and apart from the pressure which, together or alone* Vanni, 
Gelo, PaS and X had put upon him re the Brussels 1 meeting and the question of unifi- 
cation between and two organizations (as reported to you), X met with him subsequently 
again and alone and applied some more treasure. He assured me that the Executive of 
the UIL will sign the document proposed hy CIS! at %usaels, ahich will "bring Back" 
the aituation of the "Friendship Pact" days of February 1953. He unification# he 
said he though the present situation and atmosphere between the two organizations 
(after "conglobamento* ) much better than for a long time and that developments in 
the near future (political as well as labor), assuming good will on the part of the 
two organizations# onfcht to improve the situation even more and put consideration of 
the possrilflity of unification on the practical order of the day. In this connection 
he said it would help if the UIL got some proof from the AFX, re o-u* not discriminating 
against them and considering them on a par with CISL. 

This latter# of course, was an old story and I didn»t let Ma get away 
with it. I reminded him of his attack against the AFL and told h-'m it was stupid} 
secondly, that he knew the position of the AFL re CISL, that we considered it the basis 
for unification of all anti-communist trade union forces in Italy} thirdly# that no 
outside organization like the AFL* wo matter how powerful or interested or good-willed# 
could bring unification in any country of any existing divided movement} that it was 
essentially th^fes ponsibili ty of the forces inside each country to see to it that 
breaches were healed} that he shouldnH put the oart before the horse, i.e., if the 
UIL showed its sincereity and responsibility re the new "friendship Pact*# which Vig, 
now claimed the Executive was ready to . 4 go, then the attitude of the AFL, which he 
pretended at the present time to find too reserved re the UIL# might change in a 
direction more to his liking* 
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?ig. of course, as always, la a slick talker and one must always take 
him with a grain of salt* Of course, w hen he says? «... discrimination of the API 
vs* IJIIH, l know what ’’practical 1 * propositions he has in mind* Nevertheless, it is 
(good to have on record his expressed attitude and promise (which he mads to me at the 
end) that HTL would abide loyally by the new pact about to be signed, sealed and de- 
livered. We can always hold it under his nose, 
it - Rashid 


The new Indonesian Ambassador here (who replaced Sukardjo) . We is a 
rsi man and a decided change for the better. Of course, his ’♦schizophrenic condition*, 
i,e., his being an official representative of a government line and a member of a Party | 
in opposition (which lie shares) to thsblirje, was apparent at the beginning when he 
sparred with cie rather cautiously. But I quickly removed that ’’barrier* and talked 


with h’r r as ’’man to man", off the record ns it were. Details I do not have to go into, 

very 

I expressed our riewpoint/tlrmly and stress d the dangers to Indonesia in view of the 


bad internal situation, the Idiocy of the HI, the playing around with the communists 
•specially after the hump at Geneva, I warned him flatly that I n doce*ia was on the 
time table of the communists. He agrees really. One thing he did tell me, that the 
various leaders high up are definitely beginning tcbe worried about the situation 
(high timet) and wonder about the repercusions in Indonesia of Peking’s success at 
Geneva, Be especially mentioned Hatta (incidentally. I’ve seen some statements of the 
latter recently bearing this out). It was interesting that he raised with me ^something 
which you once told me you tried to do — in vain — with our insensitive official 
agencies, i,e„ an invitation by our Government to Sudarno to visit the I’.S, He 
suggested, if at all possible, that it should be done now. It’s a good idea, of course, 
although now, even If your could convince our lash, big-wigs of same, in my opinion it 
would be much more difficult given the present Asian as well as Indonesian atmospheres, 
to get Sukarno to accept than It would hare been long ago. Any chance? 

I learned that the #2 min here, Tas&n, is a member of the Mas jumi and 
a nephew of R*»ir. Ha may be our most valuable single contact here, I will be trying 
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August 1, 1954 


Your telegram received yesterday; many hanks. I’m darn sorry it 

didn’t come a day earlier; we had that reservation for the 21st offered 

us which we turned down. After receiving the telegram wo rushed down again 

but it was already too late; it ted been gobbled up* 

,7© are In no position at this late date to ask far anything. As 

■we told you* there are three main sailings on the 14th* 21st and 23rd and 

we are on the list for all* We would infinitely, now, prefer it later 

rather than earlier 3ince, with some Important nnf inis hod business, end 

J. 

the Hiesels and Beck here {and Ella and Bert arriving c*i the 9th.) we’ll 
be terribly rushed for time; but we’re in no position to choose, Althoi^gh 
we *11 do our damdest to try to got a booking at the latent date, we’ll 
simply have to take whichever O' 4 ., os through first; we can’t take a chance. 

I will let you know as soon as anyth -mg comes through* 

Beck and his son, and EcPSheyfitz, his public relations man and ’’guidj 
arrived late last night, ^hey *re staying at the same hotel as Yic who, 
of course, know them* About midnight last night the RIeselo* Rose and I 
bumped into Choyfltz in idle lobby; (Beck was already asleep) and we chatted 
togathor until 2 A.;j. I have learned already, a good deal* There will be 
an tt interesting” story to tell re deck and his increasing ” international 
sensitivity”. 

I’m running down now to meet Beck for the first time (for breakfast). 
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More later 
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July 30, M 


Returned from Florence yesterday to find yours of the 21st wilting for 
toe. Tt certainly leave* us up in the air and le# down. Another offer of * 
possibility of a sailing on the 21st of August cane through today but we had to 
turn it down. This can’t keep upjmuch longer because then they* 11 just not offer j 
us anything, I Just don’t know what to say, “e know all your problems, diffi- 
culties, troubles, but still can* t understand why a decision takes so long, I 
Just can’t keep on carrying my heart on my sleeve. I’m terribly worried re Rose’* 
Jawj an hoping nothing seriously is the matter and we* 11 certainly have to ret 
home soon to look into it. We’re as concerned and disciplined as thjfoext guy, 
probably more so, but, really .... 

While in Florence found time to write (on paper) a report of some of 
the important conferences we had and on the train-ride home wrote xvp our Florence 
trip. Some interesting and important mat/ era there. But getting out these two 
reports will have to wait on available time since we were piled vn with things 
when we arrived because* 

1 - Three-day conference of C1SL General Council begaA yesterday. 

2 - Found a telegram waiting for me from Irv re Oave'feck’s coming here 
for a few days and had to arrange some appointments for him. Have already done 
so. Will also, I guess, have to squire him around to the extent that he wants 

to be squired around, 

3 - Had to take up some matters with Taaca (already have seen him today) 

it - Your friend, Vickies el’s in town for a week, That will take some 

our time also. 

*#**#*## 

Re other points in your note * 

a - Re that article of *4ttthews in the "N.Y. limes", had already se°n 
it (while I was up in Bilan attending to Morelli’s funeral) and had given the 
piece to Bastore# Had suggested practically the same things to Pas. as you did. 
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Xsaw him again thia morning and told him re your suggestions and explained the 

manner in which it mould be desirable to have it done. He agreed and wi ll carry* 

your suggestions out as soon as time permits. T will also try to see Matthews . 

personally during the next period of time and have a M dhat w with him. 

1 . 

b- I will mafce further inquiries re this red-hatted man whose name is 

i. 3 | 

so similar to Vanni’s second and see wha 1 1 can dig up re hit relations to Hen. 

inside the august mystical pricincts. 

Don’t get worried if you don’t hear from me for seme time. In view 

of the above, you will understand. Remember, I’m always kicking around and will 

have things to tell you. Will get them out as soon as humanly possible. 

P.5. - Tou never acknowledged my report on Geneva* Just want to 
know that you got, it. 

P.t. 2 - Well, how does thia new FOA labor advisory setup to Stasaen 
affect ns? Some more "complications” and criss-cross currents? 

P.S. £ - Tou will have seen my remarks re MorelliJ 


SMRCL ii, S. SfHtfJh 



The Conversion of a Communist 


The intimate story of how a famous 


translator came to leave the party 


By Bertram D. Wolfe 


I FIRST became aware of Samuel Putnam through his 
translations from Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, 
French and other tongues into English. “There is neither 
recognition nor monetary reward in translation,” he 
once wrote. “It is probably a compliment when a trans- 
lation isn’t noticed.” But his translations were so sen- 
sitive, so right, so amazing in the variety of languages 
and the range of taste, that I came to know his name 
and to think of Samuel Putnam as one of those rare 
writers whose genuine vocation is translation. 

He had fallen in love with the languages and letters 
of foreign lands in his childhood in Rossville, Illinois. 
He learned his first words of German from a Bavarian 
shoemaker at the age of 9; read the forbidden Rabelais 
in a hayloft at the age of 12 and, the same year, began 
to study Latin and Greek; won a scholarship to the 
University of Chicago as a result of a translation from 
Latin while a high-school student; failed to take a de- 
gree there because of the ill health which dogged him 
all the days of his life; studied at the Sorbonne from 
1909 to 1914, made Paris his mistress, edited an ex- 
patriate literary review, wrote poetry, art and literary 
criticism, biography, literary history, articles on sexual 
pathology; and, handicapped by frail health, tubercular 
lungs and other illnesses which caused him to spend a 
good part of each day fiat on his back, he did over 50 
translations of novels, plays and poetry, including 
Rabelais, Aretino, Pirandello, Belinski (from the Rus- 
sian), Silone, Cervantes, Huysmans, Cocteau and the 
Marquis de Sade. At 57, he began the study of Rumanian 
to explore yet another literature for America. 

Early in 1944, I reviewed The Road to Teheran, by 
the historian Foster Rhea Dulles, for the New York Her- 
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aid Tribune. It was a history of the relations between 
Russia and the United States from the time of Catherine 
and the birth of our republic to the moment when Stalin, 
Churchill and Roosevelt met at Teheran. Only the last 
chapter troubled me because it was faintly tainted with 
the Grand Alliance illusions which boded ill for the 
planning of a decent peace. I hesitated, then decided that 
the book was so good that a polemical analysis of the 
last chapter would be unjust to the work as a whole. I 
decided to say nothing about the last chapter, concluding 
my review with the words: “unreservedly recommended.” 
Because of its timeliness, the Herald Tribune took my 
brief review of a scholarly book and, dressing it up with 
an imposing picture of Stalin, Roosevelt and Churchill 
seated on the portico of the Russian Embassy at Teheran, 
gave it the entire first page of the Sunday Booh Review. 

A few days later, a friend sent me a clipping from 
the Daily Worker. It was a literary column, apparently 
a regular feature of the paper. “Here,” it said of The 
Road to Teheran, “is one book we don’t have to read, 
because it was favorably reviewed by Bertram D. Wolfe 
in the Herald Tribune.” The column was signed Sam 
Putnam! 

A few days later, my correspondent sent me another 
clipping from the Daily Worker. This time, it was from 
the “Letters from Our Readers” column. It contained 
two letters that had every appearance of having been 
cooked up in the office of the paper. The first praised the 
literary columns of Sam Putnam, urging that they be 
reprinted in pamphlet form to show writers and intellec- 
tuals the Communist attitude toward culture. The second 
letter read: 

“So! Sam Putnam says that The Road to Teheran, 
by Foster Rhea Dulles, is a book we don’t have to read 
because it was favorably reviewed by Bertram D. 
Wolfe in the Herald Tribune. It’s a pity Sam doesn’t 
read the Neiv Masses, for if he did he would ‘find in 
the latest issue a warmly favorable review of two- 
and-one-half pages by Corliss Lamont.” 

The letter was signed: “Puzzled Reader.” It must 
have produced a very puzzled Sam Putnam. Obviously, 
the party nabobs had decided to push the book because 
of the self-same last chapter which I had decided to 
ignore. Sam Putnam had condensed a book without read- 
ing it because it had been favorably reviewed by a 
writer of whom he knew only that party leaders had 
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Nehru, at whose insistence V. K. 
Krishna Menon’s notion of bracket- 
ing Communism with “anti-Commu- 
nism” was accepted, does not look 
upon the Soviet and Western camps 
as rigid, water-tight systems, mu- 
tually exclusive and incapable of 
“peaceful coexistence.” His foreign 
policy, therefore, consists in attempt- 
ing to bridge the gulf between the 
two blocs. For this reason, Nehru 
does not believe in developing a 
“third force” strong enough to re- 
sist the pressure of both. He feels 
that, if China is not “provoked” but 
allowed to have its way in Tibet and 
given UN recognition, the non-Com- 
munist countries of Asia have noth- 
ing to fear. No other Prime Minister 
at Colombo seemed to agree with 
Nehru, except Sastroamidjojo of In- 
donesia — whose reasons for project- 
ing the Communist line at the con- 
ference will be described presently. 

By bracketing Communism with 
“anti-Communism,” Nehru was sug- 
gesting that politics in Asia is being 
governed by a kind of Third New- 
tonian Law — all actions producing 
reactions — and that both Communists 
and “anti-Communists” are culprits 
in this respect. No effort was made to 
define “anti-Communism,” or to 
clarify whether it meant American 
efforts to stem Soviet influence, the 
anti-Cominformism of Belgrade, or 
the resistance of the independent 
Socialist movement the world over. 

The real significance of Krishna 
Menon’s characterization of Commu- 
nism and “anti-Communism” as 


identical evils was this: It thwarted 
the attempts of Pakistan and Ceylon 
to forge the necessary ■ sanctions 
against further Communist expan- 
sion in Asia. The resolution reduced 
the Communist threat to something 
more academic than real, on a par 
with another “evil,” anti-Commu- 
nism, and so there was no question 
of taking steps against it. 

The lonely furrow India was plow- 
ing became .clear when the Indian 
delegation declared that Communism 
was an ideology and no more, and 
that any expression of a positive 
opinion on it was tantamount to 
taking sides in the cold war. Even 
Burma differed with this view. Burma 
knew, better than any other country 
represented at the conference, what 
Communism was and how it dis- 
turbed the peaceful progress of a 
nation. That left India in the ques- 
tionable company of Indonesia, 
whose Prime Minister was present at 
Colombo primarily to gain tempor- 
ary political advantage at home. 
Sastroamidjojo’s coalition in Indo- 
nesia is dependent on Communist 
support for its precarious existence; 
a general election is due early next 
year. Therefore, he often went out 
of his way to toe the Communist line. 

In this connection, charitable 
critics have set great store by the 
Prime Ministers’ reaffirmation of 
their faith in democratic institutions. 
But the conference refused to counte- 
nance any move for collective secu- 
rity in the region; it failed to forge 
closer economic and other links 


among the various nations; it put 
Communism on a par with what was 
called anti-Communism. Thus, its re- 
iteration of faith in democracy 
amounted to no more than lip-serv- 
ice. Surely the Indian Prime Minister 
would not show the same com- 
placency toward the Communists in 
India that he advocated toward in- 
ternational Communism. 

In this, the declaration only be- 
trayed the extent to which Nehru 
lent his own schizophrenic char- 
acter to the conference. Addressing 
a public meeting in Bombay a few 
weeks before the Colombo discus- 
sions, he reprovingly referred to 
the fact that Malenkov and Mao Tse- 
tung were honorary members of the 
Politburo of the Indonesian Com- 
munist party. Earlier, during an 
election campaign in the South In- 
dian state of Travancore-Cochin, he 
called the Communist red flag the 
emblem of Russia. The Indian Prime 
Minister was, on both occasions, de- 
scribing Communism as an inter- 
national conspiracy against democ- 
racy. Once he was outside of India, 
however, Nehru found it no more 
than an ideology. 

Summing up, the conference 
achieved neither unanimity of opin- 
ion nor closer regional relations. If 
it was meant to console the five coun- 
tries that, though they were not in- 
vited to Geneva, their opinions also 
counted, such psychological satisfac- 
tion was doubtless achieved. Beyond 
that, the conference was all platitudes 
and polemic. 


BOOM 

According to a London report, there is a boom in the bttllet- 
proof-vest business, especially for politicians of Europe, the 
Middle East and Asia . — News item. 

It used to be that diplomats 
Were known by gleaming tall silk hats 
And won our awed, admiring glance 
With cutaways and pin-striped pants. 

But styles have changed. Today the vest 
Denotes the diplomat well dressed, 

And, such the times, as it is stated, 

The fashion plate is armor-plated. 


SPLITTING HEADACHE 

The British, objecting to “fissionable” as an Americanism., 
prefer “fissile” as an atomic term . — News item. 

Another split besides the split 
In atoms is developing. 

Our good allies have thrown a fit 
And angrily are yelloping. 

The Russians, meanwhile, work away. 

Their pile of bombs is mounting. 

Just what they call them, they don’t say — 

They’re far too busy counting. 

— Richard Armour 
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attacked him. Thus, Samuel Putnam, the sensitive and 
conscientious scholar, was brought face to face with Sam 
Putnam, the party -line literary critic. Two souls in one 
breast were suddenly forced to confront each other. The 
resulting dialogue, inaudible to the spectator, puts an 
end to Act I of this little drama. 

A week later, the Books Editor of the Herald Tribune 
sent me a new book to review. It was Os Sertoes, trans- 
lated from the Brazilian Portuguese of Euclides da Cunha 
under the title, Rebellion in the Backlands, “with intro- 
duction and notes by the translator, Samuel Putnam.” 

It turned out to be a great book — to my mind, one of 
the two greatest books on sociology ever written on the 
American continent. Published in Brazil in 1902, it was 
soon recognized by Brazilians as nosso livro supremo — 
“our finest book.” As I read it, I was inclined to pro- 
nounce it a livro supremo of the Americas. Written in 
a turbulent baroque prose always bordering on drama 
and poetry — “a monstrous poem of brutality and force,” 
Euclides himself had called it — and filled with Brazil- 
ianisms, regionalisms, Negroisms, Indianisms and all 
the intensity of the human and geological inferno that 
was its setting, Os Sertoes was a work to tax the skill, 
patience and artistry of the best of translators. My re- 
view exalted the book and praised the translation and the 
translator. 

At that point, Daniel Bell, then an editor of the 
New Leader, now labor editor of Fortune, took a small 
part in the drama. Under the heading, “Dilemma of a 
Literary Hatchetman,” he told his readers the story of 
my review of the Foster Rhea Dulles book and Sam 
Putnam’s reaction thereto. Then he cited my review 
of Rebellion in the Backlands, adding: “Here’s another 
book we don’t have to read because it has heen favorably 
reviewed by Bertram D. Wolfe in the Herald Tribune.” 

Here we let the curtain drop on Act II, with Sam Put- 
nam and Samuel Putnam still engaged in a troubled 
internal dialogue. 

For two years, Samuel Putnam labored over another 
'great Brazilian classic, and early in 1946 he produced 
The Masters and the Slaves, a translation from the 
Portuguese of Gilberto Freyre’s Casa Grande e Senzala. 
Casa Grande is the “Big House” of the master, and 
Senzala the slave quarters. Freyre uses them as symbols 
to suggest the original cultural antagonism and social 
distinction between masters and slaves, blacks and whites, 
Europeans and Africans over the span of three centuries, 
and the gradual closing up of that social distance by 
mating and intermarriage and democratic class fluidity 
in the course of the formation of the Brazilian nationality 
and “cosmic race.” The book is as vast as Brazil; the 
author broods over the birth of his land and people until 
he is “able to feel the life lived by our ancestors in all 
its sensual fullness.” 

As if to remind Sam Putnam of my existence, the pub- 
lisher adorned the jacket of his new book with a quota- 


tion from my review of the earlier Rebellion in the Back- 
lands. And the Books Editor of the Herald Tribune, 
thereby reminded that I had reviewed the other work, 
sent me Masters and Slaves. I ended my article: 

“I cannot close this review without a tribute to the 
translator. This is the second time that Samuel Put- 
nam has made available to us a great Brazilian master- 
piece that is at the same time a masterpiece in its 
genre and in the literature of our time and hemis- 
phere. ... In both cases, he has wrestled with an 
enormous vocabulary of Brazilianisms, Indianisms, 
Africanisms, and has given these masterpieces a style 
that closely approximates their originals, yet has com- 
parable literary quality in our own language.” 

Curtain on Act III. 

Thenceforward, fate willed it that Samuel Putnam 
should be continuously linked up with me and his name 
with mine. He did a Brazilian novel. The Violent Land, 
by Jorge Amado; a Mexican novel, Yo Como Pobre . . . , 
by Magdalena Mondragon; a brief history of Brazilian 
literature, and a survey of four centuries of Brazilian 
writing which he entitled Marvellous Journey. Each of 
them came to me to review. 

At last, in the third year after our first strange 
encounter, he did a Portable Rabelais. This was a field 
in which I have no special knowledge, and here at last 
was a book which should not have come to my desk. 
But I received a copy all the same. On the flyleaf were 
inscribed the words: 

“For Bertram D. Wolfe, 

A critic who has been kinder to me than I deserve, 

Samuel Putnam.” 

I sent the giver a note of appreciation, telling him 
that I was especially moved by the inscription because 
I thought I understood something of the background 
from which it sprang. With that began a literary friend- 
ship, and, though Putnam found the journey from his 
home in Philadelphia to New York too much for his 
strength, we got to know each other very intimately 
through an occasional exchange of letters. 

Here the little drama of the conversion of a Commu- 
nist might well end, but there is an epilogue. 

Early in 1948, one of the editors of the Viking Press 
called me up: “Bert, we’d like you to read a new transla- 
tion of Don Quixote, and give us your opinion.” 

I expostulated that I was too busy with my own 
writing, that Quixote was too big a manuscript, that 
publishers did not pay readers enough for readings. 

“But you don’t have to read the whole thing. Read 
as much or as little as you please ... a single chapter 
... a few pages . . . enough to make up your mind. 
You will be the judge. Printing costs are so high, and 
this book is so big, that if you say it is merely a good 
translation we will not publish; "but if you say, ‘This is 
the translation of Don Quixote that the English-speak- 
ing world has been waiting for,’ we will go ahead with 
publication. Let your conscience be your guide as to 
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what test passages you select and how much you read. 
For your report we will pay you a hundred dollars. The 
man has worked sixteen years on the translation. He 
quotes your strictures on other translations in his pre- 
face. . . .” 

“Who’s the translator?” 

“Samuel Putnam.” 

Once more, a capricious fate had linked our two 
spirits! 

I read the manuscript with considerable trepidation. 
In his introduction, Samuel Putnam stated his translator’s 
credo : 

“To come to grips with the author’s mind, with 
what he thought and what he really wrote ... to 
present it with the greatest possible fidelity, clarity 
and simplicity ... to attain a style which, like the 
original, shall be free of affectation, colloquial and 
modern without being flagrantly ‘modernized’ . . . com- 
bining textual fidelity with readable prose ... to over- 
come those obstacles that have inevitably been erected 
by time and distance as precious antiques need from 
time to time to be refurbished to bring back the or- 
iginal luster. . . .” 

My report to the publisher, my congratulations to Sam 
Putnam and, in due course, my inevitable review in the 
Herald Tribune confirmed that these high and difficult 
aims had been nobly carried out. 

That autumn, it was Sam’s turn to read and comment 
on a book of mine. In a letter to me, he spoke for the first 
time of his conversion. 

“Others.” he wrote, “will do justice to Three Who 
Made a Revolution as history and biography and 
English prose. There is one aspect, however, that I 
should like to mention to you which they will omit: 
the cold, cruel but invigorating clarity it brings to one 
who, like myself, knows what it is to have floundered 
for a decade and more in the Machiavellian mazes of 
the party line . . . only to be disillusioned in the end — 
disillusioned and more than a little ashamed. . . . The 
value of your book for those like me lies in the fact 
that, by showing us the historical bases of our error, 
it restores something of self-respect and affords the 
basis for a new start. ... I want fo express m v per- 
sonal gratitude. . . .” 

In December, he made public acknowledgment of his 
change of heart in a letter to The New Leader, in which 
journal he professed to find the spirit that he needed: 

“a deeply rooted faith in a progressively socialized 
democracy of our own type (by its very nature ever 
subject to improvement) together with a truly liberal 
attitude toward differing points of view and an in- 
tellectual spirit that for me had come to be summed 
up in the words of the historian Charles A. Beard: 
‘. . . walk lightly. Things are not so simple .’ . . . This 
comes as a great relief to one who, for nearly a decade 
and up to three years ago, out of misguided humility 
had forced himself to live in the stifling atmosphere 
of the party line with all its ruthless intolerance for 
the processes of the mind. . . .” 

On May 7, 1949, we finally had our first and only 
personal encounter. Accompanied by his wife, Riva, who 


was also his lover, nurse, companion, secretary, cook, 
comrade-in-arms and mother of his only son, he made 
the difficult two-hour journey from Lambertville, New 
Jersey, his new home, to New York, to have lunch and 
spend a few hours in talk with my wife and me. I was 
deeply moved on contemplating his frail figure and re- 
alizing that this weak, tubercular man, who spent a good 
part of each waking day flat on his back, had managed 
to produce some nine or ten original books, hundreds 
of articles and poems, and fifty translations from per- 
haps a dozen tongues. Even then, he was full of plans 
for more translations and the study of fresh languages. 

That autumn, I went out to California on a Hoover 
Library Fellowship to do research for the second volume 
of my history of the Russian Revolution. Though I was 
there on a Slavic Fellowship, Sam wrote to the head of 
the Romanic Division about me and I ended up with an 
appointment as Visiting Lecturer in Spanish Culture, 
giving a course in Don Quixote. 

On January 16, 1950, Riva Putnam wrote me: 

“Sam died, unexpectedly and without warning, of 
a heart attack yesterday, just an hour after he had put 
his finishing touches on the Cervantes Portable. . . . 
He talked and planned with me until time for his 
nap, and he had lain down for only a few moments 
... he died that quickly. I am taking his body to his 
native Rossville, Illinois tomorrow. ... I have wished 
and wished that you were nearer so that you could 
be there. . . . His dearest wish in case of death was 
to have friends who knew him and his work deeply 
speak for him, and he often said that the one he would 
prefer above all would be you. . . .” 

I want only to add the impersonal fact that in 1946, 
when the United States was badly in need of friendly 
neighbors, as it is today and always, the State Depart- 
ment sent Samuel Putnam, historian of Brazilian letters 
and translator of Brazilian masterpieces, on an exchange 
professorship to Brazil. He lectured on comparative lit- 
erature at the University of Brazil, made our own litera- 
ture better known to Brazilian intellectuals, was elected 
a member (I believe the only Anglo-Saxon member) of 
the Brazilian Academy of Letters, and was awarded the 
Brazilian Government’s Pandia Colgeras Prize for lit- 
erature in 1947. He would have served with equal dis- 
tinction as an ambassador of good will in any one of a 
half-dozen other lands whose literature and culture he 
did so much to make known to us. 

I have often thought of his conversion thanks to a book 
review, and of the complexity of the human spirit, as I 
have watched Congressional committees dealing with the 
youthful, or not so youthful, errors ... or dreams . . . 
of former Communists. We might do well to remember 
that the human spirit is fearfully and wonderfully made, 
and that a Wise Man once urged that, in things of the 
spirit, more can be accomplished by coals of fire than 
by bullying. In any case, pur country is the richer be- 
cause Samuel Putnam lived in it, and in other lands, 
from 1892 to 1950. 
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PAUL CROUCH - INFORMANT 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


January 22 s 1953 




W'v " 


& y J 6 t/ V r'Ct 7 tor dazed December 9, 

1 952 , captioned " World Tourist," Raymond F. Farrell , 
Assistant Commissioner, Investigations Division , Immi- 
gration and Naturalisation Service , furnished information 
to the effect that Faux Crouch, a consultant for the Immi- 
gration and Naturalisation Service at Washington, D. C . 
had submitted a memorandum dated October 8, 1952 , to 3 
Robert. L. Woytych , Officer in Charge, Immigration and 
Naturalisation Service , Washington , D . C., advising that 
from an examination of passport photographs at the Central 
Office of the Immigration and Naturalisation Service , 

Crouch had been able to identify 105 Communist Party 
members or former Communist Party members known to him 
personally 0 Crouch specified that some were out of the 
Communist Party or that the present attitude of others 
was in doubt and they may be working with agencies of 
the Soviet government . 

Blank memoranda have been prepared concerning 
each person identified, and two copies of each of these 
memoranda are attached. 

RECOMMENDATIONS : 

It is rec ommended that the copies of the memo- 
randa be routed to the Supervisor handling the respective 
case files for necessary action. It is suggested that one 
c°py °f eacn memorandum be furnished the office of origin 
in each case. In some cases, it may be desirable to inter- 
view Crouch for additional information concerning the 
extent of his association with the individual mentioned. 
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Swaddling and the Russians 


Mr. Gorer attacks 
Bertram D. Wolfe's 
criticisms of his 
swaddling theories 
on Russia — and 
Mr. Wolfe replies 



By 

I T is not my custom to engage in 
argument with critics of my books; 
but Bertram D. Wolfe, in his article 
of January 29, “ThejrSwaddled Soul 
of the Great,.R ussians.” has passed 
beyond criticism to misrepresentation 
and falsification. To keep the rec- 
ord straight, I should like to collate 
four passages from Mr. Wolfe’s ar- 
ticle with four passages from the 
book he is pretending to criticize. 1 
have chosen these because of their 
relative brevity; there is hardly an 
accurate sentence in his article. 

Wolfe: “Mr. Gorer even feels that 
you do not have to be as highly self- 
conscious about that ignorance if you 
‘attempt to describe the national char- 
acter of a society without being in the 
territory of that society.’ ” 

Gorer, p. 198: “I approach the at-’ 
tempt to describe the national char- 
acter of a society without being in 
the territory of that society by the as- 
sumption of a highly self-conscious 
ignorance. This ignorance has to be 
much more self-conscious than in the 
case of field-work. . . .” 

Wolfe: “ ‘According to one trained 
informant,’ writes Gorer in one of the 



few passages in which he deigns to 
let the reader know' the number of 
observations on which he bases a 
judgment. . . .” 

Gorer, p. 14: “In all, I have had 
access to between 300 and 400 inter- 
views. About ten per cent of these 
were with technically qualified in- 
formants . . . many of these latter 
were interviewed several times.” 

Wolfe: “Stalin’s authority, we are 
assured on the basis of an ipse dixit, 
is of this kind: ... he grows them 
carefully and tenderly, like a garden- 
er growing a favorite fruit tree. A 
truly touching picture. . . .” 

Gorer, p. 173: “Somewhat similar 
is Stalin’s instruction to teachers: 
‘People must be grown carefully and 
tenderly, just as a gardener grows a 
favorite fruit tree.’ [Footnote refer- 
ence to Yesipov and Goncharov’s 
Pedflgogy, published in Moscow in 
1946, from which the quotation is 
drawn.] A gardener may give his 
favorite fruit trees the best possible 
care, the most ideal treatment; but 
this can never imply a feeling of 
identity or equality between the gard- 
ener and what he cares for.” 

Wolfe: “Forget that the Leader in 
the modern total state first makes un- 
ending war upon his own people be- 


fore he drives them into war on other 
peoples.” 

Gorer p. 191 : “The leaders suspect 
that those they lead are hostile 
toward them, and they seek to divert 
this hostility onto other figures. If 
the leaders were to feel convinced 
that the mass of the population (or a 
sizable portion of it) were becoming 
disaffected from them and favoring 
some outside power, this might well 
exacerbate the leaders’ fears and in- 
duce them to precipitate a war, as the 
most efficacious way of diverting hos- 
tility from themselves.” 

Apart from general misrepresenta- 
tion, Mr. Wolfe’s chief criticism ap- 
pears to lie in the fact that I did not 
repeat a number of facts known to 
every constant newspaper reader, 
even so careless a reader as Mr. 
Wolfe. I assumed that the readers 
of my book would be people inter- 
ested in Russia and aware of ma- 
terial in the public domain, and able' 
to supply the context to the numerous 
allusions. According to Mr. Wolfe, 
I respected my readers’ intelligence 
too much. He certainly does not re- 
spect his readers’; and I find it in- 
teresting that he criticizes my book 
in almost exactly the same terms as 
did the Soviet press, for example 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PACE 
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Red Fleet of May 14, 1950, The 
techniques of misrepresentation do 
not seem to be culturally limited. 

By Bertram D. Wolfe 

Y criticisms of Mr. Gorer’s 
book were purely criticisms of 
method. The central point, was that 
Mr. Gorer was attempting to apply 
an unhistorical method, derived from 
individual personality patterns and 
from closed, fossilized, tribal soci- 
eties, to a large political state, his- 
torically evolved and in a state of 
rapid historical evolution during the 
past thirty years, My Other major 
criticism was that Mr. 'Gorer lacks 
the spirit which teaches a scientist to 
distrust his own pet hypotheses, and 
to devise critical experiments or crit- 
ical questions in order to test, refine 
or reject his hypotheses. Singular to 
relate, Mr. Gorer says not one word 
on these crucial questions of meth- 
odology, neither to defend them, nor 
to reexamine them, nor to correct 
them. Instead, he chooses the un- 
wholesome method of personal attack 
on the man who raised the questions. 
Let us grant, for the sake of argu- 
ment, that his critic does not quote 
or summarize accurately in the par- 
ticular passages Mr. Gorer cites. How 
does that affect the central question 
of methodology? > 

Actually, two of Mr. Gorer’s con- 
frontations of my. summaries with 
his original words serve only to make 
evident afresh the justice of my 
strictures as to method: 

1. Mr. Gorer’s “self-conscious ig- 
norance” concerning the country on 
which he is dogmatizing. My whole 
point was that one who writes on his- 
torical and political problems, and 
comes to conclusions on them, has no 
right to fail to master the entire body 
of historical and political literature 
on a country before he comes to such 
conclusions. No historically changing 
phenomena can be explained by 
means of a timeless and unchanging 
cause such as swaddling. • 

2. A lesser methodological criti- 
cism on my part was that Mr. Gorer 


bases a number of generalizations 
concerning the Russian soul on in- 
terviews with a few people, and gen- 
erally fails to tell even how many of 
his interviewees gave him his infor- 
mation. Mr. Gorer seems even not 
to understand that elementary social 
science requires such statistical basis 
for each judgment. He now quotes 
himself as having said that “In all, I 
have had access to between 300 and 
400 interviews. About ten per cent 
of these were technically qualified 
[i.e., 30 or 40].” Did he reject the 
evidence given by the unqualified? 
Did he accept it? Did he weigh it 
according to the degree of qualifica- 
tion? Not a word. Above all, the 
fact remains as I stated it that “in 
only a few passages does he deign to 
let the reader know the number of 
observations on which he bases a 
judgment. . . .” He not only con- 
firms this in his letter, but seems not 
even to understand that each judg- 
ment should be statistically analyzed. 
His book bristles with sweeping gen- 
eralizations, but almost nowhere does 
he say whether he learned this or that 
from one, or ten, or thirty of these 
300 to 400 interviewees. In the crit- 

Hf' * * 

ical passage where he tries to explain 
how other peoples swaddle but don’t 
produce “Great Russian souls,” he 
specifically contents himself with 
“one technically trained observer.”- 

3. On the Stalin quotes, since 
Stalin himself has said it, it is an ipse 
dixit — i.e., the “proof” of which Mr. 
Gorer makes such great use that it 
serves as the key to his central theory 
is that Stalin himself has thus de- 
scribed his “tender gardener’s” care 
of his people. The fact that Mr. 
Gorer found this Stalin quote in Yesi- 
pov and Goncharov is irrelevant. 

Mr. Gorer points out that he is 
aware that there is hostility among 
the led toward the leaders. But what 
conclusions does this awareness lead 
him to? I quote: 

“It is useless to try to make 
friends with, or win the sympathy of 
the mass’ of the Great Russian peo- 
ple. ... [If we try] this might pre- 
cipitate war. . . . Ideological argu- 


ments ... are a complete waste of 
time and energy so far as the Great 
• Russians are concerned. . • •” 

And in the chapter in which he de- 
rives the Leader cult from his swad- 
dling-clothes theory, he writes: “It 
would seem as though this very great 
idealization of the Leader were a 
psychological necessity to the mass 
of Great Russians ... it would be 
psychologically intolerable for Great 
Russians to live for any length of 
time without an idealized Leader, 
that a Leader is necessary to save 
them from political anarchy and 
personal disintegration.” 

The reader can now return- to my 
review, and judge whether it pre- 
sents fairly Mr. Gorer’s central thesis 
and the peculiar “scientific” meth- 
odology by which he arrived at his 
conclusions. 

, Just one word more. Since Mr. 
Gorer has tried the certainly unscien- 
tific method of discussion by an ar- 
gumentum ad hominem instead of ad 
rem (attack the critic, never mind the 
issues he raises) , it is also interesting 
to note that he ends with what is 
known in purge-trial literature as an 
e indictment by amalgam, seeking to 
link up my critique of his book with 
the purely ad hominem critique con- 
tained in Red Fleet of May 14, 1950. 
I took the trouble to locate that issue 
of Red Fleet and find that it calls Mr. 
Gorer’s book a “Filthy Concoction,” 
says that he wrote it to “satisfy his 
overseas masters and clients” in Wall 
Street, that his main sources are “an 
old man who kept a brothel in Kiev” 
and a “faded ballerina who fled with 
a police officer,” and that his “mas- 
ters” ordered him “to blacken every- 
thing Russian and everything Sovi- 
. et.” This, Mr. Gorer sums up in the 
words: “Mr. Wolfe criticizes my 
book in almost exactly the same 
terms as did Red Fleet of May 14, 
1950”! What is there left to say 
except to agree with Mr. Gorer that 
“one should respect one’s readers,” 
and further to agree with Mr. Gorer 
when he asserts that “the techniques 
of misrepresentation do not seem to 
be culturally limited.” 
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Rebulet to Boston dated April 25, 1955, captioned: , , 

"INFORMANTS AND WITNESSES-IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE", • 
which set forth instructions relating to the handling of a list of 
informants and witnesses discontinued by INS* 


INS has advised that it deems it advisable to discontinue 
utilizing the subject as an informant for the following reasons: "There 
was no evidence in the file of the subject ever cooperating to his 
fullest extent with this Service. There were, however, indications 
that he had been reluctant to identify other contemporary Communist 
Party functionaries. Also attached to the informant’s file were 
a number of Federal Bureau of Investigation reports which disclosed 
quasi Communist-Socialist activity on the informant's part since his 
alleged expulsion from the Communist Party in 1929." 

For the information of the Bureau - captioned individual is 
the subject of the following Bureau files: 6l-6050 (IS-R) and 123-5791 
(VOA & LGE). While it does not appear that he was ever a contact of 
this office in any capacity, this information is being submitted in 
accordance with Bureau instructions. 


R.M. 

1. B ureau 123-579 1 (VOA & LGE) 
1 Ni l \ 

1 NY 121-16979 
1 NY 123-3898 % . 
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"SIX KEYS TCLTHE SOVIET. SYSTEM’ 
By Bertram D. Wolfe 
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Parsons . 
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Tamm 


Nease . 


The above -captioned book has been reviewed by the Central ; 
Research Section. It is a consistent, logical, documented study of the\ 
nature of totalitarianism which has reached its full development in Soviet 
Russia. 
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First Key: The Struggle for Power 


0 


kP The Struggle for the Succession ** 

ALLpower in the Soviet Union is concentrated in the "leader. " Others 
get power only -by emanation and delegation. At the death of the dictator, there 
are no parties to establish a legal succession by electoral contest. There is no 
moral code to restrain the aspirants to the succession from framing and killing 
each other. The real power levers in this struggle are the Party machine, the 


I secret police, and the armed forces. In the author's opinion, totalitarian difficulty 


jis freedom's opportunity. The world is safer for the moment while a regime 
'based on total force and total dictatorship goes through its convulsive struggles 
to solve the insoluble problem of a legal and peaceful succession in a system 
that knowS3neither laws nor peace. 


B.. A New Look at that Soviet "New Look" 

The Khrushchevs and Malenkovs and men younger still who now form 
the post-StalinisL "collective leaders" are men Stalin gathered around him in his 
rise to personal dictatorship. The "new men" who have succeeded to Stalin’s 
power are not so new as they look to the uninquisitive eye for they are Stalin’s 
men. What they bring to their drives is the fresh vigor of younger men and a 

1 ) 


Jfresh flexibility of maneuver. 

Second Key: The Coordination of Culture 
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I The lords of total power fear and detest whatever they cannot understand 

and completely control. Thus, historians in the Soviet Union must rewrite history 
to suit the lords. The theory that total power gives total knowledge has led 
Stalin and his successors to intervene in every field of culture and thought. 

I Their long-range aim is the total conquest of the world. Everything that the 
'Soviet Government does is done in secret. Secrecy in government means that 
every communist government is neither more nor less than a conspiracy against 


its own people./ . r 
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Memorandum from W. C. Sullivan to Mr. A. H. Belmont 


Third Key: The Worker in the Workers’ State 


The worker in the Soviet Union must accept without discussion or 
Ireferendum, without negotiation or collective bargaining, the "ukazes" (decisions) 
(of the Council of Peoples’ Commissars. Nothing can change his position or status 
except an order of his superiors. These decrees are given little publicity abroad. 
By an "ukaz" of October 3, 1940, approximately a million young people between 
the ages of 14 and 17 were "called up" for industrial training. The youth 
mobilization "ukaz" reflects the total militarization of the daily life and labor 
of an entire people. Inevitably the militarization of industry and severe life 
has reacted in turn upon the structure of the Red Army. Taken together, these 
decrees added up to an extreme militarization of military life and made the Red 

(Army, from the standpoint of hierarchical structure, absolute command, and 
internal discipline, the most rigidly organized large-scale army in the entire world. 


Fourth Key: The Two Types of Election 


I. The Most Democratic Elections in the World 
The communist dictatorship has felt compelled to imitate many of the 
processes and the very terms that have emerged from centuries of struggle for 
^democracy. A totalitarian dictatorship is deeply aware of its perpetual 
’illegitimacy. Its minority seizure of power by force represents a rupture of 
the fabric of legitimacy. 


13. The Other Election: Men Stake Their Lives 
The other election is real, dangerous, illegal, and punishable by 
instant death or concentration camp. This is the election in which men can 
sometimes choose between communism and the uncertain freedom of the refugee 
and wanderer. In every communist land, men have made this choice. "They 
have voted, " as Lenin said of the Russian peasant soldiers in World War I, "they 
have voted with their feet. " 


Fifth Key: The Kremlin as Ally and Neighbor 


Poland lies in an open plain between Germany and Russia. Russia- 
Poland- Germany: that triangle of relationships is the heart of Europe. When 
there is sickness there, Europe is sick, and the peace and order existing there 
| are a false order and false peace. The kind of Europe which will emerge from 
(World War II is being determined. Poland has become the test for a normal 
I and enduring peace. 

So far, China’ s nationalism has been a benign nationalism, an 
awakening of national self-consciousness and the desire for national freedom. 
ijWilliam Z. Foster told the Politburo of the American Communist Party in 1945, 
jj"On the international scale, the key task is to stop American intervention in 
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Memorandum to Mr. A. H. Belmont from W. C. Sullivan 


China. . . the war in China is the key to all problems on the international front. " 

In China there is the Kuomintang, led by Chiang Kai-shek, and the Chinese 
Communist Party, led by Mao Tse-tung. The program of the Kuomintang 
remains, as in the past, the only force for the defense of the territorial integrity 
and independence and for the eventual democratization and reconstruction of China. 
The program of the Communist Party remains, as in the past, a program for 
Russian penetration, Russian partition, for the tying of China to a world drive 
for power, for the ultimate introduction of a police- state totalitarianism. 

In China, the tide must be turned if we wish to stop the spread of totalitarianism 
and aggressive imperialism, and if we wish to delay, and if possible prevent, 
the outbreak of another world war, in which the captive masses of Asia are 
joined to the captive masses of Europe in a '’final" effort to overwhelm what is 
left of the non-totalitarian and democratic world. 

Tito, Communist Party leader in Yugoslavia, is called the "puppy 
who is barking at the elephant" (Stalin). From Tito's communist camp come 
clear words of truth about Soviet imperialism and ruthlessness, which, when they 
come from communists, have more effectiveness. This is the true crack in the 
Kremlin wall of infallibility. Tito can anticipate Stalin's every move. He 
irepresents a struggle for the independence of his country against the Soviet empire. 

Sixth Key: The Nature of Totalitarianism 

The essence of the total state is that it aspires to be total. The 
totalitarian state seeks to penetrate every aspect of life, assume control of every 
interest, undertake systematic organization of every activity, convert every 
individual interest and activity and every social interest and activity into a state 
activity. 

A review of Bureau files reflects that Bertram D. Wolfe was a member 
of the Communist Party from 1919 to 1929. He reportedly has been anticommunist 
since he broke with the Party. He has been the subject of an extensive investigation 
under the Voice of America program and the Federal Employees Security Program. 
(123-5791; 61-6050) He was subsequently employed as chief ideological adviser 
to the Voice of America. 

RE COMMENDATION : None. This is for your information. 
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Rebuairtel 10/4/55# which authorized an interview 
with ABRAHAM HELLER and Bulat 10/18/55# authorizing 
Interviews with BERTRAM WOLFE and JOSEPH FREEMAN. 


It has been determined that HELLER has moved 
from his former residence and presently resides in 
Apartment HD, 56 Seventh Avenue, NYC. Mr. DOBBS, Superin- 
tendent at 56 Seventh Avenue, who has previously been 
utilized as a source by the NYQ, has advised that HELLER 
is presently away for an indefinite period, but that he 
is expected to return in the near future, DOBBS stated 
that he would immediately advise the NYO upon HELPER* a return 
at which time HELLER will be interviewed in accordance with 
Bureau instructions, as set out in referenced alrtel. 


Efforts are being made to interview JOSEPH 
FREEMAN and it is expected that this interview will be 
completed in the near future, 

BERTRAM WOLFE, 68 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New 
York, was interviewed on 10/24/55, by SAS J.L. MARTIN and 
JAKES H, BRICKLEY, at which time he furnished the following 
Information regarding International Publishers Co,, Inc,, 
and its relationship with publishing houses in Russia $ f 

WOLFE stated that he has no personal knowledge 
of any agreement between International Publishers, Inc*, 
and any corporation or person in Russia, He stated that 
International Publishers Co», Inc., was origiaally financed 
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by A.A. BOJUBR* related that KEUSH was in the 

confidence of certain Russian leaders and was granted 
a business permit in Russia, from which he derived & 
substantial profit, which ho need to finance International 
Publisher* Co,, Inc, HOXFE stated that he did not believe 
hbllbr ever influenced the operation of SMmtMi 
Publishers Co,, Inc., from an editorial viewpoint. 

Regarding material which was published by 
International Publisher*. WOiFE stated that in the early 
iaye, it operated wore or- less aa a free-lance publiehina 
house, in that it published both Communist and mn*e©waxmi*t 
literature* WOLFE stated, however, that in about 1929* 
there was a change of policy and International Publishers 
Co., Inc,, ceased to publish non-Cowwunist literature, 
and ceased to employ anyone who was not a member of the 
CP. w’oijpe related that shortly after he broke with the 
CP in 1929, ALEXANDER THKtfTENBERa hired Ida to do some 
translation which he was to ae at home. 

According to kOiPE, ^rachtehbero advised him 
not to bring his manuscripts to the office of International 
Publishers, but to send them in by someone else* wOIFfc 
stated that in accordance with *fRACHfEHBERa*» instructions, 
he sent his manuscripts to the International Publisher* 

Co., Ine., effiee,by hi* wife* for a short thee* He 
stated* however, that thi* arrangement came to the attention 
of the Central Committee of the CP, and that VMCmmm 
was told to cease his relationship with WOLFE or he would 
be under serious suspicion from Party leaders. 

tfOXFE related that it is hi* personal opinion 
that after the above chan®* of policy in 1929 , that Moscow 
dictated what was to be published by International Publisher* 
Co** Inc., but that he has no evidence on which to base 
this opinion. 

•wOLFE stated that he doe* not desire to 
testify because of bis literary position, but stated that 
he would testify if he felt that his testimony was imperative. 
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fha taault* of th* above interview with 
WOiKE have been furnished to special Assistant to One 
Attorney General David H* Harris by separata 
ooanunleation# 
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27ie "il/ew 7orfr Herald Tribune " of 3/19/57 , carried 
article entitled ” Gates Expounds Red Politics on Columbia 
University Stage,” which reflects that John Gates, editor of 
the ” Daily Worker, n an east coast cojmmuni st newspaper, 

expounded his political views before an audience at Columbia 
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University, New York City. * „ ~ . 

Bertram D. Wolfe shared the stage with Gates and received enthusiastic ^ 
applause when they appeared to score debating points against Gates. 

The Director inquired, n What do we know of Bertram D. Wolf e PH. ” / 

—S u b/ t r> f 7\^jt 

Bufiles reflect Bertj^am_DayJ^ffblfe, born l/ 19 / 96, Brooklyn', 
New York, was the subject of an Internal Security -R case" in 1941 

~ wife's name , —Ell a G. Wolfe (a CP Jfb,£-122Q-/ s) , 

T refugee from Germany. He wasy 

(VOA) program in 1950 and / j 
as chief ideologicajfKj 

/v". 7 

Wolfe was alleged to be a founder of the Workers Party, which 
later became the Commun ist Party. USA (CP), and a memb er f rom 1919 to 

of the Wbfkers School (a CP school' fn' New York v 
delegate to tJ\e Executive Committee of the v 


when his 

appeared as a sponsor for a politico 
investigated under the Voice 'of America 
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after they had been summoned to explain their conduct. 
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Memorandum to Mr . Belmont 
Re: BERTRAM D. WOLFE 

were anti -Stalinist but appeared to be in sympathy with the basic 
communist philosophy of Marx and Lenin. In August y 1953 y Charles M. 
Ifoone , former Bureau Agent and then Acting Chief 3 Office of Security 3 
v.S. Information Agency (formerly VOA ) advised copies of Wolfe’s 
scripts had been reviewed and did not indicate Wolfe was procommunist. 
On 8/3/53 Fred Busbey s then Congre ssman from Illinois 3 expressed 
opposition to the employment of Wolfe by the Government in a speech 
before the Hause of Representatives. On 1/28/54 the Civil Service 
Commission advised Wolfe had been retained in his position; however y 
he resigned in February y 1954. (123-5791-56; 100-15252-41 y p. 177; 
61-6050-11 ) - 

K * t 

Wolfe wap interviewed by Bureau Agents on 9/10/47 regarding 
his CP actipities and furnished some information but was considered 
by the interviewing Agents as uncooperative and not to be. trusted 
as a witness. (61-6050-24) On 10/24/55 he was reinterviewed and 
furnished information ■ indicating communist domination of the Inter- 
national Publishing Company 3 cited as the official CP publishing house 
by the House Committee qn' Un-American Activities , Report No. 1920 
dated 5/11/48 y p.80 . He stated he did not desire to testify but 
would do so if he felt his testimony was imperative . (61-6J050 y 
November 2 y 1955) v . 

The Immigration and Naturalisation Service advised in 1955 
that it discontinued Wolfeas ah informant because it was believed 
he had not cooperated to his fullest extent and had been reluctant 
to identify other contemporary CP functionaries. ( 61-6050-26 ) 

Wolfe has written several books since 1926. His latest 
book is entitled ” Six Keys to the Soviet System 3 ” which was reviewed 
in 1956 by the Central Research Section and found to be a documented 
study of the nature of totalitarianism which has reached its full 
development in Soviet Russia. (61-6050-27) He is the author of an 
article entitled "Marx on the Truman Ho ctrine 3 " which was di stributed 
by the Bureau to the field in 1954 in connection with the development 
of security informants. (100-3-99-1801.) 

ACTION : 

None. For the Director’s information. 
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Gates Expounds Red PoUiies 
On Columbia iJ niversity Stage 


By John G. Rogers 
John Gates, editor of “The 
Daily Worker,” forbidden last 
week to speak at any of the five 
city colleges, appeared for nearly 
two hours yesterday on a Colum- 
bia University platform and 
expounded liis political views 
before a polite and orderly audi- 
ence which made plain its anti 
Communist sentiments. 

Norman Thomas, the Socialist 
leader, and Bertram D. Wolfe. 
author and student of Russian 


affairs, shared the stage of Me 
Millan Theater with the forty- 
three-year-old Communist editor 
and received enthusiastic ap- 
plause frequently when they 
appeared to score debating 
points against Mr. Gates. 

Asserts Aims 
A man who served more than 
three years in prison on a Smith 
Act conviction, now regarded as 
a leader in the so-called new 
look of independence amongj 
American Communists, Mr. 
Gates insisted yesterday that 

( the American Communist party 
is becoming more democratic, is 
not Russian-dictated, and is 
seeking to lead the country 
peacefully toward a Socialist 
Utopia. 

Mr. Thomas and Mr. Wolfe 
were bluntly suspicious of such 
protestations and made clear in; 
general their belief that Amer 
ican communism is still part of 
the pattern of Russian Commu- 
nist imperialism aiming at 
world domination. 

McMillan Theater seats 808 in 
the orchestra and 458 in the 
balcony. At the peak of yester- 
dryti forum, sponsored by the 


John Dewey Society of Colum- 
bia, the orchestra was nearly 
full and there was a scattering 
in the balcony. By far the ma- 
jority were students, both men 
and women, in casual dress and 
carrying books. 

Issue Mentioned 
The fact that there had been 
controversy over whether a 
Communist should be permitted 
to speak before a college audi- 
ence was not greatly emphasized 
yesterday on the blue-curtained 
stage at Columbia. 

Mr. Gates made several men 
tions of the issue. He used the 
(term “Pearful Five” for the 
presidents of the city college 
who, after specific ' invitations 
fto speak had been given him by 
student groups at City College 
and Queens College, agreed to 
ban him from all five compuses. 

Again, he said that by hear- 
ing him the Columbia audience 
had “struck a blow for the Bill 
of Rights.” And satirically he 
deferred to peaceful transition 
to socialism as the "sinister doc 
trine” he would have discussed 
at Queens and City Colleges. 

Controversy Avoided 

Mr. Thomas referred to the 
issue only once. He said he re- 
gretted that he had to come to 
“an institution not supported by 
the public” to take part in the 
discussion with Mr. Gates, and 
then he drew a laugh when he! 
said that this showed there was’ 
'some value in the competitive' 
system.” 

Mr. Wolfe avoided mentioning 
the issue. Robert Nozick, treas- 
urer of the John Dewey Society, 
did not mention the controversy 


in his two brief appearances. 
Dr. James Gutman, chairman of 
the philosophy department at 
Columbia, the moderator, merely 
[Said that the late Mr. Dewey 
[would have liked the idea that 
his name was associated with an 
occasion of free discussion. 

After each of the three speak- 
ers gave his views in fifteen- 
minute talks, each had five min- 
utes for rebuttal, and then there 
were questions from the audi- 
ence. Many of the questions, in 
jtone or content, demonstrated 
lanti- Communist attitude, and 
fall were aimed at Mr. Gates. 

Points in Reply 


Among the points he made in 
reply: 

Under American communism 
there would be other political 
parties “as long as the people 
so desire” but ultimately there 
would be no need for parties, 
Communists have contributed to 
American welfare in improve- 
ment of social security, Negro 
rights and growth of unions. He 
had never in any way received 
any instruction from Moscow. 
General experience and many 
events including the death of 
Stalin brought about change of 
mind and “democratization” of 
American Communists. - 
Mr. Gates twice ducked the 
specific matter of getting Rus- 
sian troops out of Hungary. 
First, Mr. Thomas invited him 
to sign a petition requesting 
such a withdrawal. He countered 
by saying he would sign any pe- 
tition for the withdrawal of alii 
foreign troops — American or-, 
Russian— from Europe. Where- 
upon, Mr. Wolfe told Mr. Gap 
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“jl! you are a free mkn, v.ill 
sign the (Thomas) petition.” 

Again, a questioner in the 
audience asked Mr. Gates what 
he thought of substituting 
Polish for Russian troops in 
Hungary. He repeated that all 
troops should get out of Europe. 

By far the day’s largest ap- 
plause went to Mr. Wolfe when, 
he ticked off the list of new- 
born countries receiving free- 
dom through Western initiative' 
since World War If, and then 
compared it with the list of 
countries which went under 
Russion domination since 1940., 
Seated at the rear of the stage, 
Mr. Gates did not look up during 
the applause. 

The Communist editor is 
Scheduled to speak at Columbia 
again today, at 3:15 p. rn.„ in 
Harkness Theater, under aus- 
pices of the Eugene V. Debs £c- 
..iofv of the university. 
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Communist Party U. S. A. 
100-3-4 


An indexing project has been completed involving 
documents furnished by Benjamin Gitlow covering his knowledge 
of the Communist Party U. S. A. in the 1920's and early 
1930 's. This material was furnished to the Bureau by the 
New York Office by letter dated 3-26-43 (100-3-4-1594 ) . There 
are 2,675 documents involved. 

For record purposes a copy of this memorandum will be 
placed in the main case file on 32 of the most prominent 
individuals mentioned in the documents. On each copy of this 
memorandum will be listed the document numbers on which the 
information concerning these prominent individuals appears. It 
is felt that this is necessary because it is not logical to add 
cross reference cards to our index today, on such old material. 

RECOMMEND A TIONs 

1. That the attached plastiplate be approved, 

2. That each copy be routed to the pertinent section 
of the Domestic Intelligence Division for the interest of the 
substantive case supervisor, 

JO 

LMLtvk 

100-3-4-1594 Enclosure, Document Numbers: 35; 39; 40; 
41; 45; 46; 51; 52; 55; 56; 57; 59;" 60; Si] 63; 64;' 66; 67; 66; 
69; 70; 71; 72; 73; 75; 77; 67; 104; 164; 167; 166; 169; 190; 

256; 271; 260; 329; 660; 709; 795; 1022; 1124; 1125; -1234; 1704; r 
1715; 1973; 1974; 2127; 2239; 2241; 2245; 2267; 2269; 2277; 2291 ;\ 
2297; 2512; 2524; 2525; 2536; 2610. page 2, * 
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CORRELATION SUMMARY 


Main File No: 61-6050 
( See also: 123-5791) 


Subject: 

V 0 

Bertramfwaudd Wolfe 
Bertpdm \Pl7olfe 
On effll^rF'i gh 
A1 Albp&glmf 
■ AlfT^dffcbbMpJit 

^Bertie 

Be rtr a^u^V offe^- 

A1 

B. D.Wf?$\S ^ 

Bert^rojjy^jC 

Ber-brav0Woljr\ 
Bertram D.&Wolf 

* Not searched 

Found As: 

Bertram Davic$j? olfe 

Bertram D-rr&olfe 

Al&blhright 

Alfred*$u.bright 

OnefcArLlbright 

Alber fjfillbright 

Alberj^fovell 

Oner^SFiays, 

Daniel^jshays 

L^lwargas 

AlbertWard 

B. DrrWolf 


JJLai&l&jki h 


BeriH Wolf 
Bertramjtffolf 
Bertram DJfffolf 
Bertram David'XWolf 
Bertram L'ljft? olf 
Bertra ndfttifolf 


■>/’ | ' 


Ail identical re 

SH 


Da te 


' 7 / 3/ / T? 


Date Searched^ 4/29/59 

Bertram Damd^olf 

Bertram 

Bertransf&erf 

BetramW%£>C^ 

Betrp^D.^Wolf 

B . D.Jffolre ^ 
Bert&WolfeK 
Bert D.~f[olfe^^ 
Bertram^v ol£p\ 

Bertram 3jj&J>lje 
Bertran^foW^ * 
Bertran 

Bertram E^^s^olfe 
Bertand^Wmfe 
Bertra nd%^olf£$qf~~ 
Bertran d^D.&W offe 
BertrumGy&Lff. 

Betram D.*nfolf& 


t~ tf £.y fjj 



Betrarp^jf oljw f 

Betram DJffifolf 

Biffiolfe 7 ' 

B. D&Wlfe 

Bertfc&olfe 

Bert Dfjfff'olfe 

Bertram?#' olfe 

Bertrap&folfe RF&O 

Bertram Brtffblfe jw 

Bertran D^fWolfe 

Bertram Davidffiolfe // 

Bertandftffolfe / . ' ^ , 

Bertrand%ftolf e {&/~, feOo&? -^7 
Bertrand Dvffi$g$££ Wssraaes R 3 BM 8 3 ' 

BertruwKlTojfe 

Betram DifcWoltfe sep 3 195& ^ 


All identical ref eren c^s mdrlted "A" on search slip. 


■ ,f ?' V A Coordinati 
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Approved 



Also Searched As: 


A . Albright 
Dave Vfolf 
David Wolf 
Bertram. 0 . Yfolfe 
D. Wolfe 


Dave Wolfe 
David Wolfe 
Dave Wolff 
David Wolff 


This is a summary of information obtained from a review 
of all " see ” references to the subject in Bureau files under the 
names and aliases listed above. All references under the above 
names c ontaining data identical with the subject have been 
included except those listed at the end of this summary as not 
having been reviewed 3 or those determined to contain the same 
inf ormati on as the main file. 

This summary is designed to furnish a synopsis of the 
inf ormation set out in each reference . In many cases the 
original serial will contain the inf ormation in much more detail. 

THIS SUMMARY HAS B EEN PREPARED FOR USE AT T HE SEA T _0F 
GOVERNMENT AND IS NOT SUITABLE~F O R DISSEMINATION 


ABBREVIATIONS 


Additional information Additional information appearing in 

this reference which pertains to 
Bertram David Vlolfe may he found in 


the main file or elsewhere in this 
summa ry. 

SS Search Slip 

SP.. Socialist Party 

SWP .Socialist Workers Party 

WP Workers Party 




The " Proletarian News " of 6/1/35 carried an article entitled 
' Proletarian Party Fifteen Years Ago which gave the foil owing 
inf or mat i on. 

The Michigan state organisation was expelled from the SP 
of America. Subsequently the expelled group decided to organise a 
new party. In June, 1919. they sent delegates to the " Left-Wing 
Conference " held in NYC. That ” conference " was dominated by 
confusionists who decided to capfere the SP for " revolutionary 
socialism .” The leaders of this group included Bertram Wolf. 

100-603-288 p.3B 
(78) / 


The report of the HCUA on the left-wing section of the SP 
stated that a conference of the SP was held in NYC on 6/21/19. A 
national council of the left-wing section of the SP was chosen, with 
Bertram D. Wolfe as one of the members. 

The HCUA report also stated that in 1920 Bertrand B. Wolfe 
appeared as a writer for "The Toiler ," one of the first communist 
publications to appear in the US, 

61-7582-1298 p. 1039, 1628 
( 15 )^ 
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Jeannette Dorothy Pearl (subject of 100-74389) stated that 
during her CP activities (1905-1935) she became acquainted with leaders 
of the organisation ... She recalled among others Bertram D . Wolfe. 


In the autobiography "J Confess " published in February, 1940, 
of Benjamin Gitlow, former General Secretary of the CP, he stated that 
Bertram D . Wolfe was a member of the city committee of 15 elected at the 
first Left Wing convention to carry on its work. (Locality not given) 


~\protect identity) 


b7D 


100-74^89-5 
(35)^ 

SI 100^155500-1 
(86)° / (Files of Walter Steele) 


By letter dated 7/30/35 the Assistant Attorney General 
forwarded a copy of a communication from the Department of State 
which enclosed a letter from the Charge D r Affaires , Mexico City 
regarding the railraod situ ation in Mexico. 

This letter referred to Bertirand Wolfe, who was stated to 
have been in Mexic o for two years and who was active on behalf of 
communist agitation. Communist propaganda in the newspapers announced 
that certain Russian Bolsheviks were to be expelled from Mexico for 
activities similar to those in which Wolfe had been engaged. 


64-30Q-38 1-36 
(53) ^ 




f 


By letter of 8/8/35 , the Department of State submitted 
a copy of a letter from the American Consul General at Mexico City 
which enclosed a copy of a memorandum prepared by Mr. Loring Olmsted , 
an American citizen registered in the Consulate General and residing 
at Calle Reforma No. 3 , Atscapozalco , D.F. , who was c onsidered loyal 
to the US. 


Mr. Olmsted alleged that they were sending north many 
propagandists , one especially valuable one , being Wolfe. Mr. Olmsted 
advised that this referred to Bertrand Wolfe, whom he heard speak 
at the meeting of the c ommunists on Iaualdad Street on June 13, and 
who was well known in the US in connection with communist agitation in 
San Francisco and NY. 

64-0-1875 

( 52 K 



This appeared to refer to the Women's Congress, not further identified. 


A letter received from Francis Ralston Welsh on 10/17/35 
stated that Bertram D. Wolfe was a communist candidate for alderman 
from the 33rd aldermanic district in Brooklyn, NY, date not given. 

Additional information. 


61-105-170 

( 9 )^ 

Correlator 's note: Other serials in this file identify Francis Ralston 
Welsh as c onnected with Investment Bonds, 30 S. 15th St., Phila ., Pa. 


By letter dated 5/15/36 the Department of State forwarded a 
letter from the American Embassy at Mexico dated 4/7/36 concerning the 
activities of c ommunist agencies in Mexico. The letter reported that 
Bertrand Wolf , who was expelled some months previously from Mexico, had 
been conducting communist agitation in Mexico through the "Anti- Imperialist 
League of the Ameri cas," which had headquarters in Chicago, 111. While 
in Mexico , Wolfe was the editor of a communist sheet called "El Machete ," 
understood to be in direct relati ons with the Third Internationals . 

64-800.^331-41 
(83) S 
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By letter dated 4/29/38 the NY Office forwarded a number of 
pamphlets , one of which was n The Workers Monthly' 1 issue of July , 1926. 
Bertram D. Wolfe , prominently identified with the oppositi on* was as 
of 1926 a contributor to the above publication. 

61-7559-2746X1 

(i*r 


In a signed statement , Theodore Maclean Swits (subject of 
100-377452) stated that he taught in the Workers School in Newark , NJ 
approximately two months in 1927. He probably obtained this job through 
Bertram D. Wolfe, head of the Workers School in NY. Wolfe put Swits 
in touch with someone in Newark , where Swits gave one course in 
imperialism and one having to do with Marxist interpretation of current 
events. Maclean stated that Lucy Branham, an American girl who was 
interested in the Soviet Union , introduced him to Wolfe. 

10 0-3/745 2-30 p.8,22 


Hedi Massing (subject of 65-9940) advised that she and her 
husband , Julian Gumpers, returned to NT from San Francisco in 1927 and 
found many communist friends, including Bertrand Wolfe and his wife. 

65-9940-41 p.4 

(sey 


Lieutenant W. C. Reynolds of the NT PB advised that one of 
his undercover informants reported that Mrs. Wolfe was one of three women 
in charge of an office at 383 Madison Ave., NYC, on the door of which 
appeared the name "lass." Mrs. Wolfe was the wife of Bertram D. Wolfe. 

( According to a newspaper account Wolfe denied Secretary of State Kellogg r s 
charge that the communists had organised the Mexican movement against the 
US but admitted aiding the Anti-American pr ojects) . 

This information appeared in a report dated 2/26/27. 

61-6215-5 

(ny 
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Confidential Informan t I received information from 

Bertram Wolfe to the effect that the Prof intern had sent a communicati on 
to the Trade Union Educational League ( TUEL ) and that it was advisable 
to call a Congress of all unions affiliated with the TUEL . The purpose 
was to create an organised communist movement in the Trade Unions to form 
a strong opposition to the A F of L. 

Thi3 information appeared in a report dated '4/23/27. 


61-818-736 
(52) * 


The August^ 1949 issue of Political Affairs' ' magazine 
carried an article entitled "Communicati on" written by Michael Salerno 
(subject of 100-334454) . The article consisted mainly of Salerno's 
discussion of a series of letters exchanged between himself and 
Bertram D. Wolfe y who was editor of "The Communist." The exchange 
took place in 1928 , and the discussion concerned the Mitchurinian 
principles of biology ^which disputed the idea of heredity vs environment 
as a positive factor in the development of the human gene. As a 
Marxists Salerno believed in the inheritance of acquired characters . 

( Further details set out) 


100-334454-21 
(28) ^ 
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This reference , in a review of the history of the New York 
Workers School, referred to the activities of Bertram B. Vfolfe in his 
relationship with the school 1925 to 1929. At one time he was director 
of the school and a member of Si e Advisory Council and the Executive 
Committee . 

Additional information. 


100-155439-61 



A review of the book f, I Confess 3 ,r written by Benjamin 
Gitlow j General Secretary and member of the Political Committee 
of the American CP uiitil removed in 1929 , gave the following 
information , 

Bertram D. Wolfe was fie U,S , representative to the 
Comintern , He was assigned to go to Korea on Comintern business 
(date not given) 3 however 3 he refused the assignment , 

100-29^935-74 p,50 
(28)'/ 


A letter dated 1/10/29 to the State Department made 
reference to previous communications concerning the All-American 
Anti -Imperialist League (subject of 61-6065), The foll owing 
information which was received from Confidential Source\ 
set out, ' — 


l oas 


b7D 


After Emanuel Gomets was removed by the Workers ( Communist ) 
Party from his position in the All-American Anti-Imperialist League s the 
leadership fo the League was given to B, w olfe 3 of the Central Executive 
Committee of the Workers Party and Director of the Agitprop Department 
of the WP, 

61-6065-53 

(58)/ 
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At a heating of the US Senate , Committee of the Judiciary, 
Subc ommittee to Investigate the Administration of the Internal Security 
Act and Other Internal Security Laws , held 10/13/52 in NYC , an article 
dated 3/11/29 was entered into the record. The article stated that at 
the sixth national c onventi on of the CP , USA , the new central executive 
committee was elected. The membership of this committee included Bert 
Wolfe. 


In the above hearing. Exhibit No. 23 was Chapter IV, entitled 
" The History of the Communist Movement in the NY City Schools " from the 
proceeding s of the Rapp-Coudert legislative committee of NY State. 

This report stated that the Teachers Union of the City of NY, which 
gradually became communist infiltrated in the 1920's included Bertram 
D. Wolfe, the Party's leading American writer. 

Additional information. 


61 -75&8-S96 p. 249,343 
( 11/63 y 


SI to parag raph 1 above; 
61-167-2587 
(58) ^ 


hlD 


A letter from the Department of State dated 4/13/29 quoted 
the f ollowing passage from a letter sent by Max Bedacht to Bert Yfolfe: 
"At the time of this writing, we have no news as yet whether or not one 
or more salesmen will visit our firm. Personally, Ido not see much 
benefit out of salesmen ." 

It was noted that the term "salesman" obviously referred to 
representatives of the Executive Committee of the C ommunist Inter- 
national. 

61-167-2593 
( 63 yS 


The September, 1929 issue of The Communist" contained an 
article entitled "The Struggle for the Comintern in America" by Leon 
Platt (subject of 100-34616) . In this article Platt stated that 
contradiction of capitalism developed a sharp class struggle among the 
working class. Jay Lovestone, B.D. Wolf , and Benjamin Qitlow refused 
to see this change and organised an active oppositi on to the new course 
qf the CP and idle communist International, according to Platt. 

100-34616-80 p.62 
(89) S 

SI 100-34516-63 
(89) S 
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A summary memorandum prepared by the Bureau listing 
leading communist figures in various sections of the country as of 
August, 1936 included the following inf ormation. 

Bertram Wolf was assistant "right hand" to Jay Lovestone 
of ih e OP Opposition and one of the main field workers. While in 
Mexico he worked to build up the CP Opposition indirectly while at 
the same time he was working with the Apparatus , the supposedly secret 
service organisation of ih e Soviets. 

6 1-7559 -4X 
(7?)'/' 


On 5/26/37 circulars were distributed outside of Carnegie 
Hall , NYC, which announced a talk by Bertram D. ^ olfe on " Civil War 
in Spain " to be held tin 5/27/3? at Center Hotel, NYC. 

61-7559-1472 

( 11 )^ 


By letter dated 4/1/54, Washington Field Office enclosed 
photographs and descriptive data secured from the State Department 
of some 600 persons who travelled to Russia in approximately 1930- 
1938. Some were Lenin School students ard all were known or suspected 
c ommunists . 


A photograph of Bertram David Wolfe was included. 


100^20/ 83 8-176 pt. 1 p.18 


In relating the history and background of his life. Jay Divid 
V/hittaker Chambers (subject of 74-1333) stated that in 1929 Stalin gained 
control of the CP in Russia s .and of the Internati ona 1 Communist 
organisation. In achieving control of the American CP, Stalin hacked 
the minority group as against the majority group, whose leaders included 
Jay Lovestone and Bertram Wolfe. 
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Chambers Stated that during this period ( 1924-1938 ) the CP 
had one school known as the Workers' School . He recalled that Bertram 
Wolfe had considerable to do with this school and also that Wolfe held 
ihe position of Nati onal Agit-Prop Director of the CP. 

74-1333,-3380 p.853 
( 36 )^ 

SI to paragraph 1 above: 
74-1333^3221 p.246 
(38) ^ 

SI to paragraph 1 above: 

100-18830-67 

(41) ^ 

SI to paragraph 1 above: 
100-184255-336 p.6 
(44y 


A summary memorandum prepared by the Bureau regarding 
Youth Committee Against War gave the following information taken 
from a pamphlet entitled "Must We Fight This War P tr by Robert N. KelsOj 
Jr., issued by the Youth Committee Against Y/ar t 1707 H Street. NY/. 
Washington, D.C. 

dcrtinued on //t * * f C€ -‘J ^ 
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The American Youth Congress joined by the Youth Committee 
Against War, c onducted a pilgrimage to Washington D.C . March 10-18, 

1938. The Youth Committee presented a petition to President Roosevelt 
demanding reduction of armaments, armed forces, and plans for industrial 
mobilisation . This petition was endorsed by a number of national 
figures , including Bertram tB. Wolfe. 


61-7567-98 

as) y 


p. 9 


A catalog of the spring term, 1938, of the New Viorkers School 
to be held at New Vforkers' School Center, 131 West 33rd St., NYC, listed 
Bertram D. Wolfe as one of the instructors . 

It was noted that this appeared to be a school conducted by 
the CP Oppositi on. 


61-7559-3317 

(isr 

SI 61-7559-1836X18 
(FalljTerm 1937) 


A report dated 5/8/38 from Robert M. gave the following 
inf ormati:on. 

At the time of the CP Tenth Annual Convention in Madison 
Square Garden , NYC on 5/36/38 , leaflets were distributed outside 
the entrance by the Independent Communist Labor League, which 
was the opposition of the CP. This faction was led by Bert Wolf 
and ran the New Workers School at 131 West 33rd St., NY. 

61-7566-978 

( 86 ) * 


Leaflets and registration card (source not given) for the 
Independent Labor League of America and the Independent Labor Institute 
for the fall term of 1938 listed Bertram B. Wolfe as an instructor in 
the course "The Vforld in Books." 


61-7563-190X 
(14) v 
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The radical movement which was in opposition to the CP, USA, 
s olicited support for Russell Blackwell , alias Negrete , through the 
Russell Negrete Blackwell Defense Committee, 100 Fifth Ave ., NYC. 

A circular letter of 11/12/38 carried a number of names, including ’ 
Bertram D. Wolfe, presumably as members of the above committee . 

(NY Office Files) 

61 - 7559-3368 , 

(IS) / 


Information dated 3/28/41 at NY, NY obtained from an outside 
unknown source stated that James J. Cannon (subject of 100-159214) , 
when expelled from the CP in 1939, joined the Trotskyits faction and 
stated publishing n The Militant " with the assistance of Bertram Wolfe. 

100-1^9214-1 

(43)'/ 


A report from G-2 dated 6/21/55 stated that Alexander Cuss 
( subject of 100-25195) named persons whom he knew to be members of the 
CP during the periods indicated . The list included the name of Bert 
Wolfe, member of Central Committee 1927-1939 and National Agitation - 
Propaganda Department, CP, USA. ’ 

100-25195-24 

(66)1 


The "DW” of 1/23/39 carried an article entitled ” Lovestone 
Joins Moseley in Fascists’ Drive on FDR’s Defense Program." The 
article stated that Bertram D. Wolfe had joined the fascist chorus 
of assault on President Roosevelts program of national defense against 
the fascist war menace. 

61-7^60-11671 

(14/ 


Material which was obtained from the files of Walter Steele 
of the "National Republic" magazine contained a page entitled 
"international Relief Association" dated 5/15/39. This described the 
International Relief Association as an organization whose purpose was 
to get relief to victims of persecution . The American Committee was 
described as forwarding money to the Internati onal Treasury at Strasbourg, 
France. A list of members of the American 0 ommittee included the name 
of Bertram D. Wolfe. 


94-3-/4-501-77X 

(so/ 
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The State Department furnished material which it acquired 
when prosecuting Browder, et al, for fraud violations. The materials 
included a 1940 Ph otographic Album , which contained a photograph of 
Bertram David Wolfe. 

100-3-18361 end p. A -3 

(3 K 


On 13/9/49 INS, NYC, made available some material which was 
believed to refer to the State Department investigati on into the 
fraudulent obtaining of passports by members of the CP. In the 
material was a " 1940 Photographic Index” which included a list of names 
and photogrdphs, including one of Bertram David Wolfe. 

40-3933-139 p.47 end p.585 (Photo) 

( S )J 


Memorandums furnished by Stott pertaining to Jay Lovestone 
and his group included the following information on Bertram D. Wolfe. 

Wolfe was for years very active in the Independent Labor 
League of America, having followed Lovestone out of the CP. Wolfe 
and his wife spent almost a year in Russia during the 1930's, 
working in some government organisation there. During the Spanish 
Civil War, he went to Spa in to carry on work for the organisation there. 
He made frequent trips to Mexico, often visited Diego Rivera, about 
whom he wrote a book. Wolfe was at one time a teacher in the public 
schools but lost his job because of his revolutionary activities . 

He taught a couple of years at the Erol Preparatory School in NY. He 
was opposed to Arne' icon participation in the European war. At various 
times Wolfe and his wife gave haven to visiting revolutionists who came 
to this country. He often wrote for " Workers Age" under his own name. 

The above information appeared in a memo dated 9/13/40. 

100-7^9-48 
( 38 ) ^ 


In a letter dated 9/35/40 Mrs. Rose V. S. Berry, 3536 Benvenue 
Ave., Berkeley, Calif., auoted a paragraph from Eugene Lyon’s book, 
"Assignment in Utopia," concerning the Comintern Congress held from 
July 17 to Sept. 1, 1938 in Moscow. It stated that the American 
delegation included Bertram Wolfe. 

39-915-176 

(33)' 
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In a letter dated 8/17/40 on t he letter head of Independent 
Committee for Thomas and Krueger , a list of national committee members 
included the name of Bertram B. Wolfe . Source of letter not given ) 

Norman Thomas and Maynard Krueger were presidential and 
vi ce-presidential candidates , respectively, of the Sp in the 1940 
election. 

61-7559-1033111 

(13) J 

SI 61^10498-249 

(17) J 


A report from Stott on Bertram D. Wolfe gave the following 
inf ormationi Wolfe, at one time a moving spirit of the CP, was a writer of 
note and a friend of the Trotsky, Biego Rivera, the mural painter. 
Informant read a report handed in from Mexico in which it was stated 
that Wolfe and his wife were agents of ihe German g overnment . Informant 
stated that Wolfe had always been one of the " problem children " of the 
Independent Labor League of America. 

At a meeting of the Independent Labor League of America group 
on 11/37/40 a heated argument developed over the war question. 

A crisis was reached in which Wolfe was branded a German agent, and he 
resigned just ahead of being kicked out. 


100-763-496 
'22 ) / 

l %&m raph 

report. 


3 above: 


The Rapp-Coudert Committee report, a report of the 
investigation of the public school system made in 1940-1941 by a NT 
State Legislative Committee , stated that a recommendati on was made 
that offending left wingers be expelled from the Teachers Union. 
Specific charges were made against six union members, including 
Bertram B. Wolfe. Acc ordingly , a trial committee was set up to hear 
the evidence and report. 


100-3^784-192 
(25) J 


Correlator's Note: The disposition of r the charges against Wolfe was 
not given. 
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On 9/13/56 J 

(protect identity) J l and 

former OP member, gave the following information concerning officers 
and executive board members of the Teachers Union of NYC for the 
period of 1930-1941 . Informant did not know Bertram Wolfe to be a 
CP member during this period but recalled that Wolfe formally broke 
with the Party and joined the group who were followers of Jay Lovestone , 
a faction within the Teachers Union who consistently opposed the CP 
faction. 


100-75957-107 p.3 
(43) f 


On 3/9/41 Mr. Clarence L. Shaw of 716 East Jefferson St., 

Wash., D.C . furnished a pan\phlet which had been handed to him. The 
leaflet referred to the Washington Keep America Out of Y/ar Committee, 
affiliated with Keep America Out of War Congress , and carried a list 
of names of the Governing Committee of the Congress. The name of 
Bertrand D. Wolfe was listed. 

Y/FO files revealed that information taken from the files of 
the Industrial Squad of the Chicago PD showed that Wolfe was on the 
Executive Committee, WP of America / Director of Agitation and Propaganda 
Departments Associate Editor of the "Revolutionary Age." 

25-llb31-7 
(54) v 


On 3/19/43 the files in the office of the Director of 
Intelligence, 2nd Service Command, Governors Island , NY were reviewed. 
The file , Communist Suspects^ under date of 3/25/41 contained a list 
of suspected communist fellow travelers . One entry stated that three 
individuals, including Francis Henson (subject of 100-58019) had a 
c onference with Earl Browder on c onditi ons of a merger of "Marxist 
Quarterly" with "Science and Society ," a CP quarterly. Browder laid 
down the condition that Bert Wolfe was not to be an editor. 

100-5^019-26 
(67) V 
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The second National Anti-war Congress closed its session in 
Sylvan Theater in Vfashington, B.C . on 6/1/41. The congress elected 
a governing committee of 42 members , including Bertram B. Wolfe . 


61-10498-A 

7 

(17) 7 


"i Washington Evening 
Star”, 6/2/41 


On 7/30/41 an investigator of the Sheriff's Office , Riverside , 
Calif., reported the following information . 

On the above date Frances Elkins (subject of 61-9568) was 
overheard to state that she personally knew Bertram B. Wolfe, author of 
”, The Soviet Union in 1924.” She stated that he was writing against 
communism for revenge arid was working on a book exposing communism. 

Additional information. 



In the January, 1955 issue of "The Political Reporter,” 
(subject of 65-61520) an article entitled, "The Old Stinkpots Are 
At It Again” by John Henry Monk, contained a paragraph which gave 
the following inf ormation. 

In the late '30 's and early '40 's, the then new American 
Trotsky Communist Party-Majority, . spearheaded by Jay Zovestone, 
Bertram Wolfe , and others, who were acting for the prtito.cGl setup 
of Zionism , brought into being Ant i-Bef a motion league's first 
Hate Brigade in this country and moved against certain minority 
groups. 


65-61520-5 p.62 
(38)7 


b7D 


I (protect identity), adu^sed l 

Y the book ” Y/hose Revolution?” for Irving Dewitt Talmadge ( subject of 
101-4483) . Talmadge advised informant that according to his plan, a 
number of better known writers, including Bertram B. Wolfe, each 
submitted a chapter for this book. This was a method of presenting 
various viewpoints on communism , liberalism, and the like . 
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This information appeared in a report dated 5/8/42. 
Additional information. 

101-4403 -5 
(30)<S 


A Postal Cens orship form showed that Bertram B. Wolfe 
received a letter dated 10/31/48 from Julian Gomes, Vichmia 104, 

Mexico, D . F. The Examiner 's note stated that Gomes was Julian Gorkin , 
famous French writer, who was accused by the Stalinists of being a 
Nasi Agent . The writer appealed to the addressee to ask the 
Y/ashington government to help obtain necessary authorisation for his 
father to go to Mexico from France. 


64-8704-749 
(19) x/ 


A c onfidential source advised that as qf January, 1943, 

B. B. Wolfe was a subscriber to "The Militant " and "Fourth International, " 
publications of the SWP. 

100-16-35-50 
(61) 1/ 


1 / -b 7 D 

| ( protect 

identity) suggested that perhaps Berthram B. Wolfe and his wife, 

Ella Wolfe, leaders in the OP who went to Mexico in 1919 to escape 
the Palmer Raids, would be able to furnish information concerning 
the activities of Louis C. Frafina (subject of 100-118061) in Mexico . 

They belonged to the same OP q& did Fraina, w:ere excellent friends, 
and had the same political opinions. 

Inasmuch as Bertram and Ella Wolfe were former leading 
members of the CP and subjects of a NT case file, it was deemed 
inadvisable to interview them concerning Fraina. 

This information appeared in a reference dated 4/3/43. 

100-118061-88 

(86 y 
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A Postal Censorship intercept revealed that in November , 
1943 Marceau Pivert ( subject of 61-8404) wrote in a letter to Octavio 
Briquard, a French industralist who was active in c ommunist affairs , 
that Bertram. Wolfe was a collaborator on n Call n , a new Socialist 
publication in the US . 


61-8404-143 
(36) J 


A Censorship report indicated that a letter dated 12/1/43, ■ 
return address Bertram B. Wolfe, was written to Hilda Patrick Winslow , 
Hotel Geneve 4 7 de Londres, 130, Mexico, B. F. The letter was 
apparently written by Ella Wolfe. She advised addressee of some 
people to contact. There was enclosed a chart designed by a 
representative of the censorship as an analysis of the relationship 
of individuals living at Luis Moya 19, Mexico, D. F. This chart 
showed Ella and Bert Wolfe as known contacts of Hilda Winslow Patrick and 
Frances To or. 


65-433024-3525 
( 19/65 J 


It was reported that Marceau Pivert of France and Gustav 
Regler of Germany, along vnth many others, were carrying 'on anti- 
American, British, and Russian propaganda in Mexico and Latin America . 
It was also reported that the above men were connected with the 
powerful Trotsky machine in the US, which included Eugene Lyons, Max 
Eastman, Sydney Hook, Bertram B. Wolfe, and George Sokolsky. 

(NT Office files, 4/8/44 ) 
64-532-221-4 

(ie r 

SI 64-2701-1322 (Military Attache, 
/ Mexico) 

(19) S 

SI 61^5381-1244 

(nr 

SI 100-36676-9 ( 

( 85 ys 1 — 

SI 100-36676-7 \ 

SI 100-268519-8] 

(27) ^ 
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• • 


An article which appeared in the New World" of 6/8S/44 
entitled " Peace Now Move" reflected a letter written to the mayor 
and city council of Seattle , Wash. The letter called attention to 
various individuals alleged to be Lhobskyites and stated that Bertram 
Wolf was expelled from the communist movement many years ago because 
of his Fascist and reactionary c onnections. Instant letter was signed 
by the president and the secretary of Washington Stain CPA. 

100-12997-47 

( 78 / 

b7D 

advised that a meeting of the CPA was held on 
7/27/44 at the I) orie Miller Hall , Seattle, Wash. Members present 
were urged to write the Machinists' Local and protest the Local’* 
allowing such "Fascists" as Bertram Wolfe to speak. A member 
explained that Wolfe was a German spy and that he had been expelled 
from Russia prior to the war. 

100-26921-21 

( 42 )^ 


This reference dated 8/28/44 referred to the activities 
of the National Council of American - Soviet Friendship, Inc. (subject 
Of 100-146964) regarding Bertram Wolfe. In July, 1944 Wolfe gave 
lectures in the San Francisco area on subjects in which the Russian 
government's international relations and internal policies figured. 
These lectures were opposed by the CPA and National Maritime Union. 
Those who opposed Wolfe endeav ored to interrupt his lectures in 
every way possible. 

100-146964-302 p.26 
( 43 )^ 


On 7/25/44, while a guest at the Clark Hotel, Martin Temple 
(subject of 64-22166) made a long distance telephone call to Bert 
Wolfe at the Cecil Hotel, San Francisco. (Source not given) 

Bertram B, Wolfe was a quest at the Cecil Hot el from 7/17/44 
to 8/9/44. | protect identity) 

b6 

b7C 

b7D 
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tour of 
advised 


the Pacific Coast in 


reported 
July and 


that Wolfe was 
August , 1944. 


that Local communists attempted to interfere 
stated that the National Maritime Union sent 


groups in an attempt to have JLolfe's lectures 
1 stated that in an attempt to discredit 
to his lectures to ask embarrassing questions . 

Additional information. 


cancelled . 
Wolfe , the 


b7D 

on a speaking 
Informants 
with his lectures, 
let ters tn d ifferent 


and 

CPA sent members 


64-2216$ -60s 
(19Y3^ 65 f 

SI to paragraph 1 above 
64-2 2166-53 
(87)'$ 


protect identity) 


On 7/17/44, | advised that at a meeting at CP headquarters 

on 7/14/44 3 Carl Reeve, Secretary, 12th District , CPA, gave an address 
which dealt with the Trotskyites . He stated that Bertram Wolfe vms a 
Trotskyite and a traitor to the CP. 


On 9/2/44 \ |adyised that a Workers School sponsored 

by the CPA was held at CP headquarters on 8/30/44 at which Reeve gave b/D 
a lecture on Trotskyism . He said that a group of Lov estonites, 
including Bertram Wolfe, were kicked out of the Party in 1928. 


100-16^51-70 

(40)/ 

SI to paragr aph 2 above 

100-1/997-48 

(4iy 


A copy of an Office qf Strategic Services letter dated 
10/30/44 discussed a new bulletin " Russian Affairs , n The pUblicati on 
was issued in the name of the Institute for Russian Studies if the 
Rand School of Social Science, 7 East 15th Street, NT, organised by 
Bertram D. Wolfe, a member of the Social Democratic Federation, and 
by two members of the right wing of the Russian Social Dem ocratic 
Labor Party. 


100-7826-29 

(23)/ 

SI 1 00 -335 069 -2 




(84 

SI 1 00-335069- 1 
(46) 1 


b7D 
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A report dated 11/16/44 from, the Office of Strategic Services 
entitled s 'American Socialists Organise to ■ Counter Communist Committee 
for Spain' * contained the following information . 

American s ocialists c onnected w'ith the "New Leader" in NY 
toiok the initiative in forming a committee in support of the Spanish 
Republic as a c ounter-move to the American Committee for Spanish 
Freedoms recently organised under communist inspiration. A meeting 
of the Socialist committee was attended by editors of the "New Leader" 
and a few others , including Bertram Wolfe , editor of the Menshevik 
magasine "Russian Affairs ." This group was staunchly anti -communist. 

100-332851-7 

( 45 )^ 


The "BW" of 11/22/44 carried an article entitled "Willing 
Recruits for Hitler’s New Volkssturm" which told of a forum in the Rand 
School* in which Bertram Wolfe participated. Wolfe stated that 
Russia was a police state and that insofar as a durable peace was concerned, 
"Russia and England are a decisive , negative factor." 

61-952 r A,"RW" 11/22/44 

xnr&jSeSal 1 (34) 


A Postal Censorship form showed that Mr. and Mrs. Bertram 
Wolfe received a communication dated 12/7/44 from F. Blum ("Frankie"), 
c/o J. 0. Ferron, Banco Be Comercio, SA Mexico , B. F. The letter 
stated that the writer , on a visit in Mexico City , c ontacted Martin 
Temple (subject of 64-22166-55) regarding an art exhibit. Examiner 's 
note stated that Wolfe had frequently received news items from Marceavb 
Pivert about Socialism. 


64-22166*55 

(3/37Y 

SI 62^62736-1-537 
(37 )/ 

SI 62-62736-2-18425 

(37 r 
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A Postal Censorship report showed that Marceau Piuert 
(subject of 61-8404) received a mimeographed paper signed " Tresca 
Memorial Committee . " This leaflet announced a mass memorial meeting 
for Carlo Tresca 3 the assassinated Italian radical leader , on 1/11/45. 
Enclosed was a press release dated 12/13/44 covering the same subj’ect . 
Under the heading " Preliminary Committee " the communication gave a list 
of names, including Bertram B. Wolfe . 

61-8404-160 

(ie)^ 


| (protect identity )\ 

Chicago 3 an original member of the CP in Chicago in 1919j advised 
in 1945 that Bertram D. Wolfe should be in a position to give 
inf ormation concerning Ralph Bowmann (subj'ect of 100-258542) . 

Acc ording to the Inf ormant, Wolfe currently was in NIC writing for 
the "Nation* and "Republic." Informant alleged that Wolfe was opposed 
to the CPA , and in 1928 he was a US representative to the Comintern 
and was thrown out of the CP. 


b7D 


100-258542-28 

(27)ts 


A Cens orship report showed that Ella and Bert Wolfe received 
a communication dated 2/6/45 from Martin Temple (subj'ect of 64-22166) , 
Mexico. Writer suggested that addressees j' oin him on some of his trips 
to the beautiful country where he was at that time . 

64-22166-58 

( 8 ?)^ 

SI 62-62736-2-17619 
(87) 


The "BW" dated 4/22/45 carried an article entitled "Anti- 
Soviet Gang Unites in letter to Times on Poland." This article 
c ontained a synopsis of a "NY Times " editorial which editorial 
condemned the Polish Provisional Government (subject of 100-330600) . 

The editorial was signed by a group of authors , including Bertram B. 
Wolfe. The "BW" article in turn condemned the signers of the "NY Times" 
editorial individually , stating that Wolfe, a Trotsky ite, did nothing 
but snipe at the USSR. 

100-330600-255 

(28)\S 
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b7D 



On 7/14/45 . 


/ advised that he recently heard 

Ignacy Morowski , editor of the NYC Polish language newspaper 
» Nowy-Swiatj ” make the statement that certain American writers 
were presently on the payroll of the Polish American Congress 
(subject of 100-390700) . Morowski named Bertram B. Wolfe as a 
recipient of money from the Congress . 

100-890700-137 
(38) * 

SI 100,-890700-138 
(SB)*/ 


A booklet dated October , 1945 entitled n Who Killed Carlo 
Tr escape (subject of 61—1335) contained an article attributed to the 
Fresco Memorial Committee . Bertram D, Wolfe was listed on this 
committee . 

61 -13/5 -3961 

(ior 

SI 61,-1335-393 

( 10 )'' 


According to a report dated ll/6/46 } Bertram Wolf was 
interviewed (date not given) regarding the activities of Ralph Bowman 
(subject of 100-358543) j whose picture he identified as Rudy Baker. 
Wolf stated he knew very little about Baker s but he gave the name of 
Barney Herman s who could possibly furnish information on Baker. 

Additi oral information. 



- 85 - 


• • 


In a letter dated 12/12/46, Hugh G. Morris on,. Box 0,. 

Mays Landing 3 NJ, wrote in detail of his experiences with radical 
organisations . He wrote f the CP Opposition , later known as the 
International Communist Labor League , of whjch one of the. prominent 
figures was Bertram Wolf . Morris on went tothe organisation headquarters 
occasionally to hear Wolf lecture on Diego Rivera and his adventures 
in Spain during the revolution . 

100-348285-1 

( 79 )'/ 


On 7/22/47 Louis F. Budens (subject of 100-63) advised 
that he felt the Bureau should see Bertram D. Wolfe for information 
on the history of the CP . Budens stated that Wolfe was at one time 
head ofihe Workers School in NY and might have in his possession 
a private library of CP publications. 

100-63-245 

( 22 )/ 


Liston Oak , Labor Editor , International Broadcasting 
Division, State Department , advised that Johanna Carl Saras on 
(subject of 123-6516) advised him that in 1947 and 1948 she traveled 
to Mexico. While in Mexico she paw several Social Democrats, 
including Bertram Wolfe. 

123-6316-8 
(47) $ 


On 1/21/49 the NY Office requested Bureau advice as to 
whether Bertram and Ella Wolfe should be interviewed for information 
in the case of Jay David Yfhittaker Chambers. 

By reply teletype dated 1/24/49, the Bureau granted authority 
to interv iew these individuals . 


74-133^-1248 

( 38 )*/ 
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A reference in the indices of the NY Office indicated 
that Bertram D. Wolfe was a subscriber to " The Militant" newspaper . 

This information appeared in a report dated 8/1/49. 

Additional information. 

100 -30 26& 8-22 
(89/6 if 


On 7/14/54, M. M. Witherspoon , 71 West 83rd St., NYC, advised 
that he first came to know Paulo B. Lysenko .(subject of 100-360649) 
through Bertram B. Wolf some time in the spring of 1949. Lysenko 
arrived in the US from Russia 5/30/49. According to Whitherspoon, 

Wolf was a friend of Sheba Strunsky, who was ass ociated with the 
Internati onal Rescue Committee which handled the Lysenko case. Because 
of Witherspoon r s extensive contacts, Wolf felt that he might be in a 
position to assert Strunsky in placing Lysenko in employment . 

100-360649-33 

(82) v 


By letter dated 7/25/49 the San Francisco Office requested 
permissi on to interview Bertram B. Wolfe, who was ass ociated with the 
SWP and other front organisations . Wolfe was as of July, 1949 attached 
to Stanford University, Palo Alto, Calif. 

100-233970-119 
( 27 )«/ 


The "Palo Alto, California News" for 2/21/50 reported that 
Bertram B. Wolfe was to speak on the following day on the subject 
"Stalin, the Man, His Methods, and His Place in History . " The article 
descr ibed Wo.lfe as a biographer of Stalin and indicated that he was 
speaking from .personal observation. This article mentioned that Wolfe 
was at one time director of Russia ' s Tass News Bureau in Latin America 
and attended the World Congress of ihe Communist International in Moscow, 
where he met Stalin, Trotsky , Molotov:, and other Russian leaders. It 
indicated that he lectured and studied in Russia as well as in Mexico and 
throughout the US. 

A reference in the San Francisco files indicated that in 1940 
Wolfe spoke on behalf of Norman Thomas' Socialist Party. 
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In view of the above information , the San Wra ncisno Of fine 
requested advice regarding a dvisability of interviewing 


By letter dated 4/10/50, the Bureau advised that an interview 
was not desired. :b 7 D 


Additional information. 


66-2542-3-47-2838 
(19) S 


Bertram Wolfe advised 

identity) that he recalled Emmeruch 
as a member of the Hungarian Federation or 
student in the Workers School of the CP, and 
Lov estonite Group of the Party in 1926-1928 . 
concerning Emmeruch Lustig. 


Hf ' protect 

Uistig (subject of 100-7166 ) 

Bureau of the CP, as a 
as a follower qf the 
Wolfe declined to testify 


This information appeared in a report dated 4/5/50. 


100-7166-38 p.23,24 

(40 y 


Bertram Wolfe was given as a reference by Charles Malamuth 
(subject of 123-7827) . Wolfe advised that he met Malamuth about 1941, 
and the following year the families visited. About 1950 Wolfe asked 
Malamuth to apply for a job with the Voice of America, inasmuch as 
he was a good translator > He recommended Malamuth as to loyalty and 
character . 


This information appeared in a report dated 3/3/51. 



In 1951 Bertram B. Wolfe, Chief of the Ideological Talks 
Unit, International Broadcasting Division State Department, 150 West 
57th St., NY, NY, informed that he first met Joseph Gordon in 1924 Or 
1928 in Moscow , Bussia_ ■ , when both were representatives of their 
c ountries dt a c onference . At that time Wolfe represented the CP of 
the US and Gordon represented the CP of Czechoslovakia. 


65-58/81-54 p.25 
( 19 'L 

SI 123-7048-14 

( 3iy 


-2Q- 






In 195 2\ | 

I (protect identity ) advised that in his opinion the policy 
direction of Edwin Martin John Kretsmann 3 of Voice qf America (VOA) 
(subject of 65-6225?) was influenced by Bertram Wolfe 3 also of VOA. 
Informant felt Wolfe believed that Leninism or Trotskyism was preferable 
to Stalinism and that he endeavored to convince the Russian people 
that a return to pre-Stalin government would be beneficial to ihem. 


Mr, Alfred Puhan 3 Program Manager 3 VOA 3 advised that he believed 
Bertram Wolfe would sometime s submit ideas which were not anti - 
c ommunistj and he recalled that on Lenin's anniversary some material 
submitted by Ylolfe praised Lenin . 


Additional information. 


65-62/57-4 p.28 
(38 y 
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Bertram B. Wolfe was listed as a reference by Richard 
Strunsky (subject of 123-12595) . Wolfe recommended Strunsky without 
reservation for a position of trust and confidence with the US 
g overnment . 

The above information appeared in a report dated 1/11/52. 
Additional information. 


123-12595*21 p.19,20 

(31/47 r 

On 2/23/52 Jay Lovestone (subject of 61-1292) stated that 
he had spoken with Bert Wolfe , who was interested in obtaining an 
unidentified report . 

In a conversation between Arnold Beitsman , believed to be a 
union official , and Lov estone, it was mentioned that Bert Wolfe was 
c onnected with the American Committee for Cultural Freedom. 


( NY-6 00 -Sx) 

61-1292 -32jO p.11,24 
(77/86 )^ 


In the book " Witness' 1 by Whittaker Chambers ( subject of 
74-1333) , the author stated that staff members of the "BW" signed a 
petition asking that the editor , J. Louis Engdahl, be removed. 
Speaking through its national Chief cf Propaganda and Agitation, 
Bertram D . Wolfe, the Party sternly informed the insurgents that the 
petition was permissible and that Engdahl must remain as editor. 

The above book was enclosed wtih cs letter dated 4/25/52. 

74-1333-5274 p.233 
( 19 )^ 

SI 74-1333-4785, Part 4 p. 65 

( 19 )^ 


Information furmished by CIA contained a report regarding 
Japan dated 12 /28/52 . This report referred to a magazine , "Under 
the Flag of .Liberty, " a Japanese publication. The November issue 
carried an item written by Bert Wolfe , translated from "Foreign 
Affairs." Wolfe was described as "The leading representative (formerly) 
of the Bukharinite group inside the Central Committee of the CP, USA." 

61-129^-4371 p. 124 
(63) * 
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Referral/ Consult 


100-79^4-82 
(40) y 


In an interview at the American Embassy , Belgrade , on 5/19/55, 
Edwin Martin John Kretsmann ( subject of 65-6225?) advised that while he 
was policy advisor in the Voice of America , 1950-1953 , he knew Bertram 
Wolfe , Chief of the Ideological Unit. A Mr. Kohler and a Mr. Puhan 
requested that Wolfe be added to the staff as an expert on Communism as 
they felt he was a dedicated anti-communist. Kretsmann worked closely 
with Wolfe , felt that there could not have been a better man for the job s 
and he thought Wolfe wrote very effective anti-communist propaganda . 

65-62257-15 

( 38 )^ 


A list of the principal personalities named by James Leigh 
White (subject of 123-7646) during an interrogation as reported by 
CIA included the name of Bertram C. Wolfe. White stated that he was 
probably in contact with Wolfe in 1937. 

Cf~ 

A parenth/jcal notation of information from the Security files 
of CIA stated that the above Wolfe may or may not be identical with 
Bertram D. Wolfe, who was active in the CP from 1919 to 1929, when he 
was expelled. While in the CP he was in charge of a caucus at the 1922 
CP conventi on, a delegate to the Sixth World Congress of the CP, and in 
1929 was in Moscow as a representative of the CP USA to the Comintern. 
In 1953 he was employed by the Voice of America. Since leaving the CP, 
he was reported to be anti-communist in his views. 

123-7646-43 enc p.17,145 
( Not indexed) 


The n Workers Age n of 5/1/34 contained an article written by 
Bertram D. Wolfe, entitled n Communist Movement and Its Defense in 
Answer to Earl Browder , n The article stated that one of the aims of 
the CP of the Oppositi on was to re-unite the CP and the Communist 
International . 
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Robert M . advised that in May , 1938 he visited the offices 
of the "Workers Age n in NIC and observed pictures of MarXj Stalin , 
Lenin , Trotsky and Bertram Wolfe in prominence there . 

Bertram B. Wolfe 3 named as a reference by Milton Sand or 
Mautner (subject of 121-40676), advised that he had known Mautner 
since about 1935 3 when he worked for the "Workers Age," which 
was printed by the Independent Labor League, success or to the OB 
of the Oppositi on. Wolfe advised that he was active in these 
organisations, which were anti-communist. 

This information appeared in a report dated 1/2/53. 

Additional information . 


121-40076-9 

(46)'' 

SI to paragraph 1 above ; 

140-13263-12 

(32) ^ 


On 1/27/53 Joseph Zack Kornfeder, former member of the 
CP, advised that Bert Wolf was the official representative on the 
Anglo-American Secretariat of the Communist International from the 
end of 1928 to the end of 1929. He added that he "positively resented" 
the fact that Bert Wolf was employed by the US g overnment. 

61-10149-2750 

(86 r 


Mr. Joseph Walsh, Regional Security Officer, US Information 
Agency, 250 West 57th Sb ., NIC, advised on 3/22/54 that material 
appearing in the "Life" magazine articles of Alexander Orlov (subject 
of 105-22869) of April, 1953 were used by the US Information Agency in 
broadcasts . Later a script prepared by Bertram B. Wolfe, based upon 
the "Life" magazine articles, entitled "A Chief of the NKVB Confesses, 
was broadcast in nine languages . 


105-22869-186 

(3o) 


p.27 
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On 4/3/53 Dr. John T. Cocuts furnished information regarding 
the loyalty of members of Voice of America personnel 3 including 
Bertram Wolfe. Cocuts believed that the persons mentioned 3 judging 
from their writings and comments 3 were sympathetic toward Marxism. 
These ideas were probably fostered through the influence of Wolfe as 
Chief of the Ide ological Advisory Staff. 

123-10758-22 

(31*47? 


Mrs. Alice Widener made available a copy of a letter 
dated 5/3/53 which she forwarded to a Mr. Hawkins 3 who represented 
the Senate Investigating Sub-Committee in Tfashington, D.C., concerning 
her observations while employed at the Voice of America. In relating 
her impressions 3 Mrs. Widener stated that it was her professional ■ 
opinion that the Features Unit 3 in which she worked, was staffed with a 
queer assortment of people. She stated that Bertram Wolfe 3 the special 
Ide ological Adviser 3 had written both communist and anti-communist books. 

121-43347-22 

(46)^ 


Liston 0ak 3 Labor News Editor 3 International Broadcasting 
Division 3 (Voice of America) 3 advisedon 12/2/53 that prior to 1929 Bertram 
D. Wolfe was Educational Director for the CP in NT State 3 that he defeated 
in 1929 3 and since 1929 was known as anti-communist. 

According to an article in the ** Brooklyn Eagle, 1 * 5/30/48 3 
Bertram D. Wolfe was one of the founders of the American CP. Wolfe 
had free access to the Kremlin and came to know personally most of 
the top Soviet leaders. 

ONI advised that in 1929 Wolfe was Educational Director of the 

CP. 


D/uJ'SjStj Wolfe was intervievjed at 1775 Broadway NTC and was unable to 
identify a picture of John Cushing Varney (subject of 105-17233) . Wolfe 
reminded that he had several c onnectj ions with the CP in 1929 . 

105-17233-31 

(30)* 
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On 

conversation 


( Beichman ) 
contact of 


18/6/53 , 
between 


c oncerning 
Lovestone . 


made available information from a 

Jay Lovestone (subject of 61-1898) and Arnold 
one Bert, believed to be Bertram Y/olfe > a 
Lovestone informed Arnold concerning the 


h7D 


development in "Bert's Case," He referred to a memo wherein charges 
were filed against Bert that he withheld information from the government 
about his membership in the CPO in filing his application. It was noted 
that CPO possibly referred to the CP Opposition 3 which was believed to 
be the original name of the group organised by Lovestone after he was 
expelled from the CP, 

6 1-1398/578 
( 34 / 63 ) 


The "NT Ylorld Telegram and Sun" of 8/18/54 contained an 
article entitled K '*Voice ' Official Quits After McCarthy Quia," The 
article reflected that Bertran B, Wolfe had resigned as chief of the 
Ideological Advisory staff. The article stated that Wolfe's name 
came up when Senator McOa-rthy asked one of Mr. Wolfe's superiors during 
the investigation if he knew that Wolfe was a communist in 1989. 

Wolfe's superior 3 Edmund Kretaman s replied that Wolfe had been staunchly 
anti-communist since 1939 and was one of Hie most effective people the 
Voice Qf America had. 


140/0-3/47 

f a l/on 




[ (protect identity) , 

advised that he never knew Joaquin Maurin pens onally but did know of b7D 
him.. He stated that Bertrand Wolfe knew Maurin well. 

advised on 10/14/53 that Maurin at the time of his 

departure from Spain in 1947 was reported to have indicated his intention 
of joining a Socialist Party , denying his Trotskyite opinions. 

This information appeared in a reference dated 3/19/54. 

65-586/81-49 p.5,12 
(53) v 


In reference to a suggestion in a WFO letter of 4/5/54 that 
Bertrand Wolfe he interviewed regarding Frank Jellinek, (subject of 
65-38762 ) NY letter of 4/26/54 advised that Yfolfe was not being 
interviewed . It was noted that Wolfe was expelled from the OP in 
1929 and would not likely be aware of the present CP activites of 
Jellinek . 


65-28762-37 

(37 r 


1 b7D 

jwho made available the issues of "New Leader " 

magazine of 10/11/54 and 11/29/54, stated that this was a non-official 
publication of a Socialist group in the US. 


The issue of 10/11/54 of "New Leader" contained an article 
by Bertram B. Wolfe entitled " The Strange-' Case of Diego Rivera." 
The article set out the fact that Wolfe had been a member of the CP 
(f Mexico with Rivera, who had left the Party and come back in on 
two occasions. The article discussed the psychological reasons for 
Rivera's attachment to the CP. 


77-25210-28 
(20 )V 
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The ’’NY Herald Tribune " of 11/16/54 harried an article 
entitled " 'Red Fighters Elect, 11 The article stated that The American 
Committee for Cultural Freedom , an organisation dedicated to active 
opposition of communism and all other forms of totalitarianism , 
announced the election of five officers to its executive committee. 
One of the new officers was Bertram D. Wolfe. 

100-U5040-A "NY Herald Tribune " 

, , / 11/ 16/ 54 

(SS) 


On 4/15/55 Bertram Wolfe advised that the name of Chi 
Chd o-Ting was furnished to him in his capacity as director of 
agitation and propaganda of the CP. Wolfe recalled making a two-week 
speaking tour with Chi which took them through the Midwest addressing 
rallies which had been arranged by local WP organisati ons built around 
the theme "Hands Off China." According to Wolfe, in 1989 he travelled 
to Moscow and by chance met Chi on the street and they had lunch together. 

Wolfe stated that while he was generally acquainted with the 
career and writings of Owen Lattimore (subject of 100-24628) , he had no 
first hand knowledge of his activities or sympathies. 

100-2)4628-6594 

(42/ 


On 10/24/55 | (protect identity ) was interviewed . 

He stated that the Ini ernat tonal Publishers Company , Inc. (IPC) was 
originally financed by A. A. Heller (subject of 100-12584). Informant 
related that Heller , in the confidence of certain Russian leaders, was 
granted a business permit in Russia from which he derived a substantial 
profit, which he used to finance IPC . Informant stated that he did nob 
believe Heller ever influenced the operation of IPC from an editorial 
viewp oint. 
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On 1/16/56 S \ I 

(protect identity) advised that Philip E. Mosely (subject of 105-31418) 
had been extremely cordial to Bertram D. Wolfe over the years. Mosely 
invited Wolfe to participate in the Council on Foreign Relations . 

!b7D 


105-31416-1 7 enc p.18 
(30) t/ 


Informant 


The fo 1 1 owing inf or ma ti on was received on 18/5/56 from Bureau 


", Jay and I went to dine with Elly Broch owits 8 7 October, 1956. 
Bert and Ella Wolfe were there . I asked Elly (when she happened to 
speak of being in a concentration camp in France) if she knew a certain 
Mrs. Gova. JThat she told me adds and confirms my suspicion that she 
is a French agent . " 

A pencilled notation stated that this information was 
furnished to informant by Louise Page Morris. 

Dr. Sabina Gova _is subject of file 65-38711. 

65-3sjni-17 
(65) J 
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On 11/19/56 Jay Lovestone advised in regard to the 
Internati onal Publishers , Inc. (subject of 100-135569 ) and Labor 
Research Ass ociati on, Inc. that , during his period in the CP, both 
organisations were directly subject to the Party's Agitprop 
Department, headed by Bertram. B. Wolfe. Zovestone suggested that 
Wolfe be c ontacted for information relative to these organisations. 

100-135569-113 
(26/ 43 ) y 


On 12/5/56 Departmental Attorney of the Internal Security 
Division, Department of Justice, interviewed Bertram D. Wolfe 
concerning the Labor Research Association , Inc orporated (subject of 
100-35102) . Wolfe stated that while he was chairman of the Agitati on- 
Pr opaganda Department of the CP during 1927-1929, he was assisted by 
Benjamin Davidson , who he thought would be willing to furnish information 
regarding Labor Research Ass ociati on. He also suggested a contact with 
David Saposs for information regarding this organisation. 

100-3^102-135 

(25 y 


On 5/22/57 Bertram Wolfe was interviewed. He advised that 
he was an author, researcher , and former member of the CP (oppositi on) 
which became the Independent Communist Labor League, then the 
Independent Labor League (Lovestonites) . He stated he was a former 
member of the Executive Committee of the Comintern in 1928 and 1929 
and also served in Moscow. He was also editor of " The Communist." 
From 1919 to 1922 he was a member of the CP in various capacities . 

Wolfe advised that "Novy Mir " was the official organ of the 
Russian Federation of the American CP. Wolfe sat as a member of the 
Board of the Russian Federati on although unable to speak or understand 
Russian. As an official of the Party, Wolfe knew "Novy Mir" to be the 
official Russian language organ of the CP. is the Agitprop Director 
Of the CP, Wolfe furnished articles to the magazine . 

Additi onal inform tion. 

1 00-^9588-87 p.2,7,8,9 . 

(4S)\ 
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The following reference is a Tesur Log and therefore is 
not being abstracted : 


ieJL 

65-30092-1707 


Search Slip page # 
84 v 


The following references in the file capti oned CP, USA, 
pertain to the activities of Bertram, D. Wolfe, former member of the 
Central Executive Committee of the CP, during his membership and as 
a speaker and writer after his expulsion from the CP in 1929: 


Reference # 

100-3-2086 

100-3-4-21 

100-3-14-2676 

100-3-20-366 

100-3-20-374 

100-3-20-375 

100-3-20-379 

100-3-20-901 enc p.662 

100-3-21-161 

100-3-21-168 

100-3-23-487 

100-3-23-488 

100-3-23-490 

100-3-14-170X12 p.87 


Search Slip page # 

(so) 'Z 


(so) 

(39) 


J 

J 


(SI) 


J 

j 


(S9) y 

( 21 ) 39 ) 

(39) ^ 

r.39j 17 
«/ 

(39) y 
(21) 
(39)^ 
(39) iy , 

(*>y 


( 21 ) 


100-3-4-1594 enc p. 3, 137, 144,187,195,201, (20 

219, 259, 282, 296, 309, 322, 378, 379, 396, 424, 441, 

508, 629, 641, 642, 836, 920, 961, 991, 1076, 1091, 

1103, 1104, 1249, 1272, 1275, 1532 , 1543 , 1544, 1596, 1603, 
1629, 1630, 1643, 1669 , 1745, 1747, 1748, 1750, 1754, 1759, 
1760, 1761, 1771, 1912,2063, 2698,3004 


Wv/ 

, 59, 66) 
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The f oil owing references in the file captioned CP, USA, 

pertain to the CP activities of Bertram B. 

Wolfe in the cat eg ories 

set out below: 


Reference # Search 

Slip page # 

BrUt 

, / 

100-3-74-119 

(31) 

100-3-74-890 

(e/ , 

100-3-74-912 


100-3-74-814 

(n > / y 

100-3-74-1269 enc p.8 

(22,40) 

Appendix A, enc. p.83; 


Index Pt . I, Part II 

/ 

100-3-74-914 

(40) 


' y 

100-3-74-920 

4 / 

100-3-74-931 

rv 

100-3-74-1117 

(31) y 

100-3-74-1121 

(21) / 

100-3-74-1194 p.9 

&) y 

100-3-74-1195 enc p.43,55 

( 22 / / 

100-3-74-1397 

(80,87) 

100-3-74-2961 

(67 fj 

100-3-74-5191 p.25 

( 40 / 
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The following references pertain to individuals listed 
in column 1 below who recommended that Bertram Wolfe be interviewed 
concerning the activities of various individuals who were subjects 
of file references set out below: 


Individua 1 

File # Search 

Slip page # 

Subject of 


, J 

file reference 


Paul Crouch 

100-233970-98X 

(ST) 

(43 / 

Rudolph Shohan 

Joseph Zack 

100-41393-173 

Gertrude Johanna 

Kornfeder 


J 

Haessler 

Harry M. Wicks 

106-3202-34 

(si) / 

Philip Aronberg 

Ben Mandel 

100-363963-93 

(so// 

Milton Berg 

Nathaniel Weyl 

65-28762-35 

(37) 

Frank Jellinek 


Additional information. 


The following references pertain to HCUA hearings on Un-American 
pr opaganda activities during which witnesses submitted exhibits which 


contained information concerning 

Bertram D, 

, Wolfe. 


Reference Search 

Slip page 

Jt Witness 

Date 

Dies Committee Report 

Vol. #1, p . 603, 630, 631 

(B)^ 

Walter S. . ■. ; 
Steele 

8/16/38 

Dies Committee Report 

Vol. #4, p.2613 

(e)^ 

/ 

(s) 

Sam Baron 

11/23/38 

Dies Committee Report 

Dr. Henry R. 

11/2/39 

Vol. #11, p.6865, 6867, 

6873, 6874 , 6880, 7127, 

7129, 7142, 7143, 7145 

(t/ 

Zinville; Jay 
Lovestone 

12/2/39 

Dies Committee Report 

Appendix #1, p. 460, 463 , 

Jay Lovestone 
The n Communist n 

12/2/39 

464, 891,893 

/ 

of September, 1929 

Dies Committee Report 

Vol. # 7 , p . 4745 

Fish Committee Report 

(8) * 

(ef 

(is/ 

Benjamin Citlow 

9/9/39 

Vol. #2, Pt. 1, p. 18, 19,23 

Walter S. 

Steele 

6/18/30 

62-23170-146, p.16 

Walter J. 

Peters on 

10/6/30 
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The f ollowing references pertain to the Third National 
Convention of the CP of America which was held August 17-August 21, 
1922, at Bridgman, Michigan . Bertram 7/olfe, as A1 Allbright, alias 
Shays , attended . — — 


Reference Number 
61-443-342 


Search Slip cage # 

(m) y y 


338 p.4 

( 95; 103 vy 

375 p.6 

(103) ^ 

508 

( 104)’/ , 

642 p.2,3 

(104)f 

726 

(93fy- 

828 

(93) s 

921 

(95) ^ - 

368 

(103) J 

409 

(103 f y 

61-817-467 

(104:/ y 

61-228-104 p.2 

(103/ 


The following references pertain to correspondence between 
Marceau Pivert, a French Socialist in Mexico, and Bertram JD. Wolfe: 

Ser ia 1 # Search Slip cage § 


61-8404-23 

28 

29 

34 

77 

89 

90 
96 


(S3) 

(83) 

.(S3) 

(36) 

(63) 

(64) 
(64) 


S' 

s' 

s 

y 

/ 


/ 


(64) 
(16, "64) 



97 


-40 


61-8404-100 

(64) * 

✓ 

61-8404-101 


61-8404-105 

(64)V 

61-8404-110 

/ 

(64) V 

61-8404-111 

(64)* 

61-8404-116 

(e4) y / 

61-8404-151 

( 16,64 7 

61-8404-184 



y 

61-8404-187 

(6S) yy 

61-8404-189 

(36,65).- 


, y 

61 -8404-216 

(65) 



100-203581-2394 

( 67 ) 

/ 

100-178944-3 

(6?r/ 

y 

100-223723-1 

(67) j 

62-62736-2-17602 

(87) 7 

61-1335-289 

(eef 


The following references pertain to the activities of 
Bertram D. Y/olfe in connection with the Keep America Out of War 
Committee or Congress . He was a member of ih e Governing Committee . 


Reference # 

61-7559-2448 

61-7559-759712 

61-7559-6703 

61-7559-11173 p.4,6 

61-7558-148X6 

61-10123-18 


Se a r ch Sliv cape # 

“ y 

(48) 

( 13 ) / 

7 


( 13 / 36 ; 
(35)' 


(35) 

( 15 ) 


/ 


e 1-76 08-5 


61-10689-29 




61-10689-13 p.4j 6 
61-10689-30 
61-10689-21 
61-10689-5 
61-10689-51 
61-7559-4773X5 
100-118061-2 
100-23462-8 



The following references in the file captioned Jay Zovestone, 
file # 61-1292 refer to the association of Bertram Wolfe with Zovestone 
while both were within the CP and after their expulsion from, the Party. 


Serial # 


51 

70 

238 

295 

339 

628 


enc p.23 

enc . p.20,25 3 12 



992 p. 13 , 14. ,25 

850 

807 

4-D I , enc , ^ 




The following references in the file captioned CP, USA, 
Registration Act, file number 61-7590., pertain to the activities of 
Bertram D . Yfolfe, formerly a member of the Central Executive Committee 
of the CP, who was expelled from the Party in 1929. 


Serial # 
39 p.43 
95 
128 
171 
17 3 X 
201 
276 
561 
523 


Search Slip cage # 



The following references pertain J;o articles and pamphlets 
written by Bertram D. Wolfe. Publicati on-set out when given. 


Title of Article 

Publication 

Reference # 

Search Slip 

lEO 

Introduction to 
" The Russian Revolu- 
tion” by Rosa 

Lux&mberg 


61-7559-2-2032 

(13) ^ 


(80) ^ 

"Marx on the Truman 

” The New 

61-7559-2-7145 

Doctrine ” 

Leader” 

3/19/51 


a*r 

” Economics of Present 
Day Capitalism” 


61-7559-2-4136 

(14) ^ 

"Marxian Economics ” 


61-7559-2-4135 
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Introduction to 
" The Truth About the 
Barcelona Events" by 
Lamb a 

"Keep America Out 
of War , " "A Frog ram" 

"What is the Communist 
OppositionP " 

"Class Struggle or 
Commodity Struggle" 


" Problems of Party 
Training " 

"Whose Revolution 
Is It?" 

"A Program for the 
Period of Prosperity " 


61-7559-1578 


61-7559-5678 


61-7559-11533 p.4,5 


( 11 ) 


"The Communist" 61- 
Sept,, 1981 or. 
its predecessor 
"The Workers Monthly" 

June, 1986 


July, 1986 


July-August, 1987 


61-7559-3508 


, / / 

(18,101) 


A Review "The Economics July-August, 1987 
of the coupon clipper " 

" Eastman Revises Marx November, 1987 
and Corrects Lenin" 


"Atheism and 
Evoluti on" 

"Pacifism and War" 

"The Right Danger 
in the Comintern " 

"Selling the Russians 
Short" 


March, 1988 


May, 1988 
December , 1988 


61-7848 -A 
"New Leader” 
3/86/49 


(a) 


y 
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Intr oducti on to 
", The Truth About the 
Barcelona Events ," by 
Lambda 

" Civil War in Spain" 

"Rev olution in Latin 
America " 

" Class Struggle or 
Commodity Struggle" 

Review of "Russia is 
No Riddle" by Edmund 
Stevens 

"Marx on the Truman 
Doctrine" 

Review of book "Talk 
About Russia" by Pearl 
S. Buck 

"Workers Rallying 
Against Foscisti 
Revolt in Mexico " 

"Now the Communists 
Black Out the Facts" 

"Marx on the Truman 
Doctrine" 

Translation and 
introduction to "The 
Russian Revolution" 
by Rosa Luxemburg 

Co-author of "Lenin, 
the American Working- 
class and Its Party " 

Works-unnamed 


(Title not given- 
historical appraisal 
of Bolshevism) 

" Six Keys to the 
Soviet System" 


61-7561-2-50 (14) 



61-7561-2-255 

(14) ^ 


61-7562-2-651 

(14) 

"The Communist" 

61-34-29 p.ll 

( 101 f' 

Sept., 1921 

"NY Times" 

61-8297-36 p.13 

y 

(16) 

4/22/45 


64-2 11 -A "New 

(18)^ 

"The New Leader" 

Leader" 3/19/51 

64-200-232-143 

(ief 

2/9/46 


62-23170-149 p.484 

(18) y 


6 1-5124- A "The New 

( 10 / 

" The New Leader" 

Leader" 11/30/53 

100-3-99-1801 

( 22 / 

3/19/51 


100-13758-64 

( 23 // 

"The Workers 

Changed to 

100-3-4-64 

(24/^ 

Monthly" Feb., 1926 

100-20187-59 

Workers Library 

100-24621-12 

(24)^ 

Publishers ( subject 

of 100-24621) . 


100-383236-7 

m 


vol. 3, end p.5 

/ 


Bureau Library 

( 8 / 



n Keep America 
Out of War n 

Co-author n The 
Marxists ' Reply 
to Carey n 


Bureau Library 


( 8 ) 




" The Nation n 100-17836-65 7 (34) 

3/9/40 


The following references pertain to lectures given by 
Bertram D. Wolfe which were sponsored by the organisations listed: 


Organisati o n 


Forum Policy Ass ociation 
Forum 3 Syracuse 3 NT 


Ref erence # Search SI in 

~ ’ yapelF 

. . t/ 

100-7888-135 p.38 (57) 


American Friends Service 100-8331-30 

Committee , Seattle 3 Wash. 


American Friends Service 100-13868-34 

Committee j Seattle , flash. 

( Organisation not given) 100-18049-30 

Fellowship of Rec onciliation, 100-7660-1989 

Phila.j Pa. 


(23) " 

(23 r 

(78) ^ 

( 81 ) ^ 


American Friends Service 100-18619-38 (41) ^ 

Committee 3 Seattle 3 Wash. 


Northwest Institute of 
International Relations 3 
Portland 3 Oregon 

Jewish Community Center , 
San Franc isc Oj Calif. 

Institute qf International 
Relations } Seattle 3 Wash. 

Institute of International 
Relati onSj Seattle 3 Wash. 

Institute of International 
Relations 3 Seattle 3 Wash. 

American Friends Service 
Committee 3 Seattle 3 Wash. 


100-998-40 

100-17139-93 

100-15375-38 

100-30351-49 

100-33049-50-13 

100-67386-38 


(S3) 


(41 



American Friends Service 100-66887-13 

Committee 3 Seattle 3 Wash. 


(35) 
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institute of International 
Relations, Seattle, Wash. 

100-70409-19 

Institute of International 
Relations j Seattle , Wash. 

100-133686-8 

A peace group , not further 
identified 

100-131145-51 

American Friend's Service 
Committee j Seattle, Wash. 

100-130818-1694 

American Friends Service 
Committee , Seattle, Wash. 

100-113159-33 

Jewish Community Center , NY 

100-146964-416 

American Friends Society, 
Seattle, flash. 

100-195817-6 

American Friends Service 
Committee , Seattle, Wash. 

100 -17 0969-8 

(Ortaniaation not given) 

San Francisco , Calif. 

100-314318-45 

(Organiaati on not given) 
Seattle, Wash. 

100-306155-7 

(Organiaati on not given) 

San Francisco, Calif. 

100-303581-3708 

p.35,440 

Mills College, Oakland, Calif. 

100-303581-8837 

Mills College , Oakland, Calif. 

100-300163-4 

American Friends Service 
Committee, Seattle, flash. 

100-303435-16 

Institute of International 
Relations, Seattle, Wash. 

100-803534-191 

American Friends Committee, 
Seattle, Wash . 

100-354116-18 

(Organiaation not given ) 
Seattle, Wash. 

100-375197-3 

Insitiute of International 
Relations, Seattle, Wash. 

100-364170-14 

( Organiaation not given) 
Seattle, Wash. 

100-858735-7 


(4S) 

(43) 

(43) 

(43) 

(55) 

(78) 

(37) 






y 




y 

y 


(26) 

(79) 


/ 


(44) 

(44) 

(79) 

(76) 

(27) 

(44) 

(45) 

(27) 

(45) 

(27) 


/ 

J 

y y 

y 


y 


J 


( Organisation not given) 

San Franciso o, Calif . 

Jewish Community Center , 

San Francisco , Calif . 

Jewish Community Center, 

San Francisc o, Calif . 

American Friends Service 
Committee 3 Seattle 3 Wash. 

Institute of International 
Relations 3 Seattle, Wash. 

Northwest Institute of Inter - • 
national Relations, Seattle, 
Wash. 

Society of Friends, 

Seattle, Wash. 

Society of Friends, 

Seattle, Wash. 

American Friends 
Service Committee, 

Seattle, Wash. 

(At Roosevelt Junior 
High t School), San 
Francisco, Calif. 

American Friends Service 
Committee, Seattle, Wash. 

American Friends Service 
Committee, Seattle, Wash. 

American Friends Service 
Committee , Seattle, Yfash. 

American Friends Committee , 
Seattle, Wash. 

American Friends Service 
Committee, Seattle, Wash. 

American Friends Service 
Committee, Seattle, Wash. 

( Organisation not given) 

Meeting held at Plymouth 
Church'', Seattle, Wash. 


100-334143-1 

(4S) 

100-334143-6 

(46)^ 

100-334143-15 

y 

(46) 

100-330823-2 

y 

(51) 

100-308095-5 

(45) ^ 

100-325114-1 

(4s/ 

100-347280-1 

, ^ 

(29) 

100-347172-1 

(28)^ 

100-336002-9 

( 2 a/ 

100-360159-5 

f y 

(29) 

100-357025-1 

(29)/ 

100-421112-9 

( so y 

124-6596-14 

y 

(47) 

101-6118-4 

4 y 

( 54 ) 

/ 

100-168180-12 

(44) ^ 

100-168153-9 

100-110609-20 

(44) 

(25) 
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( Organisation not given ) 100-353453-1 enc p.416 

Seattle } Wa sh. and San 
Francisc o 3 Calif. 


Airier ioan Friends Service 61-777-50-47 

Committee 3 Seattle } Wash. 

Institute of International 100-211943-12 

Relations 3 Seattle } Wash. 


Institute . of International 61-467 4- A 

RelationSj Los Angeles 3 Calif. "Peoples World" 
(Additional information) 7/1 /44- 


Ant i -totalitarian 
Liberals 3 NT 


Antioch Institute of 
International Relations 3 
Yellow SpringSj Ohio 

Polish American CongresSj 
NYC 3 NY 

Independent Labor League 
of America 3 NY 


100-356 137 -A 
"New Leader" 
3/26/49 

lOO-O-A "Washington 
Post" 7/13/47 


65-40955-162 


61-7559-3653111 


Howard Univers ity } Wash . 3 D.C. 


61-7525-3 


Mills College } Oaklandj Calif. 

Mills Colleges Oaklandj Calif. 

League for Industrial 
Democracy j NYC 


65-51593-33 j p.866 
100-17139-89 
61-524-87 enc p.15 


( 29 ) 

(33) 

(44) ^ 

(lof 

y 

(29) 

(39) y 

(38) ^ 

( 12 )*'' 

(35) tS 
(78/ 
( 78 )^ " 
(80 
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• t 

1 

REFERENCES NOT INCLUDED IN THIS SUMMARY 


The following reference was not available during the tine 
this summary was being prepared: 

Reference- # 

100 - 352546-152 


Se arch Slic cage # 
( 29 ) l/ 


See the search slip filed behind file for other references 
on this subject which contain the same information ( SI ) that is^set 
out in the main file. If the source -or.r informant is different s it 
will be noted on the search slip. 
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1 - Mr. Smith 



, x 

Mr. EdgaT/bowning 
Post Office Box 981 
Long Beach 1, California 

Bear Mr. Downing: 

rrj $ 5 " 

o $ 

Your letter dated January 7, 1962, has been ~ f — 
received, and the interest which prompted your comxuni- 11 » 
eating with me is appreciated. ^ 

A regulation of the Department of Justice f ! « 3 

prohibits the disclosure of information in our files to o =2: 
other than appropriate agencies in the executive branch o ^ 
of the Federal Government. I am precluded, therefore, * *n» 

from furnishing the information you requested. You should 
not, however, infer that our files do or do not contain 
information concerning the matter you mentioned. 



Inasmuch as your inquiry relates to appearances 
before the Committee on Un-American Activities, you may 
wish to communicate directly with the Chairman, Committee 
on Un-American Activities, United States House of 
Representatives , Washington 25, D. C. 

X am enclosing some material which may be of 
interest to you. 


Sincerely yours. 


Tolson — 
Belmont - 

Mohr 

Callahan . 
Conrad — 
DeLoach . 

Evans 

Malone — 

Rosen 

Sullivan - 
Tavei 


Vk 


i„ Btu 

^Enclosures' (3) W,gf ^ 

= . ih 

- 

ZWLSipw (3) 


3, W r ~-'l j' 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


SEE NOTE ON YELLOW, PAGE TWO 
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STiwn?3 i '1 "339 

. . *_ ~* . V- . (L 


In#am . 
Gandy . 


MAIL ROOM 


□ TELETYPE UNIT □ 
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' ^ 


\ 



& 
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Mr. Edgar Downing 


NOTE ON YELLOW: 

Correspondent is apparently identical with Edgar 
Downing, 147 East Ocean Boulevard, Long Beach 2, California, 
who wrote to the Bureau on November 12, 1958, and furnished 
information he considered to be of interest. His letter 
was acknowledged and he was thanked for forwarding this 
information. 

Correspondent requested to be advised when 
Berthram D. Wolfe came forward and gave "Un-American 
Activities Committee" information as to his communist 
activities and named communists. 

m 

Bertr am Davi<T Wolfe, born January 19, 1896, was 
allegedly the founder ' of the^Workers Party which later 
became the Communist Party, USA. He was expelled from 
the Communist Party along with Jay Lovestone in 1929. 

He was described in 1950 by Benjamin Git low as a pro- 
Russian Marxist-Leninist ; however, Mr. Lovestone and 
Louis Budenz advised they regarded Wolfe as a sincere 
anticommunist since his break with the Communist Party. 

Wolfe served in the Voice of America Program from approxi- 
mately 1950 until February, 1954. Bureau Agents interviewed 
Wolfe on several occasions between 1947 and 1957 at which 
times he cooperated in various degrees. He also served 

until sometime in 1955. There are numerous references 
listed to his name in the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities accumulated indexes; therefore, it is believed 
correspondent should be referred to that Committee. 

Wolfe has written several books and articles and has made 
numerous speeches against communism. (*'-/-£<.’ ; / x.s 7'U ) 

The following material was sent to the corre- 
spondent : 

1. "The Communist Party Line." 

2. ’The Faith to be Free." 

3. Director* s Statement Dated April 17, 1961, 
Regarding Internal Security. 
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TRUE COPY 


Jan. 7th, 1962 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Dept of Justice Bldg. 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover 

Mr. Berthram D. Wolfe. , (author of = "Three 
Who Made a Revdlution’O'gave a speech at the "Cold War 
Seminar” at Ft. McNair, Washington D. C. in July, 1959. 

Mr. Berthram D. Wolfe was an American delegate 
of Communist Party for two years and attended the Lenin 
School in Moscow. 

Would like to know when Berthram D. Wolfe came 
forward and gave the Un-American Activities Committee 
information as to his Communist activities and named 
persons who were in the Communist Party. What government 
book can furnish me this information? 



Would appreciate hearing from you soon. 


Thank you very much. I remain 

Yours truly 

/s/ Edgar Downing 
P. 0. Box 981 
Long Beach 1 
California 




TRUE COPY 


an, 9%, /96'Z •» 
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BERTRAM DAVID WOIFE 




in U o 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

MAY 1962 EDITION 

GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 


Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GO'^RNMENT 


4 


to : DIRECTOR, FBI (62- 46 ^5 5 ^- 
WA (ATT: RESEARCH SATELLITE SECTION) 

rsk MJ : SAC, NEW YORK (IOO- 87235 ) 

subject ^S TRANGE COMMUNISTS I HAVE KNOWN" 
by .BER TRAM D DWOLFE 
BOOK REVIEWS^ “ 


date: 8 / 26/65 


ReBulet 3/15/65. 

Submitted is one copy of captioned book*'. 
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TheirBamiers Were Faith and Vision, 
But Revolution Failed Intellectuals 


i * 

The book Is titleQ'Strange Communists 
I HaveHmow.n (gtein & Day; 222 pages; 
$6), and ‘author Bertram DPWolfe contra- 
dicts the title IH'the^ntroHuction. His- 
torian Wolfe concedes that 5 of the 
subjects of his 10 studies are known to 
him only by research. 

No matter. Mr. Wolfe set out to pre- 
sent portraits of 10 intellectuals who were 
drawn to commu- 
nism by its twin 
visions of equality 
and service to man- 
kind, and has done 
so with keen insight 
and great sympa- 
thy. It isn’t surpris- 
ing. This book is 
essentially about 
people — most of 
them minor actors 
in the drama of the 
Russian Revolution 
and its subplots in 
other countries— Mr Wo ife 
who endowed the 

Bolshevik cause with the substance of 
their own dreams. And Bertram Wolfe, in • 
his youth, was one of them. The stories of 
their faith and, in most cases, their dis- 
illusionment are the stories of his as well. 
And they are fascinating stories. 

1 Particularly illuminating are the 

Wolfean portraits of: 

, » * »« 

John Reed, the sensitive Greenwich 
Village intellectual from Harvard, whose 
search for meaning drew him to Russia 
as a correspondent during the 1917 revo- 
lution. Adventuresome, romantic, per- 
petually immature, Reed offered the most 
brilliant eyewitness reporting the revolu- 
tion produced, in 'Mr. Wolfe’s view, but 
his belief in the holiness of the conflict 
closed his eyes to the atrocities com- 
mitted in its name. John Reed ultimately 
died in Moscow of typhus, having “under- 
stood less and misunderstood more” than 
most. 


^ Inessa Armand, the charming and 
refined 'aristocrat who renounced family 
and fortune at the age of 30 to devote her 
life to the revolution. As a confidante of 
Lenin she was privy to many Kremlin 
secrets, and represented the Soviet leader 
at several international conferences. Turn- 
ing detective, Mr. Wolfe produces ex- 
tracts from correspondence between 
Lenin and Inessa in an attempt to prove j 
that she was not only Lenin’s adviser j 
but also his mistress. 

As a biographical historian, Brooklyn- 
born Mr. Wolfe has few peers. His 1948 
study, Three Who Made a Revolution, 
captured the flavor of revolutionary Rus- 
sia, and offered vivid profiles of Lenin, 
Stalin, and Trotsky as they plotted their 
road to Communist victory. And in 
Strange Communists Mr. Wolfe again 
demonstrates he’s a keen observer of 
human psychology. 

To be sure, there are flaws in the 
book, apparently the result of hasty prep- 
aration: On page 91, for instance, Mr. 
Wolfe records Lenin as opposed to World 
• War I, and on page 124 as welcoming the 
conflict. -But Mr. Wolfe nonetheless, is. a 
consummate storyteller, particularly when 
the stories he’s telling are of .those who 
shared with him for a time the giddiness 
| of youthful idealism fulfilled. One feels 
.* a sense of pathos when he recounts the 
experiences of Angelica Balabanoff, who, 
in a way, typifies the old European Bol- 
sheviks who are still alive. Now in her 
80s, this onetime first secretary of Lenin’s 
Communist International lives -alone in 
Spartan surroundings in Italy. “She Is 
too honest with herself,” says Mr. Wolfe, 
“not to realize that her dream has failed 
to come true, that the lowly and humble 
to whom she has given her life” are now 
too proud and too prosperous to be con- 
cerned with Communist-style redemption. 

—MARK R.' Aiii; OLD 
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The Washington Post ar\d 

Times Herald 

The Washington Dail^^Iews 

The Evening Star 

Newark Herald<Pribune 

*, * 

New Yf>rk Jourpal-American 

New 7 r 6rk Dafly^News 

New York 

v 

The New York Times 

The Baltimore Sun 

The Worker 


w Rosa Luxembourg, the frail, de- 
formed idealist, who insisted to Lenin 
that “freedom only for supporters of the 
government Is no freedom at all.” The 
leading theoretician in European commu- 
nism during World War I, she was mur- 
dered by reactionary Prussian officers be- 
fore she .saw the flame of her faith in 
freedom extinguished by the Bolsheviks. 


0 



kj? <T o 

COftlSuP* 

' lOrtr 


fr 



The New Leader 

The Wall Street Journal 

The National Observer JJL 
People's World 


i </ ‘.'('Date . 

A"'- K 


■P 


16 19$ 








0 



/- Q 6_§Q 










o 










o 


o 



































o 


Q 














o 


o 






o 


o 








o 


o 








o 


o 


/• 



MflJJrST*/- J-X/z' 







o 


o 















y r ?f/ A 


yy- y <£ - cn< 


r 



o 


o 

















o 


0 













o 


o 










o 


o 













o 


o 

1 



o 


o 









o 









S/a. //*&?=£■. 
















o 
















■c 2±Z—-Z. 




c/s* / 

^>/9'/2 r 
sVo . o/=. 

_7 




o 


Q 









& 



























fl 



o 


0 




e 



















o 




















o 


o 



























6 


© 


























jot 



0 . 1 _ 









0 












c*/ 0 By* 



















1 


55521 


’^9 /0/ 'TTe/Jd/. 


© 





o 






o 








o 


G 















■b6 1 

b7C 





st/l/ 


